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Sideshows and Street Racing

Participants continue to engage in illegal sideshows and 
street racing in San Jose.

Current Tools:

• Patrol Teams
• Racer Enforcement Detail (bolstered July 1, 2021)
• Outside Agencies (Ad Hoc Task Force- as needed)
• Technology 
• Existing Spectator Ordinance
• Proposed Prohibition of Encouraging Spectator 

Ordinance
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• Discourages and holds accountable those encouraging these illegal sideshow and 

street racing events in San Jose.

• Fines

• Proving Violation: Investigators must prove the subject “knowingly encourage, 

promote, instigate, assist, facilitate, aid, or abet the gathering of spectators for a 

street race or sideshow in San José.”

• Could be through their actions, 

statements (violator/witnesses),

online activities, and other methods of 

encouraging the illegal events.

Proposed Ordinance

Photo from Sideshow/street race on March 12, 2021
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Outreach Campaigns

• PD will work with media relations to advertise new ordinance as well as 
new bolstered enforcement teams for San Jose.

• Community will be kept updated on regular enforcement impacts 
through PD social media and media outlets.

• Press Information (PD)

• Council Newsletters/Outlets

• District Attorney’s Office

• Other Media
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Related Technology and Planning Projects

• PD continues to work with DOT on 
reimagining intersections related to these 
illegal events

• Technological improvements are in the 
works to help memorialize those involved 
in illegal events and allow PD follow up.



Conclusion
• The Police Department continues weekly enforcement and designated teams 

for sideshow/illegal street racing events.

• This ordinance will focus on those facilitating spectators to San Jose and hold 
them accountable for those actions.

• This, along with all sideshow/street racing enforcement, will be coordinated 
through the City Attorney’s Office.

• This is another effective tool in combating the dangerous and potentially 
deadly illegal street activities in San Jose.
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Questions?
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