
From: Ellen Dong  
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 10:10 PM 
To: City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: Agenda Item 3.6 
  

  

 

  

Hello, 
  
My name is Ellen Dong and I am a resident of San Jose. I am writing to demand that funding is 
reallocated from SJPD to social and public programming that takes place in our communities. It is 
unethical to cut budget towards education, libraries, parks, housing, and transportation while funneling 
$5M into improving the San Jose golf courses. It is also an outrage that over 30% of city funding goes 
towards the Police Department. The system in place is broken – at the expense of your citizens’ safety 
and well-being. We need a new criminal justice structure, inclusive of a robust task force of mental 
health professionals and social works. 
  
We stand with the calls of those across the country and demand that the City Council defund and 
disband the SJPD similarly to Minneapolis. We demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets 
the needs of at-risk San Jose residents during this trying and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the 
line. We demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowers police. 
  
In the meantime, it is important to BAN the use of rubber bullets, tear gas, and other means of excessive 
force as a method of crowd control. The city must recognize that protestors are exercising their first 
amendment right and should not be met with police violence. 
  
I see that the city council hopes to create a process that includes the community and it starts here, by 
listening to your community. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you to 
completely revise the San Jose city budget for 2020-2021 fiscal. Public opinion is with me. 
  
  
Sincerely, 
Ellen Dong 
  

  [External Email] 

Ill 



From: Celeste Afanador  
Date: June 9, 2020 at 11:37:20 AM PDT 
To: councilmeeting@sanjoseca.gov 
Subject: Agenda Item 3.6 
 
  
Hello, 
  
My name is Celeste Afanador and I am a resident of San Jose. I am writing to demand that funding is reallocated from SJPD to 

social and public program programming that takes place in our communities. It is unethical to cut budget towards education, 

libraries, parks, housing, and transportation while funneling $5 Million into improving the San Jose golf courses. It is also an 

outrage that over 30% of city funding goes towards the Police Department. The system in place is broken- at the expense of your 

citizen’s safety and well-being. We need a new criminal justice structure, inclusive of a robust task force of mental health 

professionals and social works.  
  
We stand with the calls of those across the country and demand that the City Council defund and disband the SJPD similarly to 

Minneapolis. We demand a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk San Jose residents during this trying 

and uncertain time, when livelihoods are on the line. We demand a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than 

empowers police. 
  
In the meantime, it is important to ban the use of rubber bullets, tear gas and other means of excessive force as a method of crowd 

control. The city must recognize that protestors are exercising their first amendment right and should not be met with police 

violence. 
  
I see that the city council hopes to create a process that includes the community and it starts here, by listening to your 

community. It is your duty to represent your constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the San Jose city budget for 2020-

2021 fiscal year. Public opinion is with me.  
  
  
Please also read the following posts/screenshots attached below and specifically, the posts in which one 
police officer shares his experience and perspective while being in law enforcement(which are shown in 
the screenshots with the black background, here is the link to his whole 
article: https://medium.com/@OfcrACab/confessions-of-a-former-bastard-cop-bb14d17bc759 ) 
  
Regards, Celeste Afanador  
  
 

mailto:councilmeeting@sanjoseca.gov
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2F%40OfcrACab%2Fconfessions-of-a-former-bastard-cop-bb14d17bc759&data=01%7C01%7Ccity.clerk%40sanjoseca.gov%7C6d0c40e105f14a2dd3aa08d80cd01c36%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1&sdata=VLCx%2FQYDj0yKlFJnY0FHwVaAg11fdZMYnDbeBpw1rNo%3D&reserved=0


Defunding the police 
does not mean stripping 

a department entirely 
of its budget, 

or abolishing it altogether. 
It 's j ust about 

scaling police budgets 
back and reallocating 

those resources 
to other agencies . 

.. . 

• 



People are wanting 
investment in 

community services 
- education, 

medical access ... You 
can call it 'defunding,' 

' but it 's just about direct ing 
o r balancing t he budget 

in a d ifferent way . 

.. . 

• 



eroynfranklin 

SOME FOLKS ARE 
SLEEPING ON 
BENCHES IN THE 
PARK. 

IMAGINE ... 
..ACIJV EMPIDIEE COMES BV 
&CHECIIS IN TO SEE FTHEV 
NEED A PUCET0

1
ffl.t 

FOOD~OR 
CARE 

AN HOUR LA1ER. THOSE WHO 
YMNT A DFFERENT PUCE TO 
SI EEP HAVE ONE. 

isa'tfllat p.Wie safefg1 

eroynfranklin #defundthepoli<:e #defundspd There are 
better ways to care for the safety of our convnunity ..•. 



(;, eroynfranklin 

SOMEONE IS 
BEHAVING 
ERRATICALLY & IN 
HARM'S WAY. 

IMAGINE ... 
... TEXTING A NUMBER & AN 
UNARMED URGENT RESPONDER 
TRAINED IN BEHAVIORAL AND 
MENTAL HEALTH COMES 
WITHIN 5 MINUTES. 

AN HOUR LATER THAT PERSON 
IS SAFE & GETTING THE 
SUPPORT THEY NEED. 

istt't th Gt public sflfety? 
eroynfranklin #defundthepolice #defundspd There are 
better ways to care for the safety of our community .... 

. .. 



(;, eroynfranklin 

SOMEONE IS 
SELLING DRUGS TO 
YOUTH WHO ARE 
OVER DOSING. 

IMAGINE ... 
... BEING CONNECTED TO A 
SUBSTANCE USE SERVICE THAT 
INTERVENES IN HARMFUL 
DRUG TRANSACTIONS. 

YOUTH ARE SUPPORTED IN 
HEALTHY OUTCOMES & THE 
SELLER TAKES 
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR HARM. 

is11't tk<At public s<Afety? 
eroynfranklin #defundthepolice #defundspd There are 
better ways to care for the safety of our community .... 



(;, eroynfranklin 

INCIDENTS OF GUN 
VIOLENCE ARE 
RISING IN THE 
NEIGHBO RHOO D. 

IMAGINE ... 
... A TRAUMA INFORMED CRISIS 
INTERVENTION TEAM WORKS 
WITH COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS 
TO DISARM AND DEESCALATE 
CONFLICTS. 

PEOPLE DOING HARM ARE 
CONNECTED TO SERVICES 
THAT ADDRESS THE 
UNDERLYING PROBLEM. 

isK't thClt public SClfety? 
eroynfranklin #defundthepolice #defundspd There are 
better ways to care for the safety of our community .... 



The concept is simple: \vhen cities 
start in, esting in community services, 
they reduce the need 
to call police in instances" hen police 
officers' specific skill set isn't required. 
If someone is dealing with 
a mental health crisis. 
or someone has a substance abuse disorder, 
we are calling other entities that 
are better equipped to help them. 

. . . . . -



When people get the specific 
help they need earlier, 
they're less likely 
to end up in 
the kind of dangerous situation 
police might be called 
todefuse-
situat ions that often 
turn deadly for 
those individuals . 

.. . 

• 
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