
From: Debra von Huene  
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 4:42 PM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 
<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 
<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 
<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 
<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 
<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 
<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 
Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy; Project Specialist ; 
semami; lthomas; dwalstrum; City Clerk  
Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

   

Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get around 

without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. 

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote 

riding transit & bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following: 

- provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 

- increase the total # of bike parking spaces 

- explore a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 

- allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) 

 

Can you please incorporate the improvements Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project? 

 

Thank you for considering my perspective. 
Sincerely, 
Debra von Huene 
  



From: kirk vartan 

Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 4:42 PM 

To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo ; Liccardo, Sam; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, 

Joel <Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 

<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 

<District2@sanjoseca.gov>; Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 

<district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul <Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; 

Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 <District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena 

<Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 <district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev 

<dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne <maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 

<District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya <Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 

<district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; District9 

<district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 

Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; 

Manford, Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff 

<PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira <Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, 

Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, Reema 

<reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy; projects; 

Stephen Emami ; lthomas; dwalstrum; City Clerk  

Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

 

Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get around 

without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. 

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote riding 

transit & bikes and better projects for the needs of today, require that ALL parking is unbundled. This will allow 

residents to be free from the parking space tax/costs if they do not have a car. If they do have a car, they can 

rent a space. Rent in the building can be even lower, allowing for people that want to embrace public transit, 

shuttles, car pooling, biking, etc to pay significantly less per month. If someone wants a parking space, they can 

spend the extra dollars and lease one. The reality is, the price of an apartment with the cost of one space can 

be equal to the current expects rents. However, the cost off the apartment is the cost of a parking space LESS 

than would be if parking spaces were included in rent. Please, require affordable and project closet to light or 

heavy rail to have unbundled parking (i.e,. charge a monthly fee for parking.). 

 

Thanks, 

 

Kirk Vartan 

Catalyze SV Board member 



From: Jack Axelrod  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 11:14 AM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 
<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 
<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 
<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 
<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 
<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 
<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 
Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy; project; semami; 
lthomas; dwalstrum; City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

  

Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get 

around without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. 

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote 

riding transit & bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following:  

- Provide EV car share service on-site. 

- provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 

- increase the total # of bike parking spaces 

- explore a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 

- allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) 

 

Can you please incorporate the improvements Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project? 

 

Thank you for considering my perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 



From: Bill Souders  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 10:18 AM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 
<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 
<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 
<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 
<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 
<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 
<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 
Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy@catalyzesv.org 
<advocacy@catalyzesv.org>; projects@CatalyzeSV.org <projects@CatalyzeSV.org>; semami@roemcorp.com 
<semami@roemcorp.com>; lthomas@roemcorp.com <lthomas@roemcorp.com>; dwalstrum@roemcorp.com 
<dwalstrum@roemcorp.com>; City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

   

Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving% 
  



From: Michael Kevane  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 9:36 AM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 
<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 
<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 
<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 
<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 
<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 
<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 
Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy 
<advocacy@catalyzesv.org>; Project Specialist <projects@catalyzesv.org>; semami@roemcorp.com 
<semami@roemcorp.com>; lthomas@roemcorp.com <lthomas@roemcorp.com>; dwalstrum@roemcorp.com 
<dwalstrum@roemcorp.com>; City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

   

Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get 

around without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. 

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote 

riding transit & bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following: 

- provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 

- increase the total # of bike parking spaces 

- explore a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 

- allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) 

 

Can you please incorporate the improvements Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project? 

 

Thank you for considering my perspective. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Kevane 



From: A Perry  
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 8:11 PM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 
<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 
<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 
<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 
<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 
<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 
<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 
Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy@catalyzesv.org 
<advocacy@catalyzesv.org>; projects@catalyzesv.org <projects@catalyzesv.org>; semami@roemcorp.com 
<semami@roemcorp.com>; lthomas@roemcorp.com <lthomas@roemcorp.com>; dwalstrum@roemcorp.com 
<dwalstrum@roemcorp.com>; City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

  

 Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo,  

 

 I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. What I like about the proposed 

project from ROEM: - Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified - Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground 

floor But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce 

pollution & congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more 

people to get around without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that 

goal. This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To 

promote riding transit & bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following: - provide free VTA 

bus & light rail passes to building occupants - increase the total # of bike parking spaces - explore a direct 

pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. - allow residents to not pay for a 

parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) Can you please incorporate the improvements 

Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project?  

 

 Thank you for considering my perspective.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Anthony 

  
  



From: Carlin Black  

Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 6:46 PM 

To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo; Liccardo, Sam; Kline, Kelly; Devalcourt, Joel; Ferguson, Jerad; District1; 

Jones, Chappie; District2; Jimenez, Sergio; District3; Peralez, Raul; District4; Diep, Lan; District5; Carrasco, 

Magdalena; District 6; Davis, Dev; Groen, Mary Anne; District7; Esparza, Maya; District8; Arenas, Sylvia; District9; 

Foley, Pam; District 10; Khamis, Johnny; Hughey, Rosalynn; Manford, Robert; PlanningSupportStaff; Blanco, 

Maira; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra; Mahamood, Reema; Keyon, David; advocacy@catalyzesv.org; 

projects@catalyzesv.org; semami@roemcorp.com; lthomas@roemcorp.com; dwalstrum@roemcorp.com; City 

Clerk 

Cc: projects@catalyzesv.org 

Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

 

Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get around 

without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. 

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote riding 

transit & bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following: 

- provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 

- require a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 

- allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) 

 

Can you please incorporate the improvements Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project? 

 

Thank you for considering my perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carlin Black 

  



From: Joseph Herrity  
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 5:32 PM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo ; Liccardo, Sam ; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1; Jones, Chappie 
<Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; Jimenez, Sergio 
<sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul <Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 <District5@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 <district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev 
<dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne <maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 ; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff ; Blanco, Maira <Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van 
Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, Reema 
<reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy@catalyzesv.org 
<advocacy@catalyzesv.org>; projects@catalyzesv.org <projects@catalyzesv.org>; semami@roemcorp.com 
<semami@roemcorp.com>; lthomas@roemcorp.com <lthomas@roemcorp.com>; dwalstrum@roemcorp.com 
<dwalstrum@roemcorp.com>; City Clerk  
Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

  

 Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get around 

without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. 

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote riding 

transit & bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following: 

- provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 

- increase the total # of bike parking spaces 

- explore a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 

- allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) 

 

It seems to me that items 2, 3, and 4 are all easily doable, and the more bikeable we make our community the 

healthier and more enjoyable it becomes. 

 

Can you please incorporate the improvements Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project? 

 

Thank you for considering my perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 

Joe Herrity 



From: Gavin Lohry  

Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 11:49 AM 

To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 

<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 

<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 

<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 

Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 

<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 

<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 

<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 

<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 

<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 

District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 

Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 

Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 

<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 

Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy@catalyzesv.org 

<advocacy@catalyzesv.org>; Project Specialist <projects@catalyzesv.org>; semami@roemcorp.com 

<semami@roemcorp.com>; lthomas@roemcorp.com <lthomas@roemcorp.com>; dwalstrum@roemcorp.com 

<dwalstrum@roemcorp.com>; City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 

Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

 Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get around 

without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. 

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote riding 

transit & bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following: 

- provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 

- increase the total # of bike parking spaces 

- explore a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 

- allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) or even allowing for 

less parking in the structure. 

 

Can you please incorporate the improvements Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project? 

 

Thank you for considering my perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 



 

Gavin Lohry 

From: Milo Trauss  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 11:55 AM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 
<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 
<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 
<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 
<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 
<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 
<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 
Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy@catalyzesv.org 
<advocacy@catalyzesv.org>; projects@catalyzesv.org <projects@CatalyzeSV.org>; semami@roemcorp.com 
<semami@roemcorp.com>; lthomas@roemcorp.com <lthomas@roemcorp.com>; dwalstrum@roemcorp.com 
<dwalstrum@roemcorp.com>; City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: Support for item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

   

Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get 

around without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. 

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote 

riding transit & bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following: 

- provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 

- increase the total # of bike parking spaces 

- explore a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 

- allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) 

 

Can you please incorporate the improvements Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project? 

 

Thank you for considering my perspective. 

 



Sincerely, 

Milo 



From: Alex Shoor  
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 4:34 PM 
To: City Clerk  
Cc: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 
<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 
<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 
<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 
<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 
<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 
<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 
Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy ; 
projects@catalyzesv.org ; Stephen Emami ; LeAnne Thomas ; Drew Walstrum  
Subject: Catalyze SV's Position on Item 10.2 for 4/28 Council meeting 

   

 
 
Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I’m writing on behalf of Catalyze SV’s members, Board & staff re: ROEM’s Meridian Apartments proposal before you on 

Tuesday, 4/28. 

 

Catalyze SV's Project Advocacy Committee evaluated & scored this project earlier this year. 

 

First, Catalyze SV wants to thank ROEM for bringing this important mixed-use, affordable housing project to the City of 

San Jose. We especially appreciate & commend ROEM for forging ahead during the current virus. We also appreciate 

ROEM graciously engaging Catalyze SV’s members on this project in February 2020.  

 

There’s much our members like about this project - a lot of impressive aspects to it - including:  

• 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

• Tthe project will be LEED Gold certified  

• 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor  

A word about our approach to project advocacy: Catalyze SV’s has a “Yes, and …” approach. Yes, we want 

development and we want it to be more sustainable, equitable & vibrant. This approach wouldn’t be necessary if we had 

spent the last 40 years building the quality of development we need - if we had built the transportation options, housing & 

building height necessary to address our current woes. If we’re going to solve our region’s major housing & transportation 

problems, we’ve got to ensure that every project that arrives before you on the dais goes as far as possible in addressing 

the City of San Jose’s goals.  

 

The City has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the 

City's goal calls for many more people to get around without using a car.  

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote riding transit & 

bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following:  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatalyzesv.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Ddb5d0722e937bfa4a2ae89e49%26id%3D1acd3dc3d3%26e%3Dfe800eb191&data=01%7C01%7Ccity.clerk%40sanjoseca.gov%7Cce627720d84546a005b308d7e8a816a0%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1&sdata=WEta6er576oBTNCIeD%2FCq6jbjPoTCDkWHgB8%2BYmzKlg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatalyzesv.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Ddb5d0722e937bfa4a2ae89e49%26id%3D1acd3dc3d3%26e%3Dfe800eb191&data=01%7C01%7Ccity.clerk%40sanjoseca.gov%7Cce627720d84546a005b308d7e8a816a0%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1&sdata=WEta6er576oBTNCIeD%2FCq6jbjPoTCDkWHgB8%2BYmzKlg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatalyzesv.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Ddb5d0722e937bfa4a2ae89e49%26id%3D93ef3427d0%26e%3Dfe800eb191&data=01%7C01%7Ccity.clerk%40sanjoseca.gov%7Cce627720d84546a005b308d7e8a816a0%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1&sdata=j0nFguEf5wKyNLLUU3kfg9ll9uziwSSoF1mlsJN3G3s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatalyzesv.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Ddb5d0722e937bfa4a2ae89e49%26id%3D93ef3427d0%26e%3Dfe800eb191&data=01%7C01%7Ccity.clerk%40sanjoseca.gov%7Cce627720d84546a005b308d7e8a816a0%7C0fe33be061424f969b8d7817d5c26139%7C1&sdata=j0nFguEf5wKyNLLUU3kfg9ll9uziwSSoF1mlsJN3G3s%3D&reserved=0


1. provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 

2. increase the total # of bike parking spaces 

3. explore a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 

4. allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) 

In the Planning Commission's unanimous vote on this project on 4/8, it echoed Catalyze SV’s concerns about 

transportation options for the project.  

 

The developer hasn't committed to any of these 4 ideas above. They have committed to modest transportation measures, 

including a) assigning a "transit manager to provide transit information for all new residents" and b) substituting 12 of the 

bike parking spaces they're required to have for a bikeshare program for tenants. Catalyze SV is concerned these 

efforts won't make much a difference on mode shift compared to the 4 ideas above. 

 

In ROEM’s defense, while they could have addressed these issues at any time, they have not had much time to incorporate 

our specific improvements since we shared them. Nonetheless, our ideas will make the project better.  

 

Planning staff have indicated that prior to issuance of any Building Permits, the applicant & Planning staff "shall 

coordinate and determine cost-effective project design features or programmatic elements to encourage alternative modes 

of transportation to and from the site.”  

 

Yet wouldn’t it be better for ROEM to formally commit now to implementing these improvements before the 

project is approved because Tuesday is the last time the City Council and the public will have any input?  

 

Catalyze SV urges you to vote on Tuesday to approve ROEM's important affordable housing project with some 

crucial transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals.  

 

Thank you for considering Catalyze SV's perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Alex Shoor 

 

 



 

From: Daniel Schwarz  
Sent: Saturday, April 25, 2020 8:39 PM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 
<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 
<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 
<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 
<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 
<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 
<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 
Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy ; projects; semami; 
lthomas; dwalstrum; City Clerk  
Subject: My Input on the Meridian Apartments vote this Tuesday 

   

Dear Mayor Liccardo and Councilmembers, 

 

I hope you will vote to approve the Meridian Apartments proposal on Tuesday's meeting. 

This is exactly the type of sustainable, affordable, positive development our city needs. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

-Dan Schwarz 
 



From: Hannah Follweiler   

Sent: Monday, April 27, 2020 5:13 PM 

To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo ; Liccardo, Sam ; Kline, Kelly ; Devalcourt, Joel ; Ferguson, Jerad ; District1 

<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 

<District2@sanjoseca.gov>; Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 

<district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul <Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; 

Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 <District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena ; District 6 

<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev ; Groen, Mary Anne ; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, 

Maya <Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia 

<sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; 

District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn 

<Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; 

PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira <Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; 

Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, Reema 

<reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy; projects; 

semami; lthomas; dwalstrum; City Clerk  

Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

 

Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 

 

I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial 

transportation improvements necessary to help the City achieve its goals. 

 

What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 

- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 

- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 

- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 

 

But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & 

congestion in the decades ahead. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get around 

without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. 

 

This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote riding 

transit & bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following: 

- provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 

- increase the total # of bike parking spaces 

- explore a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 

- allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) 

 

Can you please incorporate the improvements Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project? 

 

Thank you for considering my perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 

Hannah Follweiler 



From: kathryn hedges  
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2020 4:19 PM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo <TheOfficeofMayorSamLiccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Liccardo, Sam 
<sam.liccardo@sanjoseca.gov>; Kline, Kelly <Kelly.Kline@sanjoseca.gov>; Devalcourt, Joel 
<Joel.Devalcourt@sanjoseca.gov>; Ferguson, Jerad <Jerad.Ferguson@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 
<district1@sanjoseca.gov>; Jones, Chappie <Chappie.Jones@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Jimenez, Sergio <sergio.jimenez@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; Peralez, Raul 
<Raul.Peralez@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 <District4@sanjoseca.gov>; Diep, Lan <lan.diep@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 
<District5@sanjoseca.gov>; Carrasco, Magdalena <Magdalena.Carrasco@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 
<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; Davis, Dev <dev.davis@sanjoseca.gov>; Groen, Mary Anne 
<maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Esparza, Maya 
<Maya.Esparza@sanjoseca.gov>; District8 <district8@sanjoseca.gov>; Arenas, Sylvia <sylvia.arenas@sanjoseca.gov>; 
District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; Foley, Pam <Pam.Foley@sanjoseca.gov>; District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; 
Khamis, Johnny <johnny.khamis@sanjoseca.gov>; Hughey, Rosalynn <Rosalynn.Hughey@sanjoseca.gov>; Manford, 
Robert <Robert.Manford@sanjoseca.gov>; PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov>; Blanco, Maira 
<Maira.Blanco@sanjoseca.gov>; Van Der Zweep, Cassandra <Cassandra.VanDerZweep@sanjoseca.gov>; Mahamood, 
Reema <reema.mahamood@sanjoseca.gov>; Keyon, David <david.keyon@sanjoseca.gov>; advocacy 
<advocacy@catalyzesv.org>; projects@catalyzesv.org; semami@roemcorp.com; lthomas@roemcorp.com; 
dwalstrum@roemcorp.com; City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Cc: PACT Core Housing Team <sjwebelong@googlegroups.com>; Catalyze SV Board <board@catalyzesv.org>; 
svrising@wpusa.org 
Subject: My Input on Item 10.2 for next week’s Council meeting - Meridian Apartments by ROEM 

   
Dear San Jose Councilmembers & Mayor Liccardo, 
 
I urge you to vote on Tuesday to approve an important affordable housing project WITH some crucial transportation 
improvements necessary to help the City achieve its Climate Emergency goals. 
 
What I like about the proposed project from ROEM: 
- Affordability: 233 homes, all affordable, half below 50% of our area's median income 
- Sustainability: the project will be LEED Gold certified 
- Vibrancy: 1,750 square feet of retail on the ground floor 
 
But this project should do more. As a city, San Jose has ambitious, important goals to reduce pollution & congestion in 
the decades ahead. We've already seen how much cleaner the air is when a minimal number of people are traveling by 
car and how much safer the streets are for cyclists. To reduce driving, the City's goal calls for many more people to get 
around without using a car. Every new development gets us closer to, or farther from, that goal. The developers clearly 
recognize this, but their project could leverage its great location more effectively. 
 
This project will be a 1/2 mile to a light rail station & a block from the Los Gatos Creek Trail. To promote riding transit & 
bikes, this project needs to do more than one of the following: 
- provide free VTA bus & light rail passes to building occupants 
- increase the total # of bike parking spaces and accommodate cargo bikes or bike trailers 
- explore a direct pedestrian & bike connection to the light rail station via St. Elizabeth Dr. 
- allow residents to not pay for a parking spot if they don't want one (unbundled parking) 
  
Here is my perspective as an affordable housing tenant in a similar building. I've been living in a transit-focused 
development in San Jose since September 2016, and I typically use my free VTA pass on a regular basis for meetings and 
light errands. (My business requires some hauling that won't work on transit.) The bike parking where I live doesn't 
accommodate cargo bikes or bike trailers, and neither does my balcony, where I store my bike because the bike parking 
is so badly designed. However, I am lucky to have easy access to all my transit and bike lanes. If I had to take a long 
detour on foot, I would be less likely to use transit. If we had unbundled parking, I would be more likely to give up my 
car if I no longer needed it for my business. 



  
Also, tenants in affordable housing are less likely to be able to afford newer environmentally-friendly electric, hybrid, or 
alternative energy cars. (This is based on looking at my neighbors' cars in the garage, not just stereotyping.) It would 
help both the tenants and the environment to encourage them to take fewer trips or even retire their car, and the cost 
savings is more likely to be an incentive than it is for people over the median income. 
 
Can you please incorporate the improvements Catalyze SV members and I are suggesting for this project? We don't have 
to choose between 
 
Thank you for considering my perspective. 

Sincerely, 
  
Kathryn Hedges 
 



From: William Garrett  
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 9:59 AM 
To: CouncilMeeting <CouncilMeeting@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: public comment for agenda item #10.2 
  

   

Hello, 
  
I'd like to submit a comment on the proposed development at 961-971 Meridian Ave. 

  
I am a current resident across the street from the proposed project, and I 100% back this project, as it directly 

addresses the housing crisis we have in San Jose, and the Bay Area more generally. The sooner it can be built 

the better. 
  

However, I would like to request that the city make curbside parking improvements to Meridian Ave. in 

conjunction with this project. Currently, the southbound side of Meridian Ave. between Fruitdale and Curci has 

no curbside parking. However, it appears that Meridian is wide enough to support the addition of parking on its 

southbound side. Meridian appears to be the same width in this block as it is south of Curci where curbside 

parking exists on both sides of the street. Parking is already limited in the immediate area of Meridian and 

Curci, and the addition of additional housing and businesses to the area will likely bring greater vehicular traffic 

to the area. That is generally a good thing, as Meridian is a major thoroughfare that can handle the volume. I 

project that adding curbside parking in conjunction with the development of this project between 961-971 

Meridian would have two beneficial effects to the immediate area. First, it would prevent a further 

overburdening of the street parking situation that currently exists. Second, it would help provide a modicum of 

traffic calming to this stretch of Meridian. Right now, Meridian serves as a major access point to Highway 280. 

Consequently, people tend to drive to fast in the immediate area. By adding curbside parking on the southbound 

side, it might psychologically force people to slow down a little, and more importantly, it would provide 

somewhat of a safety barrier for pedestrians and other sidewalk users once this project is complete. 
  

To be clear, the project itself has sufficient parking, and I'm not asking for additional parking within the project 

as part of its approval. I simply ask that the city use new striping and signs to add curbside parking to the 

southbound side of Meridian once the project is complete. 

  
Thank you. 

  
William Garrett 
  
 


