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Where the Water Goes



San Jose Watersheds & 

Waterways
 26 distinct creeks 

and streams

 136 miles of  creeks 
and streams

 Support native flora 
and fauna



Municipal Regional Stormwater 

Permit

 Federal Clean Water Act 

requirement

 Five-year permit 

regulates municipal 

storm sewer system 

discharges

 Permit Reissuance



C.3 New & 

Redevelopmen

t
Project Type Current Permit Proposed Changes

Commercial, 

Municipal, 

Multi-Family 

Dwellings

10,000 sq. ft. –

treatment 

required

5,000 sq. ft. –

treatment required. 

*Includes Public 

Right of  way

Single Family 

Homes
Exempt

10,000 sq. ft. –

treatment required

Roadway 

Projects

Maintenance 

Exempt

1 acre with 

replacement down 

to base

Green 

Stormwater 

Infrastructure

Develop a GSI 

Plan

Construct GSI to 

treat 10 acres



C.3 New & Redevelopment

Impacts:

 Additional green stormwater 

infrastructure

 Estimated additional costs:

 $27/sq. ft for development

 Estimated $79 million for 

roadway maintenance

 Additional permitting, 

inspecting, tracking, & 

reporting

Project Type Proposed Changes

Commercial, 

Municipal, Multi-

Family Dwellings

5,000 sq. ft. – treatment 

required. *Includes 

Public Right-of-way

Single Family 

Homes

10,000 sq. ft. –

treatment required

Roadway Projects
1 acre with replacement 

down to base

Green Stormwater 

Infrastructure

Construct GSI to treat 

10 acres



C.10 Trash Load Reduction -

Current

• 32 Large Trash Capture 
Devices

• 138 inlet screens

• Plastic Bag Ban

• Polystyrene Ban

• Creek & Shoreline Cleanups

• Direct Discharge Program

• On-land 
Programs/Assessments
• Anti-litter
• Public litter cans 
• RAPID
• BeautifySJ

 Exceeded 

80% required 

target as of  

2018 

and currently

maintaining



C.10 Trash Load Reduction

• ? Large Trash Capture 
Devices

• ? inlet screens

• Additional On-land 
Programs/Assessments
• Anti-litter
• Public litter cans 
• RAPID
• BeautifySJ

35%
?

90%

100%
2025

2023



C.10 Trash 

Load 

Reduction: 

Private Land 

Equity Impact
 74% below $121,786 median 

household income
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1 = $151,696 - $250,000+

2 = $121,787 - $151,696

3 = $103,612 - $121,786

4 = $82,842 - $103,611

5 = $26,019 - $82,841

Median Household Income 



C.12 Polychlorinated Biphenyls 

Controls

 PCBs in stormwater 

from industrial areas

 Control measures

 Structural

 Programmatic

 Source properties vs. 

potential areas



New Requirements: 

Cost Reporting & Unhoused

 Cost Reporting

 Level of  detail TBD

 Framework for methodology, expectations, and 

guidance

 Unhoused (RVs, Encampments, etc.)

 Track and report homeless data

 Actions taken to address homelessness

 Interdepartmental coordination



Next Steps

February 2020

•Administrative 
Draft

June - July 
2021

•Tentative 
Order

October 2021

•Water Board 
Adoption

July 2022

• Permit Effective 
Date

Tentative Permit Reissuance Schedule:
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