


November 16, 2021 
 
Hon. Mayor Liccardo, Vice-Mayor Jones, and City Councilmembers 
San Jose City Hall 
200 East Santa Clara Street 
San Jose, CA 95113 
Attention: City Clerk 
Via email sent November 16, 2021 
 
Subject: Vote to Protect Coyote Valley (agenda item 10.3, November 16, 2021) 
 

We, the undersigned, urge the San Jose City Council to vote to protect Coyote Valley on 
November 16, 2021. We must protect this precious natural resource with its fertile farmland, 
critical floodplains and wildlife habitats and connections. 

We should capitalize on Coyote Valley’s agricultural potential, and we should also maintain the 
wildlife corridor between the Diablo Range and the Santa Cruz Mountains so important to 
animal migration and sustainability. 

Access to locally grown food matters now more than ever. Coyote Valley can and should 
provide San Jose residents with local, fresh produce. 

Coyote Valley filters residents’ drinking water and air, and it limits the urban heat island effect. 
Coyote Valley also helps to protect residents downstream from flooding. 

You must act now given the threat of a newly proposed, 2.3 million square-foot, Amazon-style 
warehouse that could be located elsewhere in San Jose. Why pave over farmland and open 
space? Why run hundreds of truck trips through wildlife corridors, combined with more air 
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, when the warehouse can be located closer to 
workers? 

Developing in Coyote Valley would further deplete public resources that can be better spent in 
other parts of the city, such as on libraries, parks, and other community services. 

You must vote on 11/16/21 to keep Coyote Valley preserved for nature, for the health of our 
community, and for our children.  Approve the staff and Task Force recommendations on the 
Coyote Valley General Plan Amendments to change the land use designations in North Coyote 
Valley from industrial development to open space and agriculture. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
                                          San Jose All District Leadership Group

 Greg Peck – D2 
 Joan Rivas-Cosby – D3 
 Linda Locke – D4 
 Juan Estrada – D5 

Larry Ames – D6 
Jeremy Barrouse – D8 
Barbara Atak – D9 
David Heindel – D10

 
 
CC: City Clerk  

 







































Salvatore and Julie Saso

November 16, 2021 
BY E-MAIL 
Hon. Mayor Liccardo, Vice-Mayor Jones and City Councilmembers 
City of San José 
200 E. Santa Clara Street 
Tower, 3rd Floor 
San José, CA 95113

RE: November 16, 2021 – General Plan 4 Year Review Public Hearing – Coyote Valley

Dear Mayor Liccardo, Vice Mayor Jones and City Councilmembers

I am a 19 year resident homeowner in District 6 with a unique perspective on the issues of 
Coyote Valley.  As an urban dweller with rural roots, raised on the Eastside Corridor of 
Monterey Highway, I have rare knowledge among local residents of both the historical and 
current City policies regarding Coyote Valley.

The topic of Coyote Valley development often surfaces in casual conversations with members 
of my community at block parties, soccer games, and pumpkin patches.  At the beginning of 
these conversations, virtually everyone I encounter is staunchly opposed to development in 
Coyote Valley.  Their rote response to me answering their question of where I grew up, is the 
oft-used City Council campaign slogan of “Preserve Coyote Valley”.  They describe how they 
love the views from their cars as they traverse the 101 Freeway, fervently advocating for the 
need to ensure this view is unchanged for future generations.

However, by engaging in calm conversations on this contentious issue, and respectfully 
challenging their view of Coyote Valley, it allows for an appreciation of the plight of private 
property resident landowners in Coyote, and their 60 year legacy of unfair treatment and 
broken promises by the City of San Jose.  It gives them a fresh perspective to re-think their long-
held assumptions, particularly when not coming from the “groupthink” of prevailing political 
winds, elected officials and special interest entities.  I encounter significant mis/disinformation 
about Coyote Valley in the community, such as:

 The City’s current position of rezoning additional privately held parcels in Coyote 
Valley from industrial to permanent open space as a flood control mechanism.  I point 
out that the 2017 floods of San Jose occurred with Coyote Valley in the same exact state 
it is now, meaning that open space in Coyote Valley was of no use to prevent 
downstream flooding.  I also note that, at the time, rather than clamor for preservation 
of Coyote Valley as an essential tool for flood control, the City of San Jose solely blamed 



the Santa Clara Valley Water District’s negligent maintenance of the clogged creek 
channels as the cause of the Downtown San Jose flooding.  Furthermore, the “pivot” to 
preserving Coyote Valley as a mechanism to prevent future flooding only occurred as a 
campaign for a subsequent bond measure to support governmental agency acquisition 
of private land at significantly below market rates in Coyote Valley.  And with no plan (or 
infrastructure) in place to divert future floodwaters into these newly acquired 
permanent open space, there is no greater protection of downstream flooding in San 
Jose.  Additionally, any further zoning changes on existing privately held land, none of 
which is in the historical flood plain, no longer serves the claim that it is being done for 
flood protection, rendering the ongoing rationale for further zoning changes of existing 
privately held a specious position at best.

 Many Coyote Valley residents are citizens of San Jose, and City leaders enticed 
resident landowners to accept annexation with significant promises of city services 
over 60 years ago, and has failed to deliver on every promise.   My fellow San Jose 
voters react with incredulity when I share this information.  Many automatically assume 
that all land within Coyote Valley is held in the public domain, and certainly not within 
the City Limits of San Jose.  When I describe the saga of landowners and residents in 
Coyote, there is a universal disbelief and disdain for the inherent injustice and 
unfairness perpetrated by the City.  There is no awareness that small, private 
landowners and residents of all economic backgrounds have struggled to survive and 
persevere, have been systematically prohibited by the City of San Jose from exercising 
their property rights for 6 decades.  

 Farms in Coyote Valley are owned and operated by local, multigenerational farmers 
and ranchers who make a comfortable living.  I note that virtually all farming 
operations they see in Coyote are conducted by itinerant renters, as established, 
permanent farming operations are no longer logistically and economically possible in 
Coyote.  Many San Jose residents I encounter have no concept of the significant 
infrastructure, labor, and capital required to maintain a profitable farming operation, 
and that virtually all of the former owner/operators of ranches and family farms have 
passed away.  They are shocked that their family’s annual trip to the treasured pumpkin 
patch is on land rented by the operators of the attraction, who do their “real” farming in 
the San Joaquin Valley, due to the economic infeasibility of doing so in Coyote.

 The push to preserve Coyote Valley for permanent open space and agriculture is being 
done by these same local farmers, landowners and residents.  Again, there is an 
overriding assumption that any private landowners in Coyote are leading the charge 
against development, and the special interest groups that passionately advocate for 
Coyote Valley’s preservation are speaking and acting on behalf of private landowners 
and residents of the Valley.  I note that there is not a single, farmer, rancher, resident or 



landowner opposed to appropriate development proposals for the land they own in 
Coyote, and that all the effort to preserve Coyote is from outside stakeholders, not 
representing the desire of citizens and landowners who reside in Coyote Valley.

In today’s society, it’s difficult to engage in thoughtful, reasonable, rational and logical 
discussions of contentious issues.  Impenetrable battle lines are drawn, pitting factions against 
each other, all through the lens of “us vs. them”.  Engagement with disparate groups of 
interests to craft solutions to serve the widest spectrum of constituents, seems an arcane, 
obsolete practice. Unlike the great care given to planning decisions in all other areas of the city 
with deliberate, nuanced, thoughtful planning involving input of local residents and property 
owners, the entirety of Coyote Valley has been burdened with a ham-handed “one size fits all” 
planning process driven by non-resident stakeholders, at the exclusion of current residents and 
property owners of Coyote Valley.  Instead of considering the viewpoints and perspectives of all 
interested parties, the City has eliminated the formerly esteemed principle of compromise. 

We live through an era of great historical reckoning; a societal push by individuals, groups, and 
governments to make amends for past injustices to those that have been disenfranchised, 
marginalized and unlawfully subjugated.  Significant efforts are underway to efforts to provide 
equity to those groups to “right” the historical “wrongs”.  However, rather than re-examining 
past antiquated policies long since rescinded, the City is now presented with a very special 
opportunity to make amends for current, living San Jose residents in the East Side Monterey 
Highway Corridor, and throughout the Valley, whose rights continue to be overlooked, ignored 
and abused to this day.   

I love my city.  I call it the “Smallest Big City in the World”, and am proud to be a lifelong 
resident.  I love much of what San Jose offers to its residents, and am grateful for the 
opportunity to be a part of it.  I also want my City to be the best it can be.  For me, the unjust 
City policies, broken promises, and trampled rights of its own private landowner residents of 
Coyote Valley is one of the greatest unknown tragedies that tarnishes our City’s past, present, 
and future. 

Our City prides itself on its efforts to bring inclusivity, acceptance and fair treatment to all of its 
residents.  At this time, I urge you to stand up for all residents of the City of San Jose, especially 
the resident private landowners in Coyote Valley who continue to suffer in silence from the 
unjust effects of punitive City policies.

Respectfully,

Salvatore Saso
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November 16, 2021 
 
 
 
City of San José 
Mayor and City Council 
200 East Santa Clara Street, 18th Floor 
San José, CA  95113 

Re: Item #10.3 on November 16, 2021 City Council Agenda 

Dear Mayor and City Council: 

Valley Water appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed development of Coyote Valley. 
First, Valley Water supports items 1 through 5 recommended by staff, rather than the Planning 
Commission’s direction to deny staff’s recommendation at their October 27, 2021 Planning Commission 
meeting. Furthermore, Valley Water would also like to take this opportunity to respond to comments 
and questions from Planning Commissioners related to the price of water, and the availability of water, 
for Coyote Valley farmers. Statements that were made suggested that the availability and/or cost of 
water were reasons why farming isn’t viable as a business in Coyote Valley, and thus recommended 
against the staff and General Plan Task Force proposals to protect Coyote Valley from further 
development. 

Valley Water has not wavered in its commitment to provide a safe, clean water supply to not only the 
farming and agricultural communities, but to all communities here in Santa Clara County. Price and 
availability of water are competitive advantages for Coyote Valley farmers compared to other regions 
such as the Central Valley, Imperial Valley, and elsewhere. This is due to the natural advantages of 
climate, rainfall, and depth of groundwater, as well as the many decades of sustainable groundwater 
management by Valley Water. Because of our activities to replenish and protect local aquifers, 
groundwater is readily available and sustainable throughout Coyote Valley to support agricultural, 
domestic, municipal/industrial, and environmental uses.  

Valley Water worked with the County and Open Space Authority on the Santa Clara Valley Agricultural 
Plan, which “acknowledges the vital importance of Santa Clara Valley agriculture to the region for 
long-term sustainability and health of our county.” Valley Water’s agricultural rate is lower than its 
municipal and industrial rate to encourage open space preservation, which is important to watershed 
health. Agricultural and open space can replenish local groundwater by allowing water to infiltrate and 
recharge aquifers, unlike developed areas with associated impervious surfaces. Valley Water continues 
to support the viability of agriculture in the County through sustainable groundwater management and 
by keeping agricultural water rates low. 

While our surface water reservoirs are crucial, more water is stored in local groundwater basins than all 
of our reservoirs combined. The Santa Clara Subbasin begins in the Coyote Valley, then flows north 
under San José and Santa Clara toward the Bay. Development in Coyote Valley could convert pervious 
soil to impermeable concrete, pavement, and buildings, flushing water into streams and the Bay rather 
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than letting it percolate to groundwater. In most parts of the subbasin, but not in Coyote Valley, the 
drinking water aquifer is deep underground, and extensive clay layers provide some natural protection 
from contamination. In Coyote Valley, the drinking water aquifer is often very close to the surface and 
the soils allow relatively rapid downward percolation, making groundwater there highly vulnerable to 
contamination. Industrial contamination in Coyote Valley could potentially impact not only local 
groundwater users, but also those drawing on the subbasin in San José and other downgradient areas.  

Finally, Coyote Valley in its current state also provides benefits to improve or maintain a healthy 
watershed ecology. Water-dependent species like Western pond turtles, California tiger salamanders, 
and red-legged frogs need a healthy environment around their waterways. Open space and agricultural 
habitats are much more compatible with wildlife than new development. The loss of Coyote Valley as 
open space could potentially harm the environment, and new roads or increased traffic threatens 
wildlife corridors for small animals as well as larger ones like bobcats and deer. Coyote Valley could 
continue to be a thriving valley-bottom watershed ecosystem if it is preserved as such. 

Valley Water greatly respects the autonomy and authority of the Council in its decisions such as this; 
please know this letter is only intended to provide clarity and respond to points raised from the Planning 
Commissioners for your consideration, while also offering other potential environmental impacts for 
your consideration. We would respectfully request that you support the staff recommended actions, and 
we stand ready and willing to support you in your environmental stewardship of the precious water and 
lands we have here in our county. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, and please feel free to reach out to Don Rocha, Deputy 
Administrative Officer for Government Relations, should you have any questions or concerns at 
(408) 630-2338 or at drocha@valleywater.org. 

Sincerely, 

Tony Estremera 
Chair, Board of Directors 

cc:  Board of Directors (7), R. Callender, M. Richardson, R. Gibson, D. Rocha 
bz:jh 
1116a-l 




















