
Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian O’Neill 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jose Cruz 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

James Marshall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lita Kurth 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

San Jose needs more affordable housing AND San Jose needs a source of funds to help pay for this 

housing. The logical source of funds is a fee on new commercial construction which is creating the 

work spaces attracting more workers to San Jose. They may not live in affordable housing, but by 

creating more demand for housing, we need to create housing for those who do not earn big bucks 

but whose labor we all depend on - teachers, nurses, child care workers, baristas.... 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Surrounding cities have a Commercial Linkage Fee, why not San Jose. And our Linkage fee should not 

be any less than that of neighboring cities!!! 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Susan Price 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tuấn Đinh 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

All people deserve a place to live regardless of income. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lynette Mendoza 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a concerned citizen of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage 

fee to meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Megan Nguyen 

 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. I've lived in San Jose practically my whole life 

and want to buy a home & have a family in our beautiful San Jose, however thanks to big tech moving 

in as well as the rising costs of living in the Bay Area I will be priced out of buying a home in my city. 

Meanwhile we're offering up San Jose land at 10 p/sq ft. You can't even buy a house in the Bay Area 

with that square footage. Why do you think it's ok to offer this up to HUGE real estate developers? And 

continue to let down your communities who are getting displaced?! 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. Nor does it 

address the need to count TOTAL square footage including the amount of FLOORS in these buildings. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. Why does San Jose leadership continue to 

allow for the short sale of our highly desired land and ignore the plight of our communities?! 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Araceli V 

 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Councilmember Davis, I have exchanged emails with you where you claim to support affordable 

housing. I would love to see you follow through. 

 

Best 

Zoe Zandbergen 

District 6 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Raquel Hernandez 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peggy Elwell 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Aileen Granadosin 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Esteban Alvarez 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marjorie Hart 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Julia Barba 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. I work as a nurse practitioner in a community clinic. During this 

pandemic, I have patients who've faced eviction after being out of work for months. I have patients 

who tested positive for COVID but could not follow recommendations to isolate because of their 

crowded living conditions. Apart from the pandemic, housing plays a critical role in health. Patients 

without housing can't store medications appropriately and don't have a place to cook healthy meals. 

My patients are working multiple jobs to afford rent and sacrificing their health and well-being in the 

process. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless you take action. 

 

Why is the city subsiding these business that already make huge profits rather than charging a 

sufficient fee to support development of an adequate number of affordable homes?The City's recently 

proposed fee of $5-$10 doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can you justify such a low fee  when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford 

much more? Especially when neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pamela Gudino 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cisco Regalado 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Timothy Linscott 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Delaney 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anita Quattrin 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Katrina Velasco 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shruthi B 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Hector Hernandez 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Swathi B 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christa Lee 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shacheen Duran 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robyn Gregory 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Caroline Bering 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Ramos 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Edward Burns 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jane Holt 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Angelique Brake 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maria Diaz 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathryn Hedges 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Teresa Reen 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amber H 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ada Arciga 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kristan Suko 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Deborah St Julien 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrea Perry 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elidio Solorio Espinoza 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

Affordable housing is a human right, especially for those who have been a part of our cities long 

before new developments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bhavya Jha 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

James Fox 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrea Chavez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Applebaum 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sami Esquivel 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Perla Arellano 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Evelyn Robinson 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

San Jose’s working families and communities of color need your support. Wealthy developers are 

planning 30 million square feet of high rise office towers and tech campuses across San Jose, all of 

which will lead to rising housing costs for renters unless we act now. 

 

These developments could create a need for over 20,000 new affordable homes in San Jose, as much 

as $150 of need per square foot of office space. But the City's recently proposed fee (between just $5-

$10) doesn’t come close to addressing the needs created by these high tech offices. 

 

How can we justify such a lowball fee, costing us nearly 5,000 desperately-needed affordable homes, 

when we know wealthy developers and tech companies can afford much more? Especially when 

neighboring cities continue to charge much higher fees. 

 

Please support Silicon Valley Rising’s recommendations for a strong Commercial Linkage Fee! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Sullivan 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Grace Gallardo 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Miko Ohno 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kiley Stokes 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sophie Euerle 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amanda Pancho 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Olivia Rose 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As an SJUSD Trustee and constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong 

commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian Wheatley 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Yolanda Chávez 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Blanco 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Regina Ta 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Swenson 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Henry Bega 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Natalie Barraza 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Katrina Velasco 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrea Perry 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Zoe Levitt 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Natalie Tofano 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Donna Furuta 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andria Clays 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Meghan Noyes 

 

 

 

Hi Sam, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 



This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 

 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Best, 

Ben Schroeder 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ben Schroeder 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sergio Jimenez, 

 

As a constituent of District 2, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

On a personal note, I too would like to live in the city I was born and raised without being pushed out 

by rich tech people moving into the city and driving up rent. WE NEED AFFORDABLE HOUSING! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Eve Wilson 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christian Defonte 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cintia Amador 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Olivia Lechuga 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rani April Parayno 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to please support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s 

dire need for affordable housing. My high school friends will be displaced if they can no longer afford 

to live in San Jose, the city they have lived and called home for years and years. Not only that, but as a 

post grad, I myself can not afford to move back home to the area, and thus can’t contribute positively 

to the community or be near my family due to incredibly high rent. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 



 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 

 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maeve Kavanagh 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sabrina Penn 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dominic Trapani 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Hanna Sendekie 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Powell 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Clarissa Corona 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Aileen Granadosin 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amelia Post 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicholas Trinh 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Irvin Pelayo 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Vanessa Aldama 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lucia Delgado 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brandon Huynh 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Curtis Jones 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am a resident of Campbell, but I spend a lot of time in San Jose and have a deep connection to this 

incredible city. I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our 

community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 



- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 

 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Thank you for your time and attention in reading this email. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Felicity Dei Rossi 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andres Jimenez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Raymond Rendon 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Juliana Martinez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kimberly Flores 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to implore you, to please support a strong commercial 

linkage fee to meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marisol Angulo 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cecilia Cipriano 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amber Clements 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mya Lopez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Garcia 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Diana Corral 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Grijalva 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sergio Jimenez, 

 

As a constituent of District 2, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brianna Padilla 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to demand you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s 

immediate and dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can easily afford to pay reasonable commercial 

linkage fees to mitigate their impacts on rising rent and climate change as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Do the right thing Sam! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Caleb Belardes 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sergio Jimenez, 

 

As a constituent of District 2, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Vanessa Bucio 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicole Pal 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maritza Velasco 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jonathan Miranda 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jazlyn Garcia 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Naomi Liu 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mika Huynh 

 

  





Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Delaney Macdowall 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3 and I am a renter, I am writing to urge you to support a strong 

commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cesar Serrano 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandy Sabath 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sulim Pinales 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ericka Ruiz 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, 

 

As a constituent of District 8, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Nguyen 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jesus Limon 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chloe Bacon 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Pam Foley, 

 

As a constituent of District 9, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Hibo Hersi 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Madisen Hinds 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maddie Forman 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elizabeth Alvarez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Juan Martinez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kelly Ortiz 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sergio Jimenez, 

 

As a constituent of District 2, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Julie Rivera 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ashlyn Huynh 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michelle Beyza 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sergio Jimenez, 

 

As a constituent of District 2, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ruben Gonzalez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisette Valenzuela 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mariam Basma 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian Estrada 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Barragan 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jigme Farber 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maria Magana 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

I was born and raised in San Jose, and have been so grateful to grow up in such a diverse city. If 

nothing is done about our housing crisis, it will not continue to be that way. I don't want to see San 

Jose become a luxury enclave for tech workers. The underpaid working class that cleans their homes 

and offices and serves their food deserve affordable housing. As for myself, it's disappointing knowing 

that I'll likely have to move away from my family in San Jose to afford to live on my own. My dad is a 

teacher and has unfortunately seen too many of his coworkers move away because they cannot afford 

to live here. I urge you to consider implementing a Commercial Linkage Fee. Tech companies surely 

can afford it, and San Jose should be a city where anyone can thrive, not just the wealthy. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 



and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 

 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kelly Schertle 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lizzie Siegle 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathy Nguyen 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sofia Funk 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Erika Sanchez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mitchell Koontz 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sergio Jimenez, 

 

As a constituent of District 2, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Angelina Flores 

 

 

 

Hello Mayor Liccardo, 

 

My name is Emna Belhadj. I am a junior at  High School . 

I lived in San Jose for the first twelve years of my life. It was a magical place, an melting pot of so many 

different cultures. I loved it there. Unfortunately, our rent was too high and we decided to leave San 

Jose for Sacramento so that my parents could save up for their retirement and their children’s college. 

Thankfully my family and I were able to find a new place to live, but I know this isn’t the case for 

everyone. Many families will be evicted with no place to go. There are families that have called San 

Jose their home for decades. There’s no place quite like San Jose, and we need to give these families 

the help they need so they can continue to make San Jose the incredible place it already is. If 

affordable housing isn’t guaranteed, people will suffer. 

I want my kids to live where I grew up one day. It was the best childhood a kid could have. Walking to 

Country Lane Elementary on the weekends to play basketball, or shopping at Mercado Mexico with my 

mom- those are my fondest memories. No one deserves to feel scared in their own home, wondering if 

they’ll be able to make rent this month. 

With the coronavirus pandemic and the mass employment that’s followed, people are losing so much. 

They can’t afford to lose their homes too. Please, push to make housing more affordable. 

 

Thank you. 

Emna Belhadj 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Emna Belhadj 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kat Belardes 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicole Le 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Sergio Jimenez, 

 

As a constituent of District 2, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christina Tran-Kenyon 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mahi Gandhi 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gabrielle Scharaga 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amanda Law 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elisa Coleman 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephanie Kirsch 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ryan Thurwachter-King 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Caitlin Flammer 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Laura Vasquez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Lan Diep, 

 

As a constituent of District 4, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kristan Suko 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Semiranis Esquivel 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Raul Peralez, 

 

As a constituent of District 3, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Angel Barrientos 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brenda Ulloa 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

María Orozco 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

Ideally real estate developers and tech corporations need to be limited from making San Jose far too 

congested.  But for now I am writing to urge you to at least support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19,  veterans, seniors, widows and families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health and 

economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to unaffordable 

rents to stabilize our most vulnerable veterans, seniors, widows and families and neighborhoods. 

  

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and justice for veterans, seniors, widows and families. Our communities are counting on you to 

ensure that real estate developers and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair 

share to address the impacts of their projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of 

veterans, seniors, widows and families. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 



- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 

 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathleen O&#X27;Britis-Mckenney 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

  

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brooke Hatfield 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Bradford 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

As a immigrant, Latina and Veteran I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage 

fee to meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Janette Munoz 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Johnny Khamis, 

 

As a constituent of District 10, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Allison Foreman 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Seleste Torres 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Deanna Chavez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Karla Mendoza 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Veronica Marquez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our City. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers and tech corporations are 

held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their projects on rising rents and 

the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Heather Malin 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ana Acosta 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing especially for the families with childrens who 

have  extremely low income and very low income. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 



- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 

 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maria Martinez 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anita Quattrin 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Dev Davis, 

 

As a constituent of District 6, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Timothy Linscott 

 

 

 

 



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Maya Esparza, 

 

As a constituent of District 7, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Charles Witschorik 

 

 

 

 

  



Dear Mayor Sam Liccardo and Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

 

As a constituent of District 5, I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to 

meet our community’s dire need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Connie Valenzuela 

 

  



Dear Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I am writing to urge you to support a strong commercial linkage fee to meet our community’s dire 

need for affordable housing. 

 

Before COVID-19, about one in three Black and Latinx families in San Jose paid half of everything they 

earned to stay housed. As these communities of color bear the brunt of COVID-19’s devastating health 

and economic impacts, we need recovery policies to offer long-term structural solutions to 

unaffordable rents to stabilize our most vulnerable families and neighborhoods. 

 

As a City we are still thousands of units short of reaching the Mayor and Council’s goal of building 

10,000 affordable homes by 2022. A robust commercial linkage fee is the only way we could hope to 

achieve this goal and an important contribution to addressing racial inequities in our housing and 

development policy. 

 

A series of recent City studies showed that planned commercial development in San Jose could create 

hundreds of millions of dollars in affordable housing needs. It also showed that wealthy developers 

and tech companies looking to build in our City can afford to pay reasonable commercial linkage fees 

to mitigate their impacts on rising rent as development continues. 

 

Specifically the study showed Downtown and Diridon high tech office development projects could 

afford fees of between $35-43/sq ft fee — an amount that takes into account both the 

disproportionate creation of low-wage service jobs by these amenity-rich campuses and their ability 

to pay to mitigate their impacts on rising rents. 

 

Overall the report recommended commercial linkage fees for Downtown and West San Jose office 

projects that fall within the range of fees in other Silicon Valley cities ($20-$30/sq ft). 

 

This time of crisis has made it clearer than ever that safe, affordable housing is essential to public 

health and racial justice. Our communities are counting on you to ensure that real estate developers 

and tech corporations are held accountable for paying their fair share to address the impacts of their 

projects on rising rents and the stability of communities of color. 

 

We need the City to move with no further delay to establish a commercial linkage fee that: 

 

- Immediately covers any project beginning construction across the City (paid as construction begins) 

to mitigate the impacts of development before it is too late. 

 

- Ensures high tech companies and their developers pay their fair share through a 40% higher tier of 

fees for office projects substantially owned or leased by high tech firms. 



 

- Adopt a commercial linkage fee schedule for office, industrial, hotel and retail uses aligned with fees 

proposed in the City’s recent feasibility analysis and the fees set in neighboring cities like Mountain 

View, Cupertino and Santa Clara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cecilio Villafaña 




