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12/18/20 

SUBJECT: FILE NO. ST20-003 STREET RENAMING TO RENAME PORTIONS OF BIRD 

AVENUE, SOUTH MONTGOMERY STREET, SOUTH AUTUMN STREET, AND 

NORTH AUTUMN STREET TO BARACK OBAMA BOULEVARD, PUBLIC 

STREETS EXTENDING APPROXIMATELY 4,300 FEET BEWTEEN INTERSTATE 

280 IN THE SOUTH AND WEST ST. JOHN STREET IN THE NORTH. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt a resolution to rename portions of Bird Avenue, South Montgomery Street, South Autumn Street, and 

North Autumn Street as Barack Obama Boulevard. These are public streets extending approximately 4,300 

feet between Interstate 280 in the south and West St. John Street in the north.  

 

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 

On August 18, 2020, Bill Melson, on behalf of the Barack Obama Boulevard Committee, submitted an 

application to rename public streets Bird Avenue, South Montgomery Street, South Autumn Street, and North 

Autumn Street from their respective names to Barack Obama Boulevard. The attached map identifies the 

location of the public streets proposed to be renamed. The portions of Bird Avenue, South Montgomery 

Street, South Autumn Street, and North Autumn Street to be renamed extend approximately 4,300 feet and 

are located between Interstate 280 in the south and West St. John Street in the north (See Exhibit A). 

 

The renaming has been reviewed by Santa Clara County Communications, the United States Post Office, the 

City of San Jose Fire and Police Departments, and the City of San Jose Building Addressing Section. No 

issues were identified. However, the San Jose Fire and Police Departments indicated that adequate signage, 

coordination of implementation timing, and advanced coordination between Planning, Building, Fire, Police, 

Transportation, and Public Works are vitally important to ensure as seamless a transition as possible. 

 

Climate Smart San José: The recommendation in this memorandum has no effect on Climate Smart San José 

energy, water, or mobility goals. 

 

City Council Policy 6-5 entitled “Street Naming and Renaming” (“Council Policy 6-5”, as revised on August 

11, 2020) establishes the process and criteria for public and private streets naming and renaming. Pursuant to 

the Council Policy, the Planning Director determined the proposed street renaming is a renaming of a 

“minor” public street, subject to a more streamlined process and criteria, because no more than twenty (20) 

occupied parcels are affected by the proposed renaming. Planning staff fully implemented the Council Policy 

on Public Outreach by requiring the applicant to post on-site signs notifying the public of the proposal and 

identifying how to obtain additional information or submit comments. Over seventy (70) public comments 

were received for this project. The majority of comments received were in support of the proposed renaming. 

A community meeting was held on November 30, 2020. Staff provided an overview of the proposed 

renaming and planning process. The applicant presented on the origin of the proposal, Committee 

composition and project status. Twenty-six (26) members of the public attended the meeting. Five members 
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of the public provided public comment. The property owners and occupants within a 500-foot radius were 

sent public hearing notices for the City Council hearing pursuant to the aforementioned policy. 

 

Commission Recommendation/Input: Pursuant to Council Policy 6-5, the proposed street renaming is taken 

directly to City Council. Therefore, no commission recommendation or input is associated with this action. 

 

Planning staff recommends the City Council adopt the resolution approving the renaming of portions of 

public streets from “Bird Avenue”, “South Montgomery Street”, “South Autumn Street”, and “North Autumn 

Street” to “Barack Obama Boulevard”, as the renaming meets the criteria of City Council Policy 6-5.  

  

COST AND FUNDING SOURCE: 

The applicant, Barack Obama Boulevard Committee, is responsible for all costs associated with the new 

street and highway signs.  

 

FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT: Rosalynn Hughey, Director, Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement. 

 
Attachments:  

Exhibit A: ST20-003 – Minor Street Renaming Map 

Exhibit B: ST20-003 – Public Comments Received Through December 7, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Esri Community Maps Contributors, County of Santa Clara, Esri, HERE,
Garmin, SafeGraph, INCREMENT P, METI/NASA, USGS, Bureau of Land

Management, EPA, NPS, US Census Bureau, USDA

N

0 200 400 600 800100
Feet

W San Carlo
s St

Park Ave

W San Fernando St

W San Carlos St

Auzerais Ave

Park Ave

W San Fernando St

The Alameda

Stockton Ave

Auzerais Ave

W Santa Clara St

Cahill Ave

N
 Autum

n St
Bird Ave

N M
ontgom

ery St

Delm
as Ave

S M
ontgom

ery St

W St John St

S Autum
n St

S M
ontgom

ery St

W Julian St

W Julian St

N Autum
n St

Sunol St

Bird Avenue
South Montgomery Street
South/North Autumn Street

Existing streets proposed to be renamed 
to Barack Obama Bloulevard

Exhibit A: ST20-003 - Minor Street Renaming Map



Exhibit B: ST20-003 - Public Comments Received 
Through December 7, 2020 

Exhibit B: - Public Comments Received Through December 7, 2020

B 1





Exhibit B: - Public Comments Received Through December 7, 2020

B 3



Exhibit B: - Public Comments Received Through December 7, 2020

B 4



11/17/20  1 50 PM

Page 1 of 1https //out oo off ce365 com/ma /AAM ADQyNmZ Z BhLTJhYTQt…D 3Yy1hNmM0LTZ ZD zNmEwNGQ3MgAQAEYF%2Fc4 4UNUu n8 BdnQ3 %3D

Planning Department

Thu 8/20/2020 9:44 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

[External Email]

Hello, it is not clear which roadway and the extents of the roadway are being proposed to
change the street name to "Barack Obama Boulevard". I recommend that the change be made
on sections of Bird Avenue and Autumn Street between I-280 and Julian Street.

Name: Ashley Brooks
Email: 
Telephone Number:

Web Server: sjpermits.org
Client Information: Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 10.0; Win64; x64) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML,
like Gecko) Chrome/79.0.3945.130 Safari/537.36

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from
untrusted sources.
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 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted 
sources.

Yes, change the street name to Barack Obama Boulevard

Mary Pizzo 
Thu 8/20/2020 12:11 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Yes, change the street name to Barack Obama Boulevard 

Mary Pizzo
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 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION, FILE NO. ST20-003 -renaming streets to Barack Obama
Blvd

Lareen Jacobs 
Thu 10/1/2020 10:48 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Hello Mr. Ruano,

This is a wonderful proposal to have for our city of San Jose, streets named after
Barack Obama.  A powerful representation and recognition of his integrity, moral
compass, and leadership throughout his 2 term presidency as our first Black
president!

Thank you,
Lareen Jacobs
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 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

President Barack Obama Blvd. for San Jose

Vernaline Rountree 
Thu 10/1/2020 7:03 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

I urge you to honor the accomplishments of the great, honorable, and outstanding President
Barack Obama. 

President Obama's efforts ended a major session and he led with civility and honor. 
 President Obama supported our environment and provided world leadership and
diplomacy.
President Obama led with total commitment and dedication to our country and all the
people.
President Obama was the perfect role model for our children and encouraged them
to study hard and set their goals to a much higher standard.
President Obama brought music and light to the White House by inviting so many
who had never had the opportunity before to join him at various events.
President Obama made the country proud!
President Obama set the foundation to bring our economy back to a tolerable level
and he did all of this in spite of the resistance from the opposition party.

Thank you in advance for your help in this matter.

Vernaline Rountree
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May 16, 2019 

 

 

Mayor Sam Liccardo 

Members of the San José City Council 

200 East Santa Clara Street, 18
th

 Floor 

San José, CA 95113 

 

RE: The proposal to name a San José city street after President Barack H. Obama 

 

 

To the San José Mayor and City Council, 

 

As the 27
th

 District Assemblymember representing San José, I would like to respectfully request 

the City of San José to consider naming a city street after Barack H. Obama, the 44
th

 President of 

the United States. Obama’s leadership was instrumental in spearheading an administration that 

focused on our working families, our immigrant community, and spurring our economic 

development. 

 

As the tenth largest city in the nation, San José has an opportunity to recognize these 

accomplishments and efforts of our 44
th

 President, and add to the dignity, vibrancy, and 

reputation of our great city. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

ASH KALRA 
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1101 South Winchester Blvd., Suite H-188, San Jose, CA 95128  ​www.100BMSV.com​ (650) 204-1135 

 

 
 
 
Mayor Sam Liccardo 
Members of the San Jose City Council 
200 East Santa Clara St, 18th Floor 
San Jose, CA 95113 
 
Ref: The proposal to name a San Jose street after President Barack H. Obama 
 
 
Dear Mayor and members of the Council, 
 
We the members of 100 Black Men of Silicon Valley, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization with 
a mission of improving the quality of life within our communities, strongly support the 
proposal to rename a San Jose street after Barack H. Obama, the 44th president of the 
United States. His administration sought to positively impact many areas across the 
country including Silicon Valley and San Jose through different initiatives and policies 
that includes the My Brother’s Keeper initiative. This initiative is of particular interest to 
our organization as we also look to address the needs of Black males across Silicon 
Valley. Recognizing President Barack H. Obama for this and other contributions to the 
region, and even the world, will continue to place San Jose at the forefront of progress. 
 
 
 
 
Sean L. Dickerson, M.A. 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: 
Barack H. Obama Blvd Committee 
P.O. 23515 
San Jose, CA 95153 
 
 
 

Board of Directors: Sean L. Dickerson; Wm. Derek Grasty; Daniel Degu; Sean Anglon; Peter 
Ashaolu; Vernol Battiste; Frederick Mitchem 
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E m m a n u e l  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h   

4 6 7  N o r t h  W h i t e  R o a d  |  S a n  J o s e ,  C A   9 5 1 2 7   

T e l :  ( 4 0 8 )  2 7 2 - 1 3 6 0  |  F a x :  ( 4 0 8 )  2 7 2 - 1 8 0 9  |  w w w . e m m a n u e l b c . o r g   

 

 

 

Where GOD is doing something special…  

 

 

 

April 5, 2019 

 

Mayor Sam Liccardo 

Members of the San Jose City Council 

200 East Santa Clara St, 18th Floor 

San Jose, CA 95113 

Ref: The proposal to name a San Jose Street after President Barack H. Obama 

 

Dear Mayor and members of the Council: 

We, the Emmanuel Baptist Church, strongly support the proposal to name a San Jose street after Barack 

H. Obama, the 44th president of the United States.  While we believe his legacy is being felt across the 

country and around the world, he and his administration did many positive things that specifically 

impacted San Jose and the Silicon Valley.  Those things include, but are not limited to: The Affordable 

Care Act; leadership of the recovery from the recession; the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA); staunch advocate for Global Warming initiatives, to name a few.   

We believe naming a street after this trailblazer, Renaissance man and world leader, will show San Jose 

and the Silicon Valley to be the vibrant, diverse and world class community it is.  It will raise San Jose’s 

national prestige as a city and honor and celebrate the country’s first elected Black President.    

 

Thank you for this consideration 

Rev. Jason C. Reynolds 

Senior Pastor, Emmanuel Baptist Church   
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1363 Turlock Lane 

San Jose, CA 95132 

(408) 926-3472 
 

The Honorable Sam Liccardo 

Members of the San Jose City Council 

200 East Santa Clara St. 18th Floor 

San Jose, California 95513 
 

Re: The Proposal to name a San Jose City Street after President Barack H. Obama 
 

Dear Mayor and Council Members, 

  As we reflect upon the accomplishments and achievements of the 44th president of the United 
States, We the members of the Lewis Memorial Christian Methodist Episcopal Church issue this 
letter of support of the proposal to name a San Jose street after President Barack Hussein 
Obama. The impact of  his administration’s foreign and domestic policies have had a significant 
impact on the valley and San Jose. The Affordable Health Care Act, has provided health 
insurance coverage for many of the indigent citizens within our city. President Obama also gave 
many young dreamers across our city and entire state a step toward calling this nation we all 
love home with his Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals policy and executive actions. By 
leading the world on the issue of climate change, America held its rightful place as a leader on 
the World Stage in the time of ever increasing climate concern. Recognizing him for these 
efforts as well as many more that he was able to accomplish during his 8 year administration 
will raise our cities national prestige. It will be a befitting tribute to a President of both moral 
character and civil leadership. Barack H. Obama Boulevard will add to the ever increasing 
dignity and honorable reputation of our great city. 
  

 

Reverend Ramon D. Stripling  

Pastor, Lewis Memorial Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
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 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Barak Obama Blvd - Ref Project File # ST20-003

Viera Whye 
Fri 10/9/2020 8:59 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Hello Jose,

I am writing in support of the naming of Barak Obama Blvd. This would be a great honor for the San
Jose community. Representation of our first bi-racial President would be significant in San Jose's
commitment to inclusion of its multicultural community. Thanks.     

"Take Time...and Give Time to Others."

Viera Whye

Producing Artistic Director, 

Tabia African-American Theatre Ensemble

"Theatre To Stir the Soul"

www.sjmag.org
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Support Barack Obama Blvd.

Yvonne 
Fri 10/9/2020 9:20 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

[External Email]

Dear Jose Ruano:
As a resident of San Jose CA for over 25 years, I am writing you to voice my support for naming
the street Barack Obama Blvd.
Sincerely,
Yvonne Waldron-Robinson

Sent from my iPhone
Excuse any typos

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from
untrusted sources.

Exhibit B: - Public Comments Received Through December 7, 2020

B 41



11/17/20  2 58 PM

Page 1 of 1https //out oo off ce365 com/ma /AAM ADQyNmZ Z BhLTJhYTQ… 3Yy1hNmM0LTZ ZD zNmEwNGQ3MgAQANAr7Hg0oM5Mnq8S%2Fz8OARE%3D

 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Obama Blvd

Paulettem1 
Fri 10/9/2020 10:50 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Mr. Ruano,

I love the idea of naming part of a street after President Obama.

Once the renaming is complete, I plan to stop by and get my picture taken with one of the signs.
With a mask if necessary.

Regards,

Paulette Moore
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Barack Obama Blvd.

Holland Family 
Mon 10/12/2020 5:01 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

[External Email]

Mr. Ruano,
I fully support the renaming of a street in San Jose to Barack Obama Blvd. I think its a terrific
idea and shows the representation of the diverse population that resides in San Jose. I implore
you to give your support as well.
Kind regards,
Faith Holland

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from
untrusted sources.
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 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

MLK Boulevard

tracey tanner 
Mon 10/12/2020 4:13 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Hi,
As a citizen of San Jose, I think it is an excellent idea to name a street after Martin Luther King.
Thank you,
Tracey Tanner

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Barack Obama Blvd.

Mon 10/12/2020 8:23 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Hello Jose,
Thank you for petitioning for the renaming of Barack Obama Blvd. I think this is a "terrific" idea
and you fully support it. 

Best,
Khadija A. Fredericks
Resident, Santa Clara County
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Naming the Street Barack Obama Boulevard

CASSANDRA HOLLAND 
Tue 10/13/2020 7:58 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

[External Email]

Hello,
It is important to have this project completed to show our respect and honor for a president that
did so much for our country. This Is a wonderful idea and it will be something every person can
be proud of.
I look forward to going to that Boulevard and taking a picture of it.  Thank you in advance.

Regards,
Cassandra Holland
Sent from my iPhone

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from
untrusted sources.
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 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

PROJECT FILE NO.: ST20-003

Mahlet Getachew 
Thu 10/15/2020 7:04 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Hello,

I am writing to express my support for bringing "Barack Obama Boulevard" to the city of San
Jose.

Thank you for your consideration,
Mahlet
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 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Fwd: Renaming street Barack Obama Blvd ST20-003

Sat 10/17/2020 7:17 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Jose I support Project ST20-003
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 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Fwd: Barack Obama Street Naming Proposal ST20-003

my4acres >
Sun 10/18/2020 8:20 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message --------
From: 
Date: 10/18/20 3:38 AM (GMT-08:00)
To: my4acres@earthlink.net
Subject: Fwd: Barack Obama Street Naming Proposal ST20-003

This is a project being proposed by the Barack Obama Blvd Committee. We are rallying support before it gets to
city council for vote. Could you forward this email in support of renaming Bird Ave Montgomery and Autumn
Streets in San Jose, CA to Barack Obama Blvd. Forward this note to jose.ruano@sanjoseca.gov. Please delete
the instructions before forwarding email. The email can be forwarded to anyone as long as they erase instructions
before sending.

Dear Jose I support Project ST20-003
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Project ST20-003

Yolanda Ross
Sun 10/18/2020 6:41 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Jose, 

I support Project ST20-003.  In a time of unrest and injustice we should take the
time and effort to honor a leader who instills pride in all people.

Respectfully,

Yolanda Ross

Sent from my iPhone
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Project ST 20-008

Linda Lamb 
Sun 10/18/2020 6:44 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Jose,

Just want to add my name in support of Project ST 20-008.  Although we now live in Aptos, we
own a townhouse at 

Linda Lamb
 

 

Exhibit B: - Public Comments Received Through December 7, 2020

B 52



11/17/20  3 07 PM

Page 1 of 1https //out oo off ce365 com/ma /AAM ADQyNmZ Z BhLTJhYTQ… 3Yy1hNmM0LTZ ZD zNmEwNGQ3MgAQADD4ERunqzNLoFUa%2FvFVoOw%3D

 [External Email]

 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Project ST20-003

Toni Brown 
Sun 10/18/2020 7:11 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Jose, 

I support Project ST20-003.

Thank you,
Toni Brown

Sent from my iPhone please excuse typos.
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Support Project ST20-003

Dunia Noel 
Sun 10/18/2020 8:05 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Jose:
I am writing you to express my support for Project ST20-003. This Project is over
three years in the making and has only become more timely. I urge the Honorable
Mayor Liccardo and San Jose City Council members to approve this Project.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter. 
Be well,
Dunia Chrisman
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PROJECT FILE NO: ST20-003

Stacey 
Mon 10/19/2020 8:35 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Good day Mr. Ruano,

I support a street for President Obama in San Jose.  The city of San Jose would be honored to
have a street named for President Obama. Project File No: ST20-003.

Thank you for your consideration.

Kind Regards,
Stacey Matarangas
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Street named for President Barack Obama

TRACY BOWERS 
Mon 10/19/2020 8:49 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

 Jose Ruano 
 City of San Jose Planning Division     

PROJECT FILE NO.: ST20-003.
San Jose would be honored to have a street named for President Barack Obama. Please
move forward with the approval of this honorable project. I look forward to the historical 
celebration. 

Wishing you the best of the day!
Tracy

weall.vote/linksinc
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Barack Obama Blvd.

Regina Pryor 
Mon 10/19/2020 9:11 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Mr. Ruano,
I am writing this email in support of naming a San Jose street after our first African American
president, Barack Obama. This historical event will be memorialized in our city for years to
come and shows that we are not only a progressive city but that San Jose is leading our
country in being one of the first cities to do so.
 
I hope you will support this initiative and be recognized as one of the city officials to give this
project a thumbs up.
 
Thank you for considering this project.
 
Regina Pryor
Retired Educator
 
 
“When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace.” Jimi Hendrix
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Project ST20-003

Zachary Schroeder 
Mon 10/19/2020 10:06 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Jose, 

I support Project ST20-003! Give Barack Obama recognition he deserves.

Zachary Schroeder
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Obama Blvd. - Project File #ST20-003

Teri Zanders 
Mon 10/19/2020 10:48 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc:  Teri Zanders 

 

 

Hello Jose,
 
I support having a street named for President Obama in San Jose. I feel this would be an honor
and a tribute to his legacy. Thank you in advance for your consideration.
 
Have a wonderful day!
 
 
Teri Zanders
vice president
workers' compensation client advocacy
 

 

 
Teri.zanders@epicbrokers.com
650.295.4630 direct  ▪  
2000 Alameda de las Pulgas, Suite 101, San Mateo, CA 94403
edgewoodins.com  ▪  ca license 0B29370
EPIC | edgewood partners insurance center
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 [External Email]

ST20-003

Zakia Brunson 
Mon 10/19/2020 11:15 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 
Good Afternoon Mr. Ruano,

I am in FULL support of a street for President Obama in San Jose-my place of birth and residence!
FULL SUPPORT! Please note this in regards to Project File No # ST20-003.

Thank you in advance.

                    

Thank You,
Zakia A. Brunson, M.Ed., NBCT                                                                                                 
                                       

  
 #SayHerName 

From: zenja watkins 
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 10:13 AM
To: jose.ruano@sanjoseca.gov <jose.ruano@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: ST20-003
 
Dear Sir,

I support a street named for President Obama in San Jose. Project File ST20-003. It would be
an honor for San Jose to have such a street. 

Sincerely,

Zenja Watkins
Sent from my iPhone
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rename street

John Greene 
Mon 10/19/2020 11:18 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Jose I support Project ST20-003

John Greene 
GreeneSport Association 
Phone: 408.238.1363 
Fax: 408.238.3322

"A good attitude is a competitive advantage."
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PROJECT FILE NO.: ST20-003

Teri Alugas 
Mon 10/19/2020 12:20 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

I am very much in support of a street named after our 44th United States
President Barack Obama. PROJECT FILE NO.: ST20-003.

Please make it happen!

Teri Alugas
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Project File No.: ST20-003

Audrey Kay 
Mon 10/19/2020 2:43 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Mr. Ruano,
It would be a great show of diversity and inclusion for San Jose to have a street named for
President Obama. 

Audrey Kay
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Project File No.: ST20-003

Zel S 
Mon 10/19/2020 3:05 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Greetings,

I support a street named for President Barack Obama in San Jose.

Thank you for your consideration.
Clezel Sewell
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Street named after Obama!!

Malika Adams 
Tue 10/20/2020 1:02 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Hello.  

 I SUPPORT A STREET FOR PRESIDENT OBAMA IN SAN JOSE.  
....PROJECT FILE NO.: ST20-003

thank you for your consideration.  

Malika Adams 
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Support for Obama Street Naming Project ST20-003

Kwame N. Akan 
Wed 10/21/2020 10:09 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Mr. Ruano,
 
I am writing to communicate my support for the Obama Street Naming Project ST20-003.  This is a
project of significant importance that reflects the diversity of our greater south bay area.
Additionally the project is good for marketing and along with the progressive platform that Mayor
Licardo has communicated with the public.
 
Regards,
 
Kwame Akan
Facilities Services Manager
Department of Biology
Stanford University
Gilbert Building, Room 109
371 Serra Mall
Stanford, CA 94305
Phone: (650) 724-8016 I 
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Obama Street naming project ST20-003

Mace Davis 
Wed 10/21/2020 11:21 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc:  Mace Davis >

 

 

Greetings Mr. Ruano,

I am writing to communicate my support for the Obama Street naming project ST20-003. 
This is a project of significant importance that reflects the diversity of our greater south bay
area.
In addition the project is good for marketing along with the progressive platform Mayor
Licardo has
communicated with the public. It demonstrates our commitment to diversity and inclusion
of all
people who call the south bay home.

Regards,

-Amezian Pierre-Davis
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Dear Jose, I support Project ST20-003

J Perry 
Wed 10/21/2020 3:19 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 
Mr. Ruano,

I am writing to communicate my support for the Obama Street Naming Project ST20-003.
 This is a project of significant importance that reflects the diversity of our greater South Bay
Area. Additionally, the project is good for marketing and the progressive platform that Mayor
Licardo has communicated with the public. Please let me know what I can do to help. Thank
you. 

Regards
 
Jerald Perry
www.BlackCheck.info
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Obama Street Naming Project ST20-003

AthleticPhiloso 
Thu 10/22/2020 12:50 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

[External Email]

Mr. Ruano,

I am writing to communicate my support for the Obama Street Naming Project ST20-003.  This
is a project of significant importance that reflects the diversity of our greater south bay area.
Additionally the project is good for marketing and along with the progressive platform that
Mayor Licardo has communicated with the public.

Regards,

Dexx Burns

Sent from Athleticphiloso’s iPhone

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from
untrusted sources.
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Obama Street: Project File Number: ST20-003

Katranker Thompson 
Sat 10/24/2020 6:58 AM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

To Whom It May Concern,

Please be advise of my support to have a street named for  President Obama in San Jose.
 This is a great honor and I am excited 
to support this plan.  It will be a symbol of being prepared at the right time when opportunity
greets you, specifically for people of color.

PROJECT FILE NO: ST20-003

Sincerely,

Kay Thompson
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Support for Barack Obama Street Naming

Wilbur Jackson 
Fr  10/30/2020 7:13 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@san oseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Jose,

 I support Project ST20-003.

Wilbur Jackson
BLKC Secretary
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Planning Department

steve@steveherrin.com 
Sat 11/14/2020 6:57 PM
To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

[External Email]

Barack Obama should not be praised or celebrated. He extrajudicially murdered Anwar al-
Awlaki, a US citizen, with a drone strike. His administration committed military actions that
should be tried as war crimes, such as indiscriminately targeting Yemeni civilians while aiding
Saudi Arabia. His failure to take action on climate change while turning the US into a petrostate
will cause massive suffering in the years to come. We should not profane our streets with his
name.

Name: Steve Herrin
Email: 
Telephone Number:

Web Server: sjpermits.org
Client Information: Mozilla/5.0 (Macintosh; Intel Mac OS X 10.15; rv:83.0) Gecko/20100101
Firefox/83.0

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from
untrusted sources.
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Project File No:ST20-003

June Yang 
Sun 11/29/2020 6:18 PM

To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>
Cc

 

 

Hello Mr. Ruano,

I strongly oppose the rename project, I am a republican and live in the area, I did not like that
name (Barack Obama Blvd) name my public street. 

Best Regards,
June Yang
BRE# 01941947

Maxreal USA
1288 Kifer Road, Suite 208
Sunnyvale,CA 94086
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Barack Obama Boulevard

Sarah Ingber 
Sun 11/29/2020 9:52 PM

To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

[External Email]

Hello Mr. Ruano,

This is a huge renaming of Bird Avenue,
South Montgomery Street, South
and North Autumn Street between
Highway 280 and West St. John Street.

I thought we were beyond naming
boulevards, major arteries, with all the
associated highway signs in both
directions for miles and miles, for
past Presidents. This has proved to very
politically divisive as we have dealt  with the past and it may be no different in the future.

We are not racists. We voted for Barack.
Still, I don’t think this is good precedent.
Barack has no  personal connection with San Jose... we could understand if he wanted a
boulevard named for him in Hawaii, leading up to Punahou School or such; and most of all,
whoever is spending this money, including all the property owners along the boulevard,  should
be sending their money in these difficult times to the Food Bank, to the poor, to our hospitals
and caregivers.

This is the wrong time to be taking
this action, to be renaming these
streets with all the  associated expense to Barack Obama Boulevard.   Everyone is suffering so
much and money is spent on
renaming streets to a boulevard?

As far as precedent goes, will it be Joseph Biden Boulevard or Kamala  Harris Boulevard in a
year or two? Now it’s
Bill Melson on behalf of the Barack
Obama Blvd Committee but who will
be next ? Expensive and divisive
precedent. Best for property owners to
leave addresses as they are.
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This is too much for the people to bear
in these terrible times.  Unnecessary expense.  We honor Barack
as our past President: we pay his pension,
pay for his Secret Service protection
for him and his wife for the rest of their
lives.  We honor him.  Just don’t think
this is the right time to incur expense
to rename/re-sign these streets.
Of course, the Barack Obama Boulevard
Committee will pay some expense
but think of all the time and effort and
expense of the property owners along
these streets to change their addresses
from CA State filings to stationery and
on and on.

Please, Mr Ruano, this is not the right
time to approve this.

My best regards,
Sarah Ingber

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from
untrusted sources.
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Project file N0 ST20-003

Brenda Ray 
Fri 10/2/2020 3:36 PM

To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Sir:

This is a thank-you for considering and approving the above project establishing a Barack
Obama Blvd.  It is such a fantastic tribute to the city and the president.  It will enhance our "Big
City" image.  My gratitude to you and the city.  I have been a resident for 43 years and this will
be the highlight of my residency!

Sincerely,
Brenda Smith-Ray
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Obama Boulevard

Sarah Ingber 
Mon 11/30/2020 8:06 PM

To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

[External Email]

Hello Mr Ruano,

You held, organized, a very good meeting
tonight.  Thank you for letting me speak.
Yes, the people who are pushing for
changing this major artery from Highway
280 through Bird Street, North and
South Autumn to South Montgomery
are well organized.  Was I the only
one not connected to the organizing
committee?

I still maintain that naming boulevards,
schools, public spaces after past
Presidents is politically divisive since
we have witnessed this year of looting,
burning, protest, over this issue.
It is better to keep existing names.

There are so many  instances for Black
pride: US Senators, Us Representatives,
Supreme Court Judge, Dr Ben Carson,
Housing and Urban Development Secretary, Police Chiefs, Mayors of
our major cities, Academics.  It’s
actually insulting that we need
Barack for our pride.  We Blacks
are successful everywhere in this
society.

Barack has done well ...just that $14
million house on Martha’s Vineyard
would be enough for most of us never
mind his other houses, pension on and
on.
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 This  Boulevard renaming is so unnecessary and expensive and not
a good use of our resources. I know
this group will  be  happy to pay for
the freeway signs but it’s not a unifying
move, quite the opposite.  What is
worrisome is how few people are
willing to speak out against it through
fear. What are we becoming politically?

It’s a small group exerting their political
clout.  Why? Blacks in power are not
unusual.  Well Kamala is coming along,
even though her father was Jamaican
and not African as Barack’s father was.

San Jose should rename this Blvd.
for every black skinned President going
forward.

For me, all people are people no matter
what color or origin.  Who cares what color or origin any one is.So I think this
focus is wrong, very wrong. Barack
is a past President. Should we rename
it George W. Bush Boulevard for white
pride?  This is no way to be  a
united people... worst of all is that
people of all races and origins are suffering from this pandemic ...
poor,  people without jobs, need help
and we’re busy giving Obama a Blvd.
Something very wrong with this.

My best regards,
Sarah Ingber

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from
untrusted sources.
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 [External Email]

Barack Obama Boulevard

Kent Hillhouse/USA <Kent.Hillhouse@cushwake.com>
Wed 12/2/2020 12:29 PM

To:  Ruano, Jose <Jose.Ruano@sanjoseca.gov>

 

 

Dear Mr. Ruano,
Thanks for reaching out to the community regarding the renaming of Bird Ave.  Even though
President Obama served our Country well, I don’t think this is the time to make a change.  Our City
and State are going through an economic crises which will take years to rectify.  We literally don’t
have the money in our budget to deal with this for many years to come.  Any money that could
potentially become available would be better spent restocking the food banks and assisting the
homeless.
 
Kent Hillhouse 
Senior Vice President
CA License #00817501 

Direct: 408-615-3413 
Mobile:  
Fax: 408-615-3444 
kent.hillhouse@cushwake.com  

300 Santana Row, Fifth Floor
San Jose, CA 95128 | USA 
www.cushmanwakefield.com  

LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | Google+ | Instagram
 

The information contained in this email (including any attachments) is confidential, may be subject to legal or other
professional privilege and contain copyright material, 
and is intended for use by the named recipient(s) only. 

Access to or use of this email or its attachments by anyone else is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the
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 This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

intended recipient(s), you may not use, disclose, 
copy or distribute this email or its attachments (or any part thereof), nor take or omit to take any action in reliance on it. If you
have received this email in error, please notify 
the sender immediately by telephone or email and delete it, and all copies thereof, including all attachments, from your
system. Any confidentiality or privilege is not waived 
or lost because this email has been sent to you by mistake. 

Although we have taken reasonable precautions to reduce the risk of transmitting software viruses, we accept no liability for
any loss or damage caused by this email or its 
attachments due to viruses, interference, interception, corruption or unapproved access. 

Please see our website to view our privacy notice / statement. 
 

 

Exhibit B: - Public Comments Received Through December 7, 2020

B 84



12/9/20  8 46 AM

[External Email]

This message is from outside the City
email system. Do not open links or
attachments from untrusted sources.

3:18 PM
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo
<TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanj
oseca.gov>
Subject: Note from Paul Alexa to your
Facebook Page Sam Liccardo.

Mayor Sam Laccardo,

Although I am not currently a resident
of San Jose, the City was my employeer
for 27 years before I retired. I write to
ask careful examination of renaming
certain streets in San Jose to honor
President Barack Obama. I belive this is
an excellent idea and well deserved.
However the proposed action will
remove the names of two outstanding
men who were part of the history of the
City of San Jose from current streets. I
feel that the history of San Jose is
important so as to understand the
journey that has lead to becoming the
10th largest City in the USA.. Please
read the obituaries of these two men if
you have not done so before so as to
understand what they did for San Jose,
and please at least consider the use of
their names on future streets, building,
or City facilities to show respect to
these men and their families who
helped build the City of San Jose.

Please share this with the members of
the City Council.

Paul Alexa
Retired Environmental Inspector
City of San Jose
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