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Subcommittee transparency and participation

tessa woodmansee < >
Wed 10/13/2021 2:00 PM
To:  Blaire Beekman >; Charter Review Commission 10a <CRC10a@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter
Review Commission 10b <CRC10b@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review Commission 1a <CRC1a@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review
Commission 1b <CRC1b@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review Commission 2a <CRC2a@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review
Commission 2b <CRC2b@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review Commission 3a <CRC3a@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review
Commission 3b <CRC3b@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review Commission 4a <CRC4a@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review
Commission 4b <CRC4b@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review Commission 5a <CRC5a@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review
Commission 5b <CRC5b@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review Commission 6b <CRC6b@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review
Commission 6a <CRC6a@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review Commission 7b <CRC7b@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review
Commission 7a <CRC7a@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review Commission 8a <CRC8a@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review
Commission 8b <CRC8b@sanjoseca.gov>; Charter Review Commission 9a <CRC9a@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc:  tessa woodmansee < >

 

 

Greetings,  

This letter is demanding that the subcommittees for our commissions especially the charter review
commission be recorded, shared with public, open to public with public comments.  

This is critical especially as we go forward with our coping with our climate crisis so that there is a
open record of what happened in all of our deliberations for future generations to see as we face
catastrophic climate change from our human activity!  

Warm regards,

Tessa woodmansee 
President, garden alameda village association 
San Jose Climate crisis action team member  

On Fri, Sep 3, 2021 at 1:25 PM tessa woodmansee < > wrote: 
Greetings Toni Taber and City Clerk's Office,
 
This letter is to address that the City Clerk's office is not reaching out to us as outlined below in the
Charter Review Commission's guidelines, in particular the Thursday, September 9th meeting for
public information and input I have heard nothing about!  
 
I am not hearing either from the charter review commission meetings I attend that there is a Public
hearing on September 9th.  This commission meeting RE:   Auditing of our City operations which
has not been done at all in San Jose compared to the County of Santa Clara that audits their
departments thoroughly and regularly is very important. Yet no communication outreach about this
meeting and historically other meetings as well from our City Clerk's office that is paid and
mandated to do this outreach.
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In addition, The public agenda items--The People's agenda --The Third leg of the Charter Review
Commission have been given the short end of the stick.
 
The PEOPLE'S agenda Charter Review Commission third leg has the CLIMATE CRISIS,  REIMAGINING
POLICE, ACCOUNTABILITY, REPRESENTATION AND INCLUSION  in its work plan to be incorporated
into our San Jose Charter.  
 
This agenda has received very little support from the city and the $400,000 dollar hired consultant.
 
I find this abhorrent, evil, immoral, selfish and greedy especially with our climate crisis being at our
doorsteps with CATASTROPHIC, irreversible climate change HAPPENING  right NOW!!!   THIS
IS CAUSED FROM  our global heating from our emissions that emit greenhouse gases from our
burning of oil, gas and coal:  OUR FOSSIL FUELS  and the use of cement.  
 
THIS Catastrophic irreversible climate change is happening NOW...NOT 2030,  NOT 2050. and needs
to be put in our City's Charter--our Bible, our Constitution  so it is not at the whims of our politicians
that are beholden to the corporations and businesses that have primarily caused our Climate crisis
and secondarily by the corporate and political propaganda that encourages us to engage in
behaviours that consume fossil fuels. 
 
The political agendas of the other two legs of our charter review commission have received SEVEN
(7)  meetings each since the start of the Charter Review commission.
 
The third leg-- The People's agenda that includes our climate crisis  has received practically no time
or support and many have even tried to undermine their agenda--  from the hired consultant, the
city clerk and the charter review leadership commissioners.  
 
The People's agenda  NEEDS and we the People demand Equal and Equitable time:  
 
To be equitable we demand SEVEN (7)  entire meetings to address the critical People's  issues that
will be massively affecting the people of San Jose and needs to be integrated into our city charter.  
 
Below please find info about required city clerk Outreach which I have not seen on Nextdoor or in
my direct email  or from our politicians in addition our emails should be obtained from going to
meetings and contacting the clerk's office and information on how to be on the Charter Review
Commission's mailing list is not addressed at meetings either.  
 
City Clerk Role and Outreach

The City Clerk is responsible for sending out notices to the public about the
Commission’s public hearings. The City Clerk follows a multi-channel protocol
when sharing information related to the Commission with the goal of reaching as
many community members as possible.

The City Clerk uses the following social media channels to share information: 
● City Clerk’s Facebook posts 
● City Clerk's Twitter posts 
● City Facebook posts and paid ads (starting July 23, 2021) 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCSJCItyClerk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCharterReview%40sanjoseca.gov%7C72b8836f41c944a4b4a108d98e8c810c%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637697556394939165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nguWy1XRb70FnaVhGc%2BBfSgx2d8qW%2BSqi3MCl9ACR6s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fcsjcityclerk%3Flang%3Den&data=04%7C01%7CCharterReview%40sanjoseca.gov%7C72b8836f41c944a4b4a108d98e8c810c%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637697556394949118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ivNLYJZF2qofRefxO5%2FezTXeMP8vwjzf%2BBxrzzJpk04%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCityofSanJose&data=04%7C01%7CCharterReview%40sanjoseca.gov%7C72b8836f41c944a4b4a108d98e8c810c%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637697556394949118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uBVrSPEG9OOv2FefuzEiaySRZ6PcVma10Cof8Seq%2Bzk%3D&reserved=0
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● City Twitter posts (starting July 23, 2021) 
● City Next Door (starting July 23, 2021)

The City Clerk coordinates with City Council offices to ensure that information is
distributed to communities though the Councilmembers.

The City Clerk has devoted a page of the City's website to information on the San
José Charter Review Commission.

All recordings of public hearings and Charter Review Commission meetings can be
found on the  City of San José's YouTube Channel compiled into a playlist called
“Charter Review Commission.”

The City Clerk will also send out notices to a list of neighborhood organizations.

Sincerely,

Tessa Woodmansee,

President, Garden Alameda Village Association

 
 
 
--  
Clean Air and Quiet Neighborhoods--A Natural Right.

--  
Clean Air and Quiet Neighborhoods—A Natural Right!
 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FCityofSanJose&data=04%7C01%7CCharterReview%40sanjoseca.gov%7C72b8836f41c944a4b4a108d98e8c810c%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637697556394959075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eBHdroXFO0%2BEJp%2BZHF%2Fw%2F9DTee8dA3dvKsVLaWcmaFg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnextdoor.com%2Fagency-detail%2Fca%2Fsan-jose%2Fcity-of-san-jose%2F&data=04%7C01%7CCharterReview%40sanjoseca.gov%7C72b8836f41c944a4b4a108d98e8c810c%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637697556394959075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2p1f5cEJvK0zhuIYOn3e5ah4hJUVyEfsfRFahL%2BHGOE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanjoseca.gov%2Fyour-government%2Fappointees%2Fcity-clerk%2Fcharter-review-commission&data=04%7C01%7CCharterReview%40sanjoseca.gov%7C72b8836f41c944a4b4a108d98e8c810c%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637697556394969029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NUGkCh02u0I1rcK5aBH2VGyGiWO1xZiBUEPpacoA7GI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCeDiMzJEUbPgaruDcXnD4Cg&data=04%7C01%7CCharterReview%40sanjoseca.gov%7C72b8836f41c944a4b4a108d98e8c810c%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637697556394969029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xtncefqXufez8Mx5jdh%2FAdsNnqQQK1c3lePXOtOVA9I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DT_6qez8B0vk%26list%3DPLn4hnkJ4Do4wpg4hPXo55WEXuhVfUoxTB&data=04%7C01%7CCharterReview%40sanjoseca.gov%7C72b8836f41c944a4b4a108d98e8c810c%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637697556394978987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZauDcR7bGZUrthmOEFbTzSCK9Shmk6aXJPkinubeQe8%3D&reserved=0
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Fw: Letter to the Rules & Open Government Committee

City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>
Fri 10/8/2021 8:13 AM
To:  Rules and Open Government Committee Agendas <rulescommitteeagenda@sanjoseca.gov>

1 attachments (319 KB)
Mayoral election year-Rules Cmte.pdf;

Office of the City Clerk | City of San José 
200 E. Santa Clara St., Tower 14th Floor 
San Jose, CA 95113 
Main: 408-535-1260 
Fax: 408-292-6207

How is our service? Please take our short survey.

From: David Bini <
Sent: Thursday, October 7, 2021 9:27 PM 
To: City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: Le�er to the Rules & Open Government Commi�ee

You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

Dear City Clerk,

Please provide this letter for the Rules & Open Government Committee.

Thank you,

David Bini
Executive Director
Santa Clara & San Benito Counties 
Building & Construction Trades Council 
Office  - 

, San Jose, CA 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W2MBFBN
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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Fw: Letter for Rules Committee meeting

City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>
Fri 10/8/2021 10:03 AM
To:  Rules and Open Government Committee Agendas <rulescommitteeagenda@sanjoseca.gov>

Office of the City Clerk | City of San José 
200 E. Santa Clara St., Tower 14th Floor 
San Jose, CA 95113 
Main: 408-535-1260 
Fax: 408-292-6207

How is our service? Please take our short survey.

From: Richard Konda <
Sent: Thursday, October 7, 2021 3:10 PM 
To: City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: Le�er for Rules Commi�ee mee�ng

You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

Dear City Clerk: 
Please find a�ached a le�er regarding an upcoming Rules Commi�ee mee�ng. 
Sincerely, 

Richard Konda
Executive Director
Asian Law Alliance 

San Jose, CA 

This message may contain confiden�al and privileged informa�on.  If it has been sent to you in error,
please reply to advise the sender of the error and then immediately delete the message.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W2MBFBN
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

FW: Letter to City Hall for Mayoral Election Date Change

City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>
Tue 10/12/2021 8:55 AM
To:  Rules and Open Government Committee Agendas <rulescommitteeagenda@sanjoseca.gov>

From: Irma Campos <
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2021 8:37 AM 
To:  City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Cc: Maricela Gu�errez <
Subject: Le�er to City Hall for Mayoral Elec�on Date Change

Hello, 

Please find the a�ached.

Sincerely,

Irma Campos 
Front Desk Receptionist 

Services, Immigrant Rights & Educa�on Network (SIREN)

San Jose, CA 

Fresno, CA 

www.SirenImmigrantRights.org 
Donate to SIREN and give the gi� of opportunity.

http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sirenimmigrantrights.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccity.clerk%40sanjoseca.gov%7Cb06a21a787f4479228b508d98d9633b9%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637696498652437118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8khdvx1vaaFhTDPgdHZYC1wis%2BIOjMisfOCObAL9d0Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsiren.nationbuilder.com%2Fdonate&data=04%7C01%7Ccity.clerk%40sanjoseca.gov%7Cb06a21a787f4479228b508d98d9633b9%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1%7C0%7C637696498652437118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QFFOrr2u5M9gJd83%2B6mRtYs0OQW9wVBz9ggj%2FDkoZcs%3D&reserved=0


Bay Area Office     Central Valley Office 

 CA  Fresno, CA 
Phone: Phone:
Email: Email:

Web: www.sirenimmigrantrights.org Web: www.sirenimmigrantrights.org 

The Honorable Council member Jones, Chair and  

Members of the Rules & Open Government Committee 

City of San José  

200 East Santa Clara Street  

San Jose, CA 95113 

10/8/2021 

Dear Members of the Rules & Open Government Committee, 

On behalf of Services, Immigrant Rights and Education Network (SIREN), I am writing 

to urge San José Rules Committee to approve the recommendation to transition 

mayoral elections to the presidential election cycle.  

According to San José State political scientists, th is policy can make a significant impact 

on voter participation and representation. Over the past four mayoral elections, an 

average of 43.4% of registered voters turned out to vote. With less than half of eligible 

San Jose residents deciding a major elected position, we must take every opportunity to 

improve this statistic and improve our local democratic process. Now, the Rules 

Committee is presented with this very choice. Election research suggests that moving 

the timing of the city’s mayoral elections to presidential years would increase voter 

turnout by approximately 30%.  

This issue has a critical implication on San José’s commitment to equitable elections. In 

an era of rampant voter suppression across the country that threatens the political voice 

of communities of color, we must pay particular attention to how city policies impact 

historically marginalized communities. The data reveal that those voters most likely to 

participate in both mayoral and presidential elections are disproportionately white, 

homeowners, more educated and affluent, and US-born. Changing the mayoral election 

to presidential years would increase the representation of people of color, young voters, 



Bay Area Office     Central Valley Office 

San Jose, CA  Fresno, CA
Phone: Phone:
Email: Email:

Web: www.sirenimmigrantrights.org Web: www.sirenimmigrantrights.org 

and women, who are more likely to vote during presidential elections. 

Supporting this amendment will help maximize voter turnout and ensure that our 

democratic institutions are truly representative of the wide range of communities that 

make ours a remarkable city. We urge members of the Rules & Open Government 

Committee to support this item and consider who has a say in electing our city’s mayor. 

Respectfully, 

Maricela Gutiérrez, 
Executive Director 
SIREN 



10/14/21, 12:50 PM Mail - Rules and Open Government Committee Agendas - Outlook

https://outlook.office365.com/mail/rulescommitteeagenda@sanjoseca.gov/inbox/id/AAQkADhhYzk3NTk1LTBmZDAtNDc4Yi1hN2Q0LTZjNmZjNTk5MT… 1/1

[External Email]

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

FW: Fight For $15 - FEI Letter

City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>
Tue 10/12/2021 12:44 PM
To:  Rules and Open Government Committee Agendas <rulescommitteeagenda@sanjoseca.gov>

From: Niousha Farhangi <
Sent: Tuesday, October 12, 2021 12:41 PM 
To: City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: Fight For $15 - FEI Le�er

Please see the le�er a�ached below. 

Best, 

--
Niousha Farhangi
Community Organizer 

http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


The Honorable Councilmember Jones, Chair and
Members of the Rules & Open Government Committee
City of San José
200 East Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113

10/12/21

Dear Members of the Rules & Open Government Committee,

On behalf of Fight For $15 and a Union, I am writing to urge San José Rules Committee
to approve the recommendation to transition mayoral elections to the presidential
election cycle.

According to San José State political scientists, this policy can make a significant impact
on voter participation and representation. Over the past four mayoral elections, an
average of 43.4% of registered voters turned out to vote. With less than half of eligible
San Jose residents deciding a major elected position, we must take every opportunity to
improve this statistic and improve our local democratic process. Now, the Rules
Committee is presented with this very choice. Election research suggests that moving
the timing of the city’s mayoral elections to presidential years would increase voter
turnout by approximately 30%.

This issue has a critical implication on San José’s commitment to equitable elections. In
an era of rampant voter suppression across the country that threatens the political voice
of communities of color, we must pay particular attention to how city policies impact
historically marginalized communities. The data reveal that those voters most likely to
participate in both mayoral and presidential elections are disproportionately white,
homeowners, more educated and affluent, and US-born. Changing the mayoral election
to presidential years would increase the representation of people of color, young voters,
and women, who are more likely to vote during presidential elections.



Supporting this amendment will help maximize voter turnout and ensure that our
democratic institutions are truly representative of the wide range of communities that
make ours a remarkable city. We urge members of the Rules & Open Government
Committee to support this item and consider who has a say in electing our city’s mayor.

Respectfully,

Allynn Umel
National Campaign Director, Fight For $15 and a Union
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