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Los Angeles, California cities 'overrun by rodents'
that pose public health epidemic, study says

By Travis Fedschun

Published July 17, 2019

Fox News

An ever-growing number of rodents in California -- particularly in Los Angeles -- is being fueled by a spiking

homeless population and restrictions on rodenticides that are risking a public health crisis, according to a study
released Tuesday.

The report by political action committee Reform California cites recent rodent-related events over the past six
months, including an employee at the Los Angeles Police Department contracting Typhus and a rat falling from
the ceiling of a Buffalo Wild Wings onto the menu of a patron, as proof of an "undeniable problem" in the
Golden State.

"California is being overrun by rodents," said Carl DeMaio, chairman of Reform California. "Without immediate
emergency action by state and local government, we face significant economic costs and risk a public health
crisis."

US MAY DUMP 1.5 TONS OF RAT POISON ON FARALLON ISLANDS TO HALT INVASIVE
RODENTS

Rodent's can carry dangerous diseases such as typhus, plague and salmonella, in addition to their roles
contributing to asthma.

https://www.foxnews.com/us/los-angeles-california-cities-overrun-rodents-public-health.print 1/4
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In this Jan. 14, 2019 file photo a homeless encampment is seen along a downtown Los Angeles. (AP
Photo/Richard Vogel, File)

"Contrary to common belief, being bitten by a rodent is rare and is not the most common way diseases are
spread. Nonetheless, reports of city workers being bitten by rodents is on the rise — with most recent cases being
reported in Los Angeles," the report notes. "Two other vehicles of transmission are far more prevalent: fleas and
urine droppings."

The study also surveyed 23 pest control companies in California, and found that all of the reported that rat
service requests were up almost 60 percent in the past year. Included in the study was a list of "rattiest cities" in
the nation published by the pest-control company Orkin, which named Los Angeles as the second most rat-
infested city in the nation behind Chicago.

At a press conference at Los Angeles City Hall on Tuesday, DeMaio there were two particular reasons behind
the rodent explosion.

"First, the homeless population increase, which provides a source of food which supports population growth," he
said. "Second, many local governments, including Los Angeles, have banned the most effective practices for
detecting and eradicating rats."

About three-quarters of the nearly 59,000 homeless people counted in Los Angeles County_in the past year were
living outdoors, fueling concerns of a growing public health crisis with piles of garbage and rats near homeless
encampments lining downtown sidewalks.

Reform California said the rodent population can be controlled using the most effective tools for pest control,
but Los Angeles discontinued use of second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides in 2014, a move the group
claims that led to the spike.

ORANGE COUNTY REACHED SETTLEMENT THAT ALLOWS COPS TO ARREST HOMELESS
PEOPLE IN SOME AREAS

The report, spearheaded by DeMaio and various vector control industry leaders, asks Gov. Gavin Newsom to
declare a public health emergency in the Golden State and require public entities to address the situation. It also
calls on the state Legislature to oppose Assembly Bill 1788, which seeks to outlaw certain rodent-deterring
products that use more robust chemicals but have concerned environmentalists.

https://www.foxnews.com/us/los-angeles-california-cities-overrun-rodents-public-health.print 2/4
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_alifornia, home to four of the top ten
ities for homelessness, accounts for nearly
| quarter of the U.S. homeless population.
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"Instead of acting to address this developing crisis, California state lawmakers are just days away from passing
legislation to ban the best rodent-control tools and methods available and would require use of less effective, so-
called “green alternatives," DeMaio said. "It's madness."

i dciney L 81
:"% B

Pest control companies echoed that sentiment, saying their hands are tied by government regulations that force
them to use "green pest control" to eradicate rodents.

"The professional pest control industry has gone to Sacramento, we've explained as professionals to committees,
that we as professionals know how to help you, you license us, you regulate us, but now you don't listen to us,"
Rob Cartwright of Cartwright Pest Control told FOX11.

Proponents of the legislation contend the targeted rat poisons often wind up having a deadlier effect when rats
that ingest the poison are consumed by wildlife, according to FOX11. Proponents also contend such poisons
present a danger to children who may accidentally ingest them.

CLICK HERE FOR THE FOX NEWS APP

Besides a 12 percent spike in homelessness in Los Angeles County in the past year, another problem is illegal
dumping. Last month, FOX 11 reported that Los Angeles County cited 85 downtown businesses for not having
proper trash receptacles, exacerbating the problem of illegal dumping.

The Los Angeles City Council recently allocated more than $6.5 million to the Los Angeles Bureau of
Sanitation to cover costs of hygiene and health services and cleanup teams that will target areas in desperate
need of cleaning. Mayor Eric Garcetti has said the revamping of trash-cleanup efforts and outreach to homeless
communities using "cleaning and rapid engagement" teams to respond to problem areas.

Travis Fedschun is a reporter for FoxNews.com. Follow him on Twitter @travfed
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U.S. news

‘Typhus zone": Rats and trash infest Los Angeles' skid row, fueling disease

People "illegally dumping, food being discarded, accumulation of blankets and pillows, and human waste," are attracting the rats, a
business advocate said. :

Rats are likely contributing to a typhus outbreak on Los Angeles' skid row, experts say, prompting the city and county to take steps
to reduce the spread of diseases.Mark Ralston / AFP - Getty Images file

Oct. 14, 2018, 10:37 AM PDT

By Dennis Romero and Andrew Blankstein

LOS ANGELES — Wholesale fish distributors, produce warehouses and homeless encampments line Ceres Avenue
downtown, creating perfect conditions for rats.

Uneaten food is dumped on the street — a salad platter was recently splatteréd on the asphalt — and discarded
clothing piles up only to be swirled into rats' nests.

Those rats, experts say, are likely contributing to the growing number of typhus infections cropping up on skid row
and other parts of the region. The disease is spread by fleas, which are carried by rats, opossums and pets.

"You have constant activity that serves as a breeding ground for rats," said Estela Lopez, executive director of the
Central City East Association, a business improvement district that overlaps skid row. '
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20 in Pasadena and a possible 18 in Long Beach, where five were still under investigation by the Long Beach
Department of Health and Human Services.

The average number of typhus cases the county sees in a year is 60, which itself has doubled in recent years,
according to the Los Angeles County Health Department.

City officials recently declared downtown's skid row — roughly 54 square blocks where more than 4,000 homeless
congregate — a "typhus zone."

"With increased rat density, diseases like typhus are very likely to occur," said Dr. Lee W. Riley, an infectious disease
researcher at the University of California, Berkeley.

A typhus infection can cause high fever, headache, chills and, in rare cases, meningitis and death. It's contracted
when "the feces from infected fleas are rubbed into cuts or scrapes in the skin or rubbed into the eyes," the county
health department says on its website.

"We're deploying every available resource to help control and stop this outbreak," said Alex Comisar, spokesman for
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti. "The city and county have formed a dedicated task force ... and we’re putting new
funding into intensifying cleanups in the affected area so that we can keep our streets and sidewalks safe for
everyone."

Homeless since August 2016, Tina Marie Van Tasil holds a can of beer while standing in front of her tent
near Skid Row in downtown Los Angeles on June 20, 2017.Frederic J. Brown / AFP - Getty Images file

County health officials declined to comment.

Downtown's rat problem was exposed last week by NBC News' Los Angeles affiliate, KNBC, which documented piles of
uncollected trash around Ceres Avenue on skid row. The station reported that despite 2,200 calls to a city help line in
the last two years by people requesting trash pickup in the area, the city responded to less than half the complaints.

It's a situation Garcetti called "disgusting and it's unacceptable."

Let our news meet your inbox. The news and stories that matters, delivered weekday mornings.

Your Email Address
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Los Angeles County Supervisors Kathryn Barger and Janice Hahn are expected to introduce a motion Tuesday that
would create the Housing for Public Health program, a coordinated effort to reduce the spread of typhus and other
diseases on skid row by cleaning, housing and educating the homeless.

Barger and Hahn introduced a motion last week to "seek flea collar donations that can be distributed to home,
individuals that have pets." '
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Lopez, of the Central City East Association, said "illegally dumping, food being discarded, accumulation of blankets
and pillows, and human waste" is creating "Third World conditions."

"There’s deﬁnitely an abundance of rats and roaches and
horrible condition." |

JERRY JONES, PUBLIC POLICY DIRECTOR AT THE INNER CITY LAW CENTER

At the Midnight Mission, which serves three meals a day to as many as 1,000 people, the scene outside its doors can
be chaotic. '

"If you walk out of our building, you’re faced with the threat of assault, drug deahng and trash everywhere," said
Georgia Berkovich, the nonprofit's director of public affairs. :

' Jerry Jones, public policy director at the Inner City Law Center, called the squalor and inhumanity on the streets
"shocking" and "surreal "

"There’s definitely an abundance of rats and roaches and horrible conditions," he said.

Social service providers say the county and city could reduce human waste by installing more 24-hour public
bathrooms in an area that has only two. They also blame charities for handing out food and clothing that ends up
being dumped on the spot, attracting rats.

On Saturday, nearly a dozen people from a local church handed out food on Ceres Avenue, which KNBC identified as
a hot spot for rats. Volunteer Karina Dominguez-Gonzalez said the nondenominational group was careful to hand out
- only peanut-butter-and-jelly sandwiches in paper bags to those who asked.

'~ —She said she's seen-other organizations put boxes of food "on the sidewalk, like people are going to rush in like
animals."
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Craig Melvin reports on the nation's growing homeless epidemic
AUG. 17, 201804:47

In response to rats, trash and typhus, Garcetti recently dedicated another $300,000 to fortifying trash pickup,
sidewalk washing and street cleaning in the skid row neighborhood that's home to an estimated 2,145 people living
outdoors.

Each street in the area is visited by cleanup crews once every two weeks under the six-year-old Operation Healthy
Streets initiative, according to Garcetti's office. But because of the typhus outbreak, the cleanups have been expanded
from a nine-block area to 25 blocks, city officials said.

Nonetheless, the city's efforts are limited by litigation.

After being sued by homeless plaintiffs over the Los Angeles Police Department's sidewalk sweeps, officials agreed in
2007 to not remove people from sidewalks between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. and to not trash a limited amount of their
personal belongings.

In 2012, the rats nests, human waste and hypodermic needles got so bad on skid row that county health officials cited
the city for health code violations and filthy conditions that the county later said contributed to a Hepatitis A
outbreak.

The city responded by launching Operation Healthy Streets, but since then homelessness has exploded, increasing 47
percent from 2012, according to data from the county Homeless Services Authority. Many experts blame exorbitant
housing costs.

The median rent for an apartment in Los Angeles is $2,483, which over 12 months comes to more than the ind

median income of $29,301 for the county, according to data cited by the University of Southern California's Ce
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fueling disease

Activist "General" Jeff Page, who lives on skid row, fears the city is using the typhus outbreak as an excuse to push out

the homeless and make the area more amenable to gentrification.
"They could be using typhus as a scam to rid the sidewalks of people," he said.

But there's often nowhere for them to go.

"Cities aren’t willing to get'their rental markets under control," said Jones, of the Inner City Law Center. "Until we

build more housing, the squalor on skid row will continue."

Back on Ceres Avenue, Steve Jordan, 53, who said he's been living on the streets for two yeérs, stood next to a tent

covered by an American ﬂag-themegl blanket.

"We got wet," he said, referring to overnight rain. "I have a tent with a hole in it. Please help me, man."

A companion who identified herself as Natasha Armstrong spoke lncoherently at times. She patted her bulbous belly

and nodded when asked if she was pregnant

Her fetus, she said, was "a rat in my stomach."
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LOS ANGELES

DOWNTOWN  HO®

LA sanitation needs S17M to keep up with
homeless encampments

The bureau has a backlog of thousands of unanswered service requests
By Elijah Chiland | Feb 22,2018, 12:23pm PST

Sanitation workers are responsible for cleaning up around—and often removing—homeless encampments. | Photo by David McNew, Getty
Images

Tasked with cleaning up rapidly multiplying numbers of homeless encampments, Los
Angeles sanitation workers have asked the city for more resources to handle a backlog of
thousands of service requests.

On Wednesday, the city council’'s Homelessness and Poverty Committee recommended
increasing funding for the Bureau of Sanitation in the city’s next budget and asking
workers to focus on areas that receive the most requests related to homelessness.

The committee didn’t recommend a particular dollar amount, but sanitation officials say
they have requested $17 million to bring on new staff trained to clean in and around
encampments—up from about $6 million this year.

https://la.curbed.com/2018/2/22/17040682/homeless-encampments-los-angeles-cleanup 1/4
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In 2016, as LA’s homeless population soared, city officials approved a new law designed

to cut down on the size of homeless encampments. It allows sanitation workers to seize
bulky items and other possessions kept on streets and sidewalks after providing advance
notice to owners.

By making a call to the city’s 311 hotline, residents can request cleanups at encampments
in their neighborhoods—but they often have to wait a while for a response. The bureau
has close to 6,000 open requests, and roughly one-third are more than 9o days old,
according to sanitation director Enrique Zaldivar.

Curbed LA Newsletter
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Downtown residents and business advocates argued that workers needed more resources
to keep sidewalks clean in Skid Row and beyond.

Estela Lopez, director of the Downtown Industrial Business Improvement District, told
the committee that sanitation workers are asked to do an “impossible task with
insufficient resources.” She suggested that more cleanup crews would help prevent
health problems for homeless residents.

“They are the thinnest firewall between Downtown LA and a public health epidemic,”
Lopez said.

Even though they supported a boost in funding, committee members questioned whether

it would have much immediate impact.

That’s because the hiring process isn’t quick. Testing and background checks for a newly
hired sanitation worker responsible for encampment cleanups takes more than one year.

https://la.curbed.com/2018/2/22/17040682/homeless-encampments-los-angeles-cleanup 2/4
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Bureau officials said they were working on speeding up the process, but offered no
estimates on how much time could be shaved off the lengthy hiring period. The
committee asked staff to report back on strategies to quicken the background checks.

Beyond questions of funding, the committee also grappled with the moral implications of
encampment cleanups, which often result in the loss of belongings for homeless
residents.

“There isn’t a good way to take stuff from people who are down on their luck,” committee
member Marqueece Harris-Dawson told sanitation officials. “But we’ve charged you with
that task.”

The committee also asked city staffers to report back on ways to expand the city’s shelter
system, adding beds and services in the Skid Row area.

Committee member Mike Bonin suggested that tactic should be applied citywide,
providing people with new alternatives to living on the street.

“We have chosen as a city to tell people to sleep on sidewalks,” Bonin said. “Instead of
cleaning up encampments, we should be getting rid of encampments.”
RELATED

Resolution calls on City Councilmembers to build 222 units of homeless housing in
every district across LA

Measure HHH: Angelenos OK $1.2 billion bond to tackle homelessness

Homelessness in LA County spikes 23 percent

TOPARTICLES 1/5
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Los Angeles Fire Started in Homeless Encampment, Officials Say

By Jennifer Medina

Dec. 12, 2017

LOS ANGELES — The fire that burned through one of the wealthiest neighborhoods in the country last week started as a cooking fire at a
homeless encampment, according to an investigation by the Los Angeles Fire Department.

Homeless people had been living in the neighborhood — Bel-Air, in northwest Los Angeles — making their encampment near an
underpass of the 405 freeway along Sepulveda Boulevard for several years, said Peter Sanders, a spokesman for the fire department. The
blaze, known as the Skirball Fire, was one of several wildfires that have ravaged Southern California in recent days, spread by high winds
and dry conditions.

Arson investigators went to the encampment a few hours after the blaze began in Bel-Air just before 5 a.m. last Wednesday. Although they
found evidence that there had been people cooking and sleepmg in the area, they found no one at the site. There are no suspects and it is
unlikely one would be named, Mr. Sanders said.

“There was nobody when they got there and there is no video evidence or witnesses we know of,” Mr. Sanders said. “So, short of someone
coming forward and confessing or another individual who may have been at the camp saying who did this, we will not have a suspect.”

The fire destroyed six homés in the neighborhood and damaged about a dozen more as it burned roughly 400 acres, shutting down the
busy 405 during the morning rush hour. Officials said the fire was about 85 percent contained by Tuesday afternoon.

Much of the evidence at the homeless encampment was burned in the fire, but investigators determined it was not arson because of what
had been left there and where the flames had ignited. The ditch where officials said the encampment was appeared blackened and empty
on Tuesday.

Like other cities throughout California, the homeless population in Los Angeles has grown significantly in recent years. Today, elaborate
encampments with tents, mattresses and camping stoves can be seen tucked into freeway underpasses and on corners all over the city.
Though cooking fires in the open are illegal, orange flames can frequently be seen from the encampments after dark.

Officials estimate that there are about 58,000 homeless people in Los Angeles County, after a count that was done in May, a 23 percent
. increase from the number last year. The homeless population in West Los Angeles, which includes Bel-Air, reached about 5,500 this year,
roughly 900 more people than in 2016. ‘

" Anaverage of 103 wildfires a year in California are started by illegal open fires, which include warming fires, cooking fires and campfires,
.~according to Cal Fire. Officials do not track how often homeless encampment fires turn into destructive wildfires, but said it was not
uncommon. About 90 percent.of wildfires nationally are started by humans, according to the National Park Service.

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/12/us/california-fire-homeless.html 1M
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This tent is just one of many that have been destroyed by fires in Los Angeles’ Skid Row.
Courtesy of the Industrial District Business Improvement District

An astonishing number of tent fires have struck the homelessin Los
Angeles’ Skid Row, a section of the city’s downtown industrial district that
for decades has been a symbol of America’s homelessness epidemic.

Skid Row has weathered 81 tent fires so far this year, up from 59 last year,
according to the L.A. Downtown Industrial District Business Improvement
District, a local nonprofit. More than 4,600 people live in Skid Row, an area
that spans about 50 city blocks and is known for its tent cities.

Some of the fires are intentional, while others are caused by cooking or drug-
related accidents. Six people have been injured this year, although no deaths
have been reported, according to the Washington Post.

Despite therise in tent fires, it remains difficult to press charges. “People
don’t want to cooperate as a witness,” Los Angeles police captain Marc
Reina told the Post.

That may be because the recent uptickin fires has been linked to retaliation
from gangs as well as to domestic violence, according to Estela Lopez,
executive director of the Industrial District Business Improvement District.
“There are a number of drivers, but it’s all based on the fact that the
sidewalks are not where people should live,” Lopez told Slate. “Thereis a lack
of enforcement by the city, but there’s no lack of enforcement by the gangs.
They’re the ones who are enforcing in this area. They’re the ones who are
extracting a price if you don’t do what they say. And the fires are an
outgrowth of that.” '
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Fires aren’t the only hazard that comes with life on Skid Row. The homeless
have been harassed and exploited by gang members involved in drug and
sex trafficking, according to police. Past crackdowns by police have also
caused conflict in the neighborhood. A federal judge’s injunction in 2011,
which was upheld in court, barred police from seizing property without
reasonable belief it is abandoned, evidence of a crime, or an immediate
threat to public safety.

Skid Row isn’t the only site of tent encampments in Los Angeles. More than
53,000 people are homeless in the county. To tackle its homelessness
problem, the city is constructing shelters and affordable housing with a $1.2
billion bond measure that voters approved in 2016. The mayor’s deputy chief
of staff, Matt Szabo, told the Post that the city is waiting until more shelters
are up and running before it enforces the municipal code that prohibits
daytime tent encampments.

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/07/tent-fires-are-on-the-rise-in-homeless-encampments-of-l-a-s-skid-row.html 3/8
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Tent fires don’t just hurt the area’s residents; they can also harm nearby
businesses. Last year, a seafood warehouse on Seventh Street was damaged

inafire.

The city has been criticized in the past for being slow to respond to fires on
Skid Row, in contrast to its quick response to a fire at a homeless

encampment in the wealthy Bel-Air neighborhood.

Lopez called on the city to act before the fires lead to fatalities. “There are
people on the sidewalk who are frightened and intimidated because of these
fires,” she told Slate. “There are business owners in the area who are having
their fire insurance rates either increased or in some cases canceled because

of this. This is no way to run a city.” =i
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Firefighters Lose Critical Tool to Battle Rise in Homeless Fires

Many fire hydrants are disabled by homeless

By Joel Grover and Amy Corral « Published July 22, 2019 « Updated on July 25, 2019 at 10:53 am
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Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti vowed to fix fire hydrants disabled by... Read more
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In response to the NBC4 I-Team story below, Mayor Eric Garcetti's Office said the mayor has directed
the fire department to begin inspecting fire hydrants across the city and power lines in high-density
homeless encampments to better ensure lawful use.

The fire department will also develop an online reporting system to coordinate with the DWP in real
time.

"Encampment fires underscore the absolute urgency of accelerating our work to confront the
homelessness crisis through increased outreach and public safety measures,’ according to a
statement from the mayor's spokesman.

News
Top news of the day

5 HOURS AGO
"~ Water-Dropping Helicopters Attack Wind-Driven Brush Fire on Castaic Hillside

14 HOURS AGO
Watch Live: Public Memorial in Houston for George Floyd

Original story:

As the fire season arrivess in Southern California, firefighters are bracing for another surge in blazes
started by the homeless, often accidentally.
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Business Owners Furious Over Fashion District Garbage Pile

And the NBC4 I-Team has found that firefighting efforts might be hampered because some homeless
have disabled fire hydrants to use them for bathing, cooling off, and drinking.

"I would say this puts firefighters at risk, it puts the community at risk, even the homeless at risk, if
we cannot get to our water supply to fight a fire," said Chief Sam DiGiovanna, a fire expert who trains
: firefighters.

3:427 . .
Rodent Population Keeps Growing, Increases Chance of
Disease ‘

Note: The map below displays homeless encampment fires in LA County in 2018.

The I-Team surveyed fire hydrants in LA's skid row, where many homeless encampments have gone
up in flames, including one this weekend.
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- 347 A
Firefighters Lose Tool to Battle Rise in Homeless Fires

They found one hydrant has been Jerry-rigged with a sink-style faucet to supply water to nearby
sidewalk tents. On another hydrant, someone attached a bike pedal to use as a water pump.

And yet another hydrant had been illegally opened, and a homeless woman was observed bathing
with the water.

412 ‘ '

Sprawling Garbage Pile Stinks Up the Fashion District

"There's a possibility the hydrant is damaged and out of service, so we're going to have to find an
alternative water supply,’ says Chief DiGiovanna.
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Fires that start in homeless encampments pose a serious danger because they often spread to
nearby apartments, homes, and businesses. Fires were started twice this last week in a homeless

encampment in along the LA River, behind a group of townhomes in the west San Fernando Valley.

2:16 :

City Cleans Up Sprawling Trash Pile

"This is my home, and | don't want to leave my home because of something the city, our government,
can take care of," says Traci Nelson, who lives in one of the townhomes. |

Nelson and her neighbors say they've asked the LAPD to move the homeless people to another area,
because of the fire danger to their homes. They say the LAPD told them there's nothing the |
department can do, and suggested that the best option for getting help was to call the NBC4 I-Team.
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Fashion District Cleaned Up After NBC4's I-Team Rep@rt

Nelson has good reason for concern. The I-Team has been tracking the number of homeless fires the
last two years.

Data for 2018 shows a 211% increase in the number of these fires from the previous year. LA
firefighters are now extinguishing almost seven fires a day started at homeless encampments or
‘tents in neighborhoods across the C|ty

The [-Team has discovered a possible cause for some of these fires: some homeless tap intdpower
lines to provide electricity for their tents, which can cause wires to short out and spark a fire. And
firefighters say some fires are also started because the homeless use stoves and barbecues in their
tents, which can easily go up in flames. ' | '

"Some of these tents are filled with a lot of combustible materials ... that could easily cause the
'spread of fire inside these tents," DiGiovanna told the I-Team.

Using open flames in public spaces, like encampments, violates the fire code. But the LAPD tells the
l-Team it has issued just seven citations for these violations this year, even though our cameras have
observed hundreds of open fires around tents in LA. ’ |

The LA Fire Department also has authority to issue citations, but a spokesman could not provide the
number of citations issued to homeless tent dwellers.

Nelson thinks the city should not allow the homeless to live right behind homes like hers, putting her
at risk from fires.
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