












































 

 

                                                                                

 

 

 
November 10, 2021 

 
Council Members 
City of San Jose 
Council Meeting, Nov. 16, General Plan Amendments, Coyote Valley 
 
Re: Item 10.3 21-2387.  Letter from Ken Alex, UC Berkeley Center for Law, Energy & 
Environment for San Jose City Council  
 
Honorable Members of the City Council and Staff: 
 
Many thanks for the chance to provide comments on item 10.3, General Plan Amendments 
related to Coyote Valley.  This is an update to the comments submitted for the Special Session 
reflecting the fact that the City has now adopted the resolution to adopt a net zero emission 
goal for 2030.   
 
I am working with Terry Watt, Louise Bedsworth, Garlynn Woodsong, and Ed Pinero of 
EcoMetrics on a climate resilience credits program to support conservation actions in Coyote 
Valley.  These are our joint comments. We have attached a description of that program to these 
comments. 
 
Six years ago, nearly every country signed the Paris Agreement, which committed them to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. However, greenhouse gas emissions and climate disruption 
have continued nearly unabated. This year, emissions reached historic levels, despite a brief 
decline last year at the start of the pandemic. At COP26 in Scotland this week, countries are 
struggling to get the world back on track. 
 
The City of San José, meanwhile, is taking bold steps to address climate change. In 2019, the 
City declared a Climate Emergency, laying the foundation for even bolder climate action. The 
City of San José is committed to meet the decarbonization goals established by the Paris 
Agreement. Now, at the November 8 Study Session, the City adopted a resolution setting a net 
zero emission goal for 2030.  The City clearly recognizes the important role that land 
conservation and stewardship play in meeting its climate goals and has resolved to protect 30 
percent of its land by 2030.  The City’s commitment to compact development, coupled with the 
protection and restoration of the Coyote Valley, is a leading model of climate smart, integrated 
land use.  
 



 

 

The preservation, restoration, and enhancement of natural and working lands play a critical role 
in meeting climate change goals, both by reducing travel emissions associated with sprawl 
development patterns, and through the removal and storage of carbon. These activities also 
result in broad co-benefits, including improvements in water quality, flood protection, 
recreational opportunities, economic development, and food production. The Coyote Valley 
presents a tremendous resource for the City of San Jose to realize its climate change and 
resilience goals, while also securing significant local benefits.  
 
By 2030, early analysis indicates that restoration of the Coyote Valley could sequester up to 
14% of the annual CO2 emissions of the City of San José as of 2019.  The sequestration potential 
of restoration activities in the Coyote Valley grows over time to the point that by the year 2150, 
the Coyote Valley could sequester more than 5 times the City’s total annual emissions. Coyote 
Valley is a tremendous resource for the City to realize its goals, providing an opportunity for the 
City to engage in preservation, restoration, and regeneration of the Valley to deliver broad co-
benefits for existing and future generations, including: 
 

- Flood mitigation 
- Water quality enhancement 
- Groundwater recharge 
- Recreation opportunities 
- Habitat restoration 
- Biodiversity 
- Sustainable local food production 
- Economic development through small farms, regeneration and restoration 

activities, and rural tourism 
 
We are working on a Climate Resilience Credits Program as an implementation mechanism that 
allows these broader benefits to be captured and to generate revenue for conservation, 
restoration, and regenerative activities.  
 
We commend the City on the adoption of the 2030 net neutrality resolution, and the ambition 
and commitment to climate action that it represents. We further commend the City’s 
consideration of the General Plan amendments on November 16 that aligns City land use policy 
with conservation and climate priorities. Coyote Valley is important to this outcome. 
 
As world leaders meet in Scotland with differing levels of urgency, San José can take concrete 
action to continue its leadership in California, the US, and the world.  Coyote Valley is an 
essential part of the City’s bold vision.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Ken Alex 
Director, Project Climate 
UC Berkeley Center for Law, Energy, & Environment 



 

 

 
Attachments: 
1) Backgrounder 
2) Flow chart 
 
  
 
About CLEE: The Center for Law, Energy & the Environment works with government, business, 
and the nonprofit sector to help solve urgent problems that require innovative and often 
interdisciplinary approaches. Drawing on the combined expertise of faculty, staff, and students 
across UC Berkeley, CLEE translates empirical findings into smart public policy solutions that 
better our environmental and energy governance systems. 

About Project Climate:  Project Climate is focused on moving promising climate solutions more 
quickly to policy and scale.  Because each climate solution faces its own set of barriers and 
hurdles to large scale adoption, each solution requires its own action plan.  Project Climate will 
move forward on as many climate solutions as time and funding allow. 

 
 
CONTACT 

Project Climate 

Center for Law, Energy & the Environment 

UC Berkeley School of Law 

Berkeley, CA 94720-7200  

https://www.law.berkeley.edu/research/clee/research/climate/projectclimate/ 
 

 


































