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The number of 501c3 arts 

organizations grew from 659 to 

1063 over past ten years.

The collective budgets of the 

entire Silicon Valley arts 

ecosystem is less than two to 

three large budget arts 

organizations in places like New 

York, San Francisco and 

Chicago.

Note: Size does not equate to 

value and relevance.



While large budget 

arts organizations in 

other cities grew in 

number, San Jose’s 

contracted and 

geographically 

dispersed over the 

past decade.

Silicon Valley tech-

centric cultural 

institutions grew the 

most. 









Value: The Arts…..
• Deepen Attachment to Place and Each Other

• Create a Sense of Community, Joy and Belonging

• Foster Health, Well Being and Quality of Life

• Drive Academic Performance

• Fuel Economic Activity

Challenges: 
• Affordability

• Philanthropic Climate

• Development Pattern

• Invisibility

• Impact of COVID



What Can We Do?

• Embrace who we are

• Leverage our strengths 

• Form coalitions

• Create a web of solutions

• Tell our unique story


