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May 10, 2019 

  

Mayor Sam Liccardo and Honorable Members of the City Council 

City of San Jose 

200 East Santa Clara St, 18th Floor 

San Jose, CA 95113 

 

RE: May 14, 2019 City Council Meeting, Agenda Item 10.3 

Santa Clara University Mixed-Use Development 

General Plan Amendment and Planned Development Zoning, Campbell Avenue 

 

Dear Mayor Liccardo, Vice Mayor Jones, and Honorable Councilmembers, 

 

On behalf of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group, I am writing to express our support for 

the Planning Commission recommendation to allow continued processing of the mixed-

use proposal submitted by Santa Clara University in partnership with Bellarmine College 

Preparatory and Cristo Rey Jesuit High School, and allow for the proposed new homes for 

university/school staff and faculty near public transit to move forward. 

 

This proposal will provide 290 new homes, all at below market-rate rents, to the staff and 

faculty of the three school partners. The need for new housing in our region is deepening, 

and the Leadership Group strongly supports this opportunity to build a significant amount 

of new homes, including much-needed affordable homes for very low income and 

moderate income households, and within walking distance to high-quality public transit, 

including bus, ACE, Amtrak, Caltrain, and upcoming BART. 

 

The Silicon Valley Leadership Group was founded in 1978 by David Packard, Co-Founder 

of Hewlett Packard. Today, the Leadership Group is driven by more than 330 CEOs/Senior 

Executives to proactively tackle issues to improve our communities and strengthen our 

economy, with a focus on education, energy, the environment, health care, housing, tax 

policy, tech & innovation policy, and transportation. 

 

As a valued member of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group, Santa Clara University is 

leading the way by taking the initiative to build housing for their staff and faculty. They 

are uniquely positioned in this instance to deliver new housing for their workforce, 

accomplishing not just housing goals, but also traffic and climate goals. 

 

We appreciate the City’s Early Consideration process as it safeguards against a 

wholesale rewriting of the General Plan. And it also offers appropriate flexibility by 

allowing the Planning Commission and City Council to thoughtfully consider what might 

not have been considered for this particular site previously. The merits and benefits of the 

mixed-use proposal warrants continued consideration and we respectfully ask for your 

support to continue moving forward the proposed development. 

 

We have a real opportunity to activate the housing potential for this transit-oriented and 

jobs-oriented site, and we support allowing the General Plan Amendment and Planned 

Development proposal to move forward. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Carl Guardino 

President & CEO 



Item 10.3 May 14, 2019 
 
From: Elizabeth Gallegos Glynn [ 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2019 9:31 AM 
To: The Office of Mayor Sam Liccardo > 
Cc: SCU VP for Finance & Administration < > 
Subject: Support for 1200 Campbell Ave. Project 
 
Dear Mayor Liccardo and Members of the San Jose City Council, 
 
I am a constituent of District 1, work at Santa Clara University and am addressing support for 
the proposed Housing Project at 1200 Campbell Ave., San Jose.  As an employee of SCU, I can 
attest to the difficulty of hiring and retaining staff to our area due to the high cost of housing - 
not new news to you - but bears to be impressed nevertheless.  The loss productivity by having 
open positions with excellent salaries go unfilled, the frustration of employees who have to 
make the agonizing decision to move out of the region in order to 'get ahead'; and finally, most 
painfully, as a parent to have children and grandchildren move from our region all due to the 
astronomical housing costs.  In addition to the faculty and staff at Santa Clara University, the 
proposed housing will also be open to educators from Cristo Rey and Nativity Schools. 
 
You would agree that this situation is very complex and takes multiple tactics to get close to a 
solution.  The 1200 Campell project is one key solution that invests in employees and our region 
with little cost to the City of San Jose.  Providing stable housing for employees and their families 
is a critical and worthwhile investment and one that I urge you to support with your vote of 
approval. 
 
Thank you,  
 
 

Liz 

Santa Clara University ‖ Gift Planning 

Liz Gallegos Glynn, CFRE ‖ Gift Planning Executive Director 
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