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November 12, 2021 
 
Council Members, City of San Jose 
Attention: city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov 
 
RE: Support for General Plan Land Use/Transportation Diagram Amendment for properties 

within North, Mid- and South Coyote Valley 
 
Honorable Members of the City Council, 

The Nature Conservancy supports the City of San Jose’s leadership as demonstrated by the proposed 
General Plan Amendment to re-zone properties in Coyote Valley. This change will support the City’s 
efforts to confront climate change and invest in a resilient, vibrant, and crucial landscape.  

The Nature Conservancy has a long history of engagement in California’s central coast, working for 
over 50 years to conserve the lands and waters on which life depends. This work includes helping 
ranchers and farmers keep agricultural lands in production while providing benefits to nature. Our 
organization has long recognized that agricultural lands provide multiple benefits to local 
communities, both human and natural, and that protection through zoning and other tools can 
ensure the long-term viability of agriculture. 

Our work in Santa Clara County reflects an ongoing investment in working landscapes, including 
farms in the floodplain and ranches in the foothills of the Diablo and Santa Cruz Mountain ranges. 
This work, and that of many regional partners, protects ecologically connected landscapes and 
wildlife corridors that create regional climate resiliency. Coyote Valley, like the Pajaro River 
floodplain, is part of a system that is central to the livelihood and wellbeing of both people and 
nature.   

Reducing conversion and disturbance of agricultural lands has demonstrable climate benefits, 
reducing vehicle miles traveled and allowing carbon to stay in the ground. Other benefits include 
the ability to manage lands for flood mitigation, water quality protection, recharge of groundwater 
basins, trails and farmstands to engage a wider community, and habitat for the many species that 
call this biodiversity hot spot home.  

The Nature Conservancy commends the City of San Jose for taking action to address climate change, 
reduce emissions, invest in infill development and urban revitalization projects. Protecting Coyote 
Valley is one element among a variety of bold actions. Taken together, the City can continue to 
demonstrate an integrated approach to land use in one of the centers of innovation worldwide.  

For these reasons, we urge passage of the General Plan Amendment. Thank you for your 
consideration of this action that is critically important to Santa Clara County.  

Sincerely yours,  

Abigail Ramsden 
Sustainable & Resilient Communities Project Director, Climate Program  
The Nature Conservancy in California 
 







































 
 

 

 

November 12, 2021 

 
San Jose City Council 
City of San Jose 

 
Re: Protecting Coyote Valley is a vote for the environment and equity in San Jose 

 
Dear Mayor Liccardo and Councilmembers, 

 
We are 38 local leaders committed to advancing race equity in San Jose and throughout the 
Bay Area. Historically marginalized communities including Black, Indigenous, and People of 
Color bear the brunt of climate crisis impacts. We have very little time to make big changes and 
over the next decade we need to build resilience into the physical environment of our 
communities. Protecting and restoring at-risk open space and shifting to entirely infill 
development is an important way to do this.  

 
We support the city staff and general plan task force recommendations for permanent protection 
of the Coyote Valley region as open space and agriculture. It is urgent that the San Jose City 
Council approve the General Plan amendments and the related actions in the Staff Report. This 
is both an environmental and an equity issue, and we urge the City Council to act without delay 
so we can start protecting and restoring this precious part of our region. 

 
One of the first steps toward race equity is to acknowledge that unless we are 
descendants of the local Native American tribe, we reside on unceded land. The United 
States began with the conquest and genocide of Indigenous People. In the San Jose region, we 
reside on the sacred land of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe of the San Francisco Bay Area. For 
thousands of years, ancestors of the Muwekma Tribe stewarded the Coyote Valley region. 
Native American people have an inherent stake in any environmental issue in their traditional 
territory and are uniquely impacted by environmental degradation. The Muwekma Ohlone Tribe 
of the San Francisco Bay Area and the Amah Mutsun Tribe are both members of the Protect 
Coyote Valley coalition and support the permanent protection of Coyote Valley. Their ancestors 
understood that if we do not take care of the environment, then we face extinction as a people 
because we have a codependent relationship with land, wildlife, plants, and the Earth itself.  

 
Low-income, historically marginalized residents stand to gain the most from climate 
action. Extreme weather events have outsized and long-term impacts on vulnerable 
communities because they are much less able to recover from the destruction of property and 
the costs of relocation. There are residents along the Coyote Creek watershed who still have 
not recovered from the impacts of the 2017 flood in San Jose. The flood, which occurred on 
Feb. 21, 2017, following heavy storms, caused an estimated $100 million in damage and forced 
the emergency evacuation of 14,000 residents of neighborhoods in and around downtown San 
Jose.  

 
Since Coyote Valley filters residents’ drinking water and air and limits the urban heat island 
effect, its protection is an act of environmental justice. A protected and restored Coyote Valley 
serves as San Jose’s green infrastructure and helps to protect residents downstream from 
flooding. A developed Coyote Valley would have the opposite effect, increasing flood risk, 
reducing air quality, putting our water quality at risk, reducing a local water source, and 
increasing emissions and temperatures. 



 
 

 

 

 
Furthermore, according to the 2020 study, The Benefits of Saving San Jose’s Coyote Valley: A 
Case Study in Climate Action Planning, concentrating infill development in downtown San Jose 
instead of in Coyote Valley would reduce passenger vehicle greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 14,000 metric tons per year. It would also double the percentage of residents (from 1.7% 
to 3.4%) who can access a quarter of San Jose’s jobs within 30 minutes via public transit. 

 
Food security is a real issue for San Jose residents and protecting local farmland is a 
part of the solution. One in four people in Silicon Valley are at risk of hunger. A new Second 
Harvest study suggests that 26.8% of the population – almost 720,000 people – qualify as “food 
insecure.” In the face of the climate crisis, access to locally-grown food matters now more than 
ever. Coyote Valley is prime farmland and can provide San Jose residents with local, fresh 
produce. The 7,400 acres of agricultural land could eventually generate $50 million per year and 
benefit San Jose by providing access to fresh, sustainable produce. Furthermore, Coyote Valley 
is one of the last remaining locations in San Jose that is large enough to implement a local 
regenerative agriculture effort which would include farming and grazing practices that, among 
other benefits, can help San Jose reach its climate goals by rebuilding soil organic matter – 
resulting in both carbon drawdown and improving the water cycle. Regenerative agriculture 
practices have roots in historic Indigenous knowledge of how to work with the land. 

 
Investment in open space is particularly critical for people who are negatively impacted by 
economic disadvantage, systemic racism, trauma, opportunity gaps, and other challenges. 
According to a 2020 report from the Center for American Progress and the Hispanic Access 
Foundation, communities of color experience nature deprivation at three times the rate of white 
Americans. Experiences in nature can help ameliorate high blood pressure, anxiety, 
sleeplessness and other harmful health conditions associated with environmental racism and 
the stressors that disproportionately affect communities of color and low income. Preserving 
ample open space is critical for providing city dwellers with a safe opportunity to exercise while 
social distancing. 

 
Affordable infill development within the current development footprint of the city is a 
more efficient use of resources. Prioritizing the health and resilience of our community means 
making open space investments paired with affordable housing policies and strategies. The City 
should prioritize resources to develop infill housing. Developing in the Wildland Urban Interface 
and in rural areas that are prone to fires and floods will only further deplete public resources that 
can be better spent in other parts of the city. Sprawl inequitably spreads city resources that 
could be better used on city services such as libraries, parks, affordable housing, and other 
community services. Infill is more cost-effective for cities and counties, since the infrastructure is 
already established. 

 
Building infill is better for the local economy and local workers since this type of 
construction creates better-paying jobs for construction workers. The wage difference between 
infill and urban sprawl housing building projects is at least 60% and workers who build in 
downtown cores bring more money home to their families. Moreover, economic studies have 
shown that very few jobs would be created by the more likely development, warehouses, which 
provide no significant economic benefit to San Jose by locating them in Coyote Valley.   

 
Acting now is increasingly urgent. Developments over the last year have only increased the 
need for immediate action on the climate crisis and on taking local actions for environmental 



 
 

 

 

equity and inclusion. This is in the alarmed recognition of the threat of a newly-proposed, 2.3 
million square-foot, Amazon-style warehouse for Coyote Valley, paving over farmland and open 
space and running hundreds of truck trips through wildlife corridors, all combined with more air 
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. This destructive proposal for Coyote Valley itself 
makes the case that the City Council should take action without delay to ensure a better future 
for all, especially including those excluded from the benefits of our system.  

 
We sign this letter as community leaders working to confront and address issues of equity in 
San Jose and throughout the Bay Area region. We believe that the health of people and our 
communities is inextricably tied to caring for our remaining working lands and wild places.  

 
Sincerely 

 
Chairwoman Charlene Nijmeh  
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe of the San Francisco 
Bay Area Chairwoman 

 
Chairman Valentin Lopez 
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band Chairman 

 
Blanca Alvarado 
Former Santa Clara County Supervisor 
 
Rod Diridon, Sr. 
Former Santa Clara County Supervisor 
 
Jim Beall 
Former California State Senator 

 
Tamara Alvarado 
Firekeeper with Calpulli Tonalehqueh 
 
Michele Lew 
The Health Trust CEO 

 
Gregory R. Kepferle 
Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County CEO  
 
Darcie Green 
Latinas Contra Cancer Executive Director 
Gabriela Chavez-Lopez 
Latina Coalition of Silicon Valley Executive 
Director 

 
Milan R. Balinton 
African American Community Service Agency 
Executive Director  
 
Mary Jessie Celestin  
Director of San José Strong Founder and 
Executive 

 
Anjee Helstrup-Alvarez 
MACLA/Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino 
Americana Executive Director 
  
Victor Vasquez 
SOMOS Mayfair Co- Executive Director 

 
Saul Ramos  
SOMOS Mayfair Co- Executive Director 
 
Dilza Gonzalez 
SOMOS Mayfair Lead Organizing Coordinator 
  
Josué García 
Saiasi Group CEO 
Cayce Hill 
Veggielution Executive Director 
 
Deb Kramer 
Keep Coyote Creek Beautiful Executive Director 

 
Dennis Lozano 
Anti-Racist San Jose Moderator 

 
Maria D. Martinez 
SOMOS Mayfair / Navegador 
Si Se Puede Collective Site Supervisor FRC 
 
Nelly B. Miranda 
SOMOS Mayfair Fuertes Program Coordinator 

 
Tom Myers 
Community Services Agency Executive Director 

 
Smita Patel 
San Jose General Plan Task Force Member 



 
 

 

 

 
Jessica Paz Cedillos 
School of Arts and Culture at the Mexican 
Heritage Plaza Executive Director 

 
Esther Peralez-Dieckmann 
Next Door Solutions Executive Director  

 
Sibella Kraus 
Sustainable Agriculture Education (SAGE) 
Executive Director 

 
Susan Butler-Graham 
Mothers Out Front Silicon Valley Team Member 

 
Roma Dawson 
District 1 neighborhood leader 

 
Megan Fluke 
Green Foothills Executive Director 
 
James P. Reber 
San Jose Parks Foundation Executive Director 

 
Jason Su 
Guadalupe River Park Conservancy Executive 
Director 
Justin Wang 
Greenbelt Alliance Advocacy Manager 

 
Margarita Arroyo 
SOMOS Mayfair Site Supervisor at Cesar 
Chavez FRC 
 
Cruzsilla Gutierrez 
SOMOS Mayfair Finance Department-Contracts 
administrator 
 
Brian Schmidt 
Mid-Peninsula Water District Board President 
  
Alice Kaufman 
Green Foothills Legislative Advocacy Director 

 
Juan Estrada 
Green Foothills Advocacy Associate and 
Organizer 























Current economic and development policy has hamstrung growth and development in Coyote 
for the last 50 years.  No housing, no infrastructure, no plans. Just one-off business' here and 
there. 
  
The result is disgusting. Exit one of the most vibrant economies in the world, and literally just 
miles away you find the following: 

• Dilapidated lots (mostly because no one really knows what to do with 5 acres)   

• Trash is on the side of all roads; it has become the great dumping grounds of San Jose.  

• At nighttime we are awakened with the constant drag racers and graffiti.  

• The traffic on country roads in coyote valley is absurd. It takes 20 minutes to drive 3 
miles in Coyote Valley.   

 
So, the solution proposed is to re-zone land into more of this useless agriculture that we have 
today?  
Continue to further the divide between San Jose and Coyote and force more jobs north and 
more houses south?  
Where are the economic studies of these farming hypothesis?  
What does a Walnut farmer make on a 20-acre harvest?  
Highlighting San Martin farmer stories, as told in the PPT presentation by Mr. Meehan isn't 
even a close comparison.  
  
What happens when it rains on the cherry crop, and you literally make zero money for the 
year?   
WHERE ARE THE YOUNGER GENERATIONS OF LAND OWNERS?  
 Are they fighting to farm this land?  
Who is asking to farm and can't because they can't afford the land?   
Why isn't it enough that thousands of acres have already been preserved as Open Space? 
  
The fact remains, that the person who farms who lives next to the Facebook employee making 
500K a year pay the same for gas, water, food and education.  That doesn't add up.  
  
I am disappointed that with all the great minds in government, that this is the best we can 
come up with. Why is it so hard to preserve what is pretty in Coyote and smartly develop the 
many acres that are "ripe" for others to raise a family, or earn a living?  
  
The Silicon Valley changed decades ago and now changes the world with our vibrant technology 
and start up community. This is the new crop that we grow.  
  
Coyote Valley is no longer a vibrant farming community-it hasn't been in 50 years.  A recent trip 
up north, I crossed through Winters.  Winters and the surrounding areas are full of thousands 
of acres of farming.  That’s what those areas of CA are built for!  
  
Can you imagine the outrage of those vibrant farming communities if you disrupted their 
economic communities and put in an Apple/Amazon/Cisco/Facebook campus?  



  
This is exactly what your proposal suggests is the right thing to do.  
 
Sincerely 
 
Will and Gretchen Saso 
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Dr. Kathleen A. Rose, Superintendent/President 
 
November 11, 2021 
 
Mr. Sergio Jimenez 
Council Member 
San Jose City Council 
200 E. Santa Clara Street 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 
RE: Amending City’s General Plan for Coyote Valley from Industrial to Agriculture 
 
Dear Councilman Jimenez:  
 
I am writing to you to support the recommendation of the General Plan 4 Year Review Task Force to amend the City’s 
General Plan for Coyote Valley from Industrial to Agriculture.  In 2020 the General Plan Task Force voted overwhelmingly 
to support the protection of Coyote Valley’s natural and working lands by changing the General Plan designations for 
lands already protected by OSA to “Open Space” and to change remaining undeveloped lands from “Industrial” to 
“Agriculture.” The city has already shifted the 35,000 jobs allocated to Coyote Valley previously, to downtown and other 
infill locations.   
 
In 2019 the City jointly funded the $96.3 million purchase of Sobrato and Brandenburg lands in North Coyote Valley with 
OSA and Peninsula Open Space Trust to protect close to 1,000 acres in their natural state.  San Jose voters approved a 
$650 million bond measure that included $50 million for this conservation lands purchase.  Since 2019, the conservation 
agencies and organizations have purchased another 437 acres of farmland on the valley floor to protect these lands from 
development and to restore natural habitat.   
 
The Gavilan Joint Community College District is very interested in workforce training and building skills in areas of 
resource stewardship, climate resilience, and wildfire management.  We welcome working with agencies such as the 
Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority and local and state conservation corporations to make this happen. Gavilan 
College supports the protection and restoration of natural and working lands as an outdoor laboratory to train the 
leaders of the future. 
 
In closing, I urge you to amend the city’s General Plan for Coyote Valley from Industrial to Agricultural based on the 
reasons provided above.    
 
Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. Rose, Ed.D., NCC 
Superintendent/President 

 

 





November 15, 2021

San Jose City Council
200 E. Santa Clara St.
San Jose, CA

Re: Agenda Item 10.3 - Coyote Valley General Plan Amendments

Dear Mayor Liccardo and Councilmembers,

The undersigned organizations support the staff recommendations and the memorandum from
Mayor Liccardo and Councilmembers Jimenez, Peralez, Cohen and Foley. In particular, we urge
the Council to ensure that any new uses for the parcels on the east side of Monterey Road will
be, as expressed in the Mayor and Councilmembers’ memo, “compatible with broader
environmental objectives to equitably preserve Coyote Valley for San José’s diverse
community.”

Now is the time to protect Coyote Valley for its wildlife habitat and connectivity, flood and
groundwater protection, farmland, open space recreational opportunities, and climate resilience.
In voting to approve the staff recommendations, this Council will be in the forefront of climate
action both in California and the nation. Please vote to approve the staff recommendations.

A New Vision For Coyote Valley

Since 2019, the City of San Jose, the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority (OSA), and
Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST), have acquired approximately 1400 acres of open space
land in North and Mid-Coyote Valley for permanent conservation. These historic conservation
purchases ushered in a new era for Coyote Valley. As stated in the Memorandum that was
unanimously approved by the City Council in November 2019:



Coyote Valley has captured the imagination of San Joseans for generations, but also has
sat within the crosshairs of development proposals— for everything from Apple’s world
headquarters, to campuses for Tandem, Cisco, and Xilinx, to tens of thousands of units
of housing. Only recently did we start to embrace a more future-focused vision for
Coyote Valley - one that views nature and green infrastructure as our allies in the
face of climate change. Our residents got it quickly, though—when we presented this
vision to voters through Measure T, it passed with 71 percent of the vote….

In keeping with the will of the voters, the plan for Coyote Valley should focus on a
comprehensive vision and set of goals that embrace nature and green
infrastructure.1

By approving the staff recommendations, the City Council will be affirming the new vision for
Coyote Valley as described above.

Monterey Road Study Must Protect Wildlife Connectivity

One of the most important benefits provided by Coyote Valley’s open space is wildlife
connectivity. Coyote Valley, located between the southern end of San Jose and the northern
boundary of Morgan Hill, is one of only two remaining landscape linkages between the Santa
Cruz Mountains and the rest of the state of California. Without a pathway to migrate out of the
Santa Cruz Mountains, animal populations would suffer from genetic isolation. The Central
Coast population of mountain lions was named a candidate for listing as an endangered or
threatened species in 2020; these big cats need room to roam and to find suitable mates, as do
other species.

Monterey Road, which runs north-south through Coyote Valley, is currently a roadkill hotspot.
Numerous animals, including mountain lions, coyotes, bobcats, badgers, deer, foxes, and even
pond turtles, are regularly hit and killed on Monterey Road. Surveys of roadkill data in the
Coyote Valley area suggest that Monterey Road is the most serious barrier to wildlife movement
in Coyote Valley -- worse than Highway 101.2 Thus, although Coyote Valley is a critical corridor
for wildlife movement, it is also a very fragile and impacted one. Any future study of potential
allowable development along Monterey Road must also address the problem of how to
ensure wildlife are able to cross the barrier of this roadway.

2 Santa Clara County Wildlife Corridor Technical Working Group, Coyote Valley Subcommittee. 2019.
Recommendations to reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions on the Monterey Road corridor in Coyote Valley,
Santa Clara County.

1 Memorandum by Mayor Liccardo, Vice-Mayor Jones, and Councilmembers Foley, Jimenez and Peralez,
November 6, 2019 (emphasis added).



San Jose’s General Plan contains the following actions:

ER-7.4 To facilitate the movement of wildlife across Coyote Valley, work with the appropriate
transportation agencies to replace portions of the median barrier on Monterey Road with a
barrier that maintains human safety while being more permeable to wildlife movement and
implement other improvements to benefit wildlife movement.

ER-7.5 Support the on-going identification and protection of critical linkages for wildlife
movement in the Mid-Coyote Valley.

These actions in the Envision 2040 General Plan should be included in the scope and goals for
any potential study of increased allowable uses along Monterey Road.



Source: Santa Clara County Wildlife Corridor Technical Working Group, Coyote Valley Subcommittee

Monterey Road Study Must Reflect Coyote Valley’s Rural Character

In spite of the vehicle traffic along Monterey Road that results in so many animals being struck
and killed, this corridor is still a rural area. It is outside the Urban Service Area and thus has no
access to city sewer infrastructure or other urban services, leaving any uses along this corridor
to solve issues such as wastewater treatment. Any future study of potential uses along the
Monterey Corridor must reflect this reality and not allow uses that are urban in nature or that
would allow an intensity of use that is incompatible with the surrounding area.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments.

Sincerely,

Alice Kaufman, Legislative Advocacy Director
Green Foothills

Shani Kleinhaius, Ph.D., Environmental Advocate
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society

Susan Butler-Graham, Team Coordinator
Mothers Out Front Silicon Valley



Deb Kramer, Executive Director
Keep Coyote Creek Beautiful

Linda Ruthruff, Conservation Chair
California Native Plant Society, Santa Clara Valley Chapter

James Eggers, Executive Director
Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter

Justin Wang, Advocacy Manager
Greenbelt Alliance

Regina Celestin Williams, Executive Director
SV@Home














