










Even if allocated airport funds are restricted to airport property and cannot be redirected to the
General Fund, they should be used responsibly. Instead of building a barrier, the airport should use
these funds to restripe Ewert Road and install a two-way shared use path to safely separate cyclists
and staff vehicles.

 

Obligations of Resolution No. 65037 and TDA Article 3

The proposed closure directly violates the spirit and terms of the city’s historical funding
commitments. In 1993, the San José City Council passed Resolution No. 65037, approving
Transportation Development Act Article 3 (TDA3) Funding specifically to design and construct the "San
José International Airport Bike Path" along this northern perimeter.

By accepting these funds, the City agreed to abide by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s
(MTC) Resolution No. 875, which created policies including that "a jurisdiction agrees to maintain
the facility." This is similar to the Council adopted agreement made for the current round of TDA3
funding at the June 2, 2026 City Council meeting: MTC requires the City Council to adopt a resolution,
which it did 11 0, making certain findings such as that "the City agrees to maintain, or provide for the
maintenance of, the project(s) and facilities... for the benefit of and use by the public". Maintenance of
these facilities is key to creating a walkable and bikeable city that furthers San Jose General Plan goals
and policies as well as Vision Zero goals. Erecting a fence to permanently block cyclists is a bad faith
breach of the covenant the Council made when accepting this TDA3 grant.

Below is a map from 1997 showing the existing bicycle facilities near the airport:



This map shows Ewert Road as an existing bicycle facility, per the TDA Article 3 grant construction. This
route is consistently shown as a bicycle route through various plans and reports through to the
2020's. 

 

Contradicting the City Manager and Mayor's Budget Priorities

This unnecessary expenditure directly defies the City Manager’s directive regarding our current fiscal
crisis:

"Fully resolving the ongoing General Fund shortfall in a fiscally responsible manner with
minimal community or employee impacts."

Fencing off Ewert Road does the exact opposite: it inflicts a direct, negative impact on community
mobility while wasting resources. If any flexible city funds are being utilized for this project, they
should be redirected to the core priorities outlined in the Mayor’s March Budget Message: Reducing
Unsheltered Homelessness, Cleaning Up Our Neighborhoods, Increasing Community Safety, Growing Our
Economy, and Building More Housing.

 

Direct Violations of the San José General Plan & Vision Zero

Ewert Road serves as the only safe, direct detour for commuters and cyclists when the Guadalupe River
Trail's US-101 underpass experiences regular winter flooding. Permanently closing it directly
undermines several General Plan Goals and Policies:

Goal TR-1 & TR-2: Mandates the City "complete and maintain a multimodal transportation
system that gives priority to the mobility needs of bicyclists" and make cycling "convenient,
comfortable, and safe." Closing this route makes commuting less convenient and less safe.
Policy TR-9.3: Commits to enhancing the travel experience to "encourage mode shift." Forcing
cyclists onto high stress, dangerous alternative routes achieves the opposite.
Policy TN-2.3: Dictates that the City "maintain necessary infrastructure to facilitate the use of
trails as transportation." Because Ewert Road acts as the primary winter flooding bypass, it is
necessary trail infrastructure.
Policy TN-3.3: Requests the City "provide safe and secure routes for trails and to minimize at
grade intersections with roadways." The Ewert detour requires only 2 intersections. The eastern
alternative routes force cyclists through 7 or more dangerous intersections, drastically
increasing collision risks.

And the 2025 Vision Zero Action Plan is organized around five Priority Action Areas, including 1)
Prioritize Equity and Vulnerable Road Users, and 4) Engineer for Safety. Closing the road does
not prioritize vulnerable road users since it may direct those users into unsafe corridors. Closing
the road does not engineer for safety since the project is not trying to accomodate vulnerable
road users through engineering solutions such as creating a shared use path.  

These violations should be reason enough to direct the Airport to not use funds to close the
roadway.
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Conclusion

Closing off a functional transportation corridor is a step backward for San José's climate, safety, and
fiscal goals. I urge the City Council to direct the Director of Aviation, and any other staff, to halt any
plans to fence, gate, or close Ewert Road, and instead redirect that funding to focus on solutions that
preserve community access.

Thank you,
Greg Ripa

 

 




