
P.O. Box 5374 
San Jose, CA 95150 
www.lwvsjsc.org 
August 18, 2021 

To:  Mayor Liccardo, Vice Mayor Jones, and Councilmembers Jimenez, Peralez, Cohen, Carrasco, 
Davis, Esparza, Arenas, Foley, and Mahan 

cc: San Jose City Clerk 

Subject:  August 31 City Council, Item 8.6, Affordable Housing Siting Policy 
 
The League of Women Voters of San Jose/Santa Clara asks you to support actions related to the 
Affordable Housing Siting Policy that will provide more funding to new projects in opportunity 
areas and more resources to neighborhoods with high crime and/or poverty.  Of particular 
concern is that 78% of all census block groups in San Jose do not contain any existing or pipeline 
affordable homes.  We believe it is critical to track key indicators such as affordable housing 
populations served, review progress frequently, and adjust course over time to ensure affordable 
housing choice throughout all of the city.   
 
The League of Women Voters organizations at state, national, and local levels have long held 
positions, created after study by consensus of members, on equality of opportunity that stress equal 
access to education, employment, and housing.  We have advocated for many fair housing policies 
since the 1960s.     
 
The League of Women Voters of California actively supports state legislation to increase equal 
opportunity in housing.  From meeting basic human needs to land use and transportation to climate 
change, housing is an issue that affects a large number of its positions. (https://lwvc.org/key-issues).  
LWV San Jose/Santa Clara adopted its own housing position in the late 1980s.   
 
We believe: 

• Zoning practices and procedures that will counteract racial and economic isolation should be 
promoted.  (LWVUS Criteria for Housing Supply https://lwvc.org/position/meeting-basic-human-needs) 

• Dispersing affordable units throughout the community has had a long history of socioeconomic 
and political success in California.  (LWVCA https://lwvc.org/issues/housing) 

• Programs that provide adequate housing for low income families including “freedom of choice 

as to locations of their homes” should be supported.  (LWVSJSC Positions: 

https://www.lwvsjsc.org/league-positions) 

• Developments should be “scattered throughout the community.”  (LWVSJSC) 

• Zoning  and building codes should be flexible and include an allowance for an “economic mix.” 
(LWVSJSC) 

 
The League of Women Voters appreciates the report provided by consultants that includes a review of 
academic research, mapping and an extensive data-driven analysis.  It vividly demonstrates the failure 
of the current Dispersion Policy.  Please vote on August 31 to establish the Affordable Housing 
Siting Policy.    
 
Regards, 
 

Carol M. Watts 
 
Carol Watts 
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President, League of Women Voters of San Jose/Santa Clara 
president@lwvsjsc.org 
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HONORARY COUNCIL 
 
Hon. Ash Kalra 
California State Assembly 
Member 
 

Hon. Sam Liccardo 
Mayor, City of San Jose 
 

Hon. Evan Low 
California State Assembly 
Member 
 

Councilmember Raul Peralez 
City of San Jose 
 

Chuck Robbins 
CEO, Cisco 
 

Hon. Mike Wasserman 
Santa Clara County 
Supervisor 
 

Lived Experience Advisory 
Board 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Roger Biscay 
Cisco      
 

Jan Bernstein Chargin 
Gilroy Compassion Center 
 

Louis Chicoine 
Abode Services 
 

Dantae Lartigue 
Razing the Bar 
 

Miguel Marquez 
County of Santa Clara 
 

Jacky Morales-Ferrand 
City of San Jose 
 

Jennifer Loving 
Destination: Home  
 

Preston Prince 
SCC Housing Authority 
 

Joel John Roberts 
PATH 
 

Claudine Sipili 
CityTeam 
 

John A. Sobrato 
The Sobrato Organization 
 

Ben Spero 
Spectrum Equity Investors 
 

Nicole Taylor 
Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation 
 

Ted Wang 
Cowboy Ventures 
 

Gary Wipfler 
Apple 

ENDING HOMELESSNESS IN SILICON VALLEY 
 

August 25, 2021 
 
Mayor & City Council 
City of San Jose 
200 East Santa Clara Street, 18th Floor 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Re: Affordable Housing Siting Policy (Item 8.6 on the August 31st City 
Council Meeting Agenda) 
 
 
Dear Mayor Liccardo and Members of the City Council, 
 
We urge you to adopt the proposed Affordable Housing Siting Policy, 
which provides a strong framework for achieving San Jose’s 
ambitious affordable housing goals. 
 
In order to solve our housing crisis, we need to drastically increase the 
production of affordable housing in our community. As noted in the staff 
report, while 46% of SJ households qualify for affordable housing, only 6% 
of the existing or pipeline housing stock are deed-restricted affordable 
homes. San Jose is only a fraction of the way to meeting its goal to 
develop 10,000 new affordable homes by 2022 and the city’s next 
Regional Housing Needs Allocation calls for 23,775 deed-restricted 
affordable homes over the next 8 years. In addition, we know that our 
deficit of affordable housing is most severe for Extremely Low Income 
(ELI) households - as the National Low Income Housing Coalition 
estimates that there are only 29 affordable and available homes for every 
100 ELI households in San Jose. 
 
At the same time, we must take steps to promote more equitable 
development that ensures low-income residents have access to 
affordable housing in all parts of our city. According to the City’s report, 
78% of Census blocks do not contain any deed-restricted affordable 
housing - severely limiting low-income residents’ ability to find housing 
in many parts of our city, particularly higher opportunity neighborhoods. 
 
The proposed Siting Policy will help the City address both of these 
challenges, by continuing to invest in affordable housing in all parts of 
San Jose, while shifting more of that production to high-opportunity and 
resource-rich areas. Taking this type of balanced approach will be key to 
not only achieving our aggressive affordable housing production goals, 
but also ensuring that more San Jose neighborhoods include affordable 
housing options for our residents. 
 
This policy represents an important step towards achieving our 
affordable housing goals, but there is still much work ahead to truly 
realize our goals. In particular, the City Council will be presented with 



















































  
 
 

 

   

    
    

     
    

            

     

                
              

                  
           

                
              

            
              

            
        

            
                

                    
                 
      

                   
                 

                   
                 

 

                
                    

                    
               

         

                
              







  

  

                    

            
            

              
  

            
     

                
 

               
              

          

                
                 

                    
                         

                     
                

                 
                

                

                 
             
                

                
                  

                   
                 

                   
                   
                  

                     
    

            
                  

        

  
 



















               
              
 

                 
    

   

                  





                
     

    

                  





                
                 

                
  

                  





                

              

                   

  

  

                  





                

              

                   

  

  

                  





                

              

                   

  

    

                  























           

                   
                

               
                 

                

                   
        

 
  

      
      

       

                  








