
October 22, 2021

To: Mayor Sam liccardo and San Jose City Council Members

Re: Agenda Item 6.1 Report on Bids and Award of Construction Contract for 7745 - Outfall Channel and

Instrumentation Improvements Project at the San José-Santa Clara Regional Wastewater Facility.

Dear Mayor Liccardo and Council Members,

Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society (SCVAS) and Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge (CCCR)

commented on the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (DMND) for the San José-Santa Clara Regional

Wastewater Facility (RWF) Outfall Bridge and Instrumentation Improvements (Project) in May 2021.

SCVAS and CCCR participated in the Community Advisory Group for the RWF Master Plan and recognize

that the Project is critical for operations at the RWF.

The IS/MND proposes that lighting on the Outfall Bridge is needed to ensure safety of staff that conducts

“about five trips per day by operations and maintenance … to read and maintain the instruments in

addition to periodic mowing of the levees.”

In our comment letter, we highlighted the devastating impacts of lighting (especially blue light) on

almost all species and all ecosystems. We believe that with minor modifications to lighting design, San

Jose can further reduce or avoid adverse impacts to bay ecosystems with no consequences to

functionality.

Revisions to the Initial Study 4-2 states: “New lighting would consist of CrouseHinds Champ Pro PVML

Type 1 lighting (or an equivalent system) LED blue spectrum (i.e., 5,000 Kelvin) cool white floodlights

with a brightness of approximately 10,730 nominal lumens. The new lights which would be on all the

time during night hours to provide safe operator access to the bridge.” in addition,

As we have highlighted in our comment letter, state-of-the-art science shows that LED blue spectrum

(i.e., 5,000 Kelvin) floodlights are harmful to all species of wildlife and to ecosystems. Lighting in general,

and especially in environmentally sensitive environments, should be used only where needed, when

needed, and at the lowest brightness possible and lowest Correlated Color Temperature (Kelvin)






