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The American Cities Climate Challenge is a Bloomberg Philanthropies initiative that 
aims to accelerate and deepen U.S. cities’ efforts to create the greatest climate impact 
through 2020 and showcase the benefits – good jobs, cleaner air, and cost savings –

that climate solutions brings.

About the American Cities Climate Challenge

Reduce building energy 
use

Increase 
renewable 

energy

Reduce vehicle 
travel

Electrify 
vehicles Cities Reach 

Paris Climate 
Goals



Climate Smart San José3

Support Package: $2.5 million in resources
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LOWER ENERGY

CONSUMPTION

by improving building 
performance and investing in 

clean energy 

REDUCE EMISSIONS 

FROM 

TRANSPORTATION

through active transportation, 
e-mobility and parking

Vision Strategies

by 2020*

⬇29%
by 2025*

⬇34%

The City of San Jose has 
established bold climate 

goals:

San Jose’s City Strategy Overview
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LOWER ENERGY

CONSUMPTION

by improving building 
performance and investing 

in clean energy 

Strategies Initiatives & Goals (end of 2020)

2: EV, solar readiness & reach code : 2,400 new multi-family units, 1.6 
million sq. ft. of new commercial buildings EV- and solar-ready & 2,700 

ZNE housing units

1: Energy reduction programs and policies for commercial buildings: 90% 
compliance rate for buildings under ordinance

3: Roadmap for building decarbonization through demonstration and 
programs : Enrolling 500 residents as “Climate Leaders”; 12 ZNE-related 

trainings with 300 attendees; 

San Jose’s City Strategy Overview - Buildings
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REDUCE EMISSIONS FROM 
TRANSPORTATION

through active transportation, 
e-mobility and parking

6: Encourage new mobility options: Increase # of trips per vehicle 
per day to 3

7: Market Transformation for EVs: Increase the percentage of 

newly registered EVs in San José by 20%

Strategies

5: Parking management and pricing: Pursue ordinance to remove 
parking minimums for new development resulting in 50% reduction 

in parking for new housing

8: Shared EV Strategy : Increase the percentage of EV car share 
vehicles by 5%

4: High priority segments in the walking and bicycling network: 20% 
increase in bicycling

San Jose’s City Strategy Overview - Transportation

Initiatives & Goals (end of 2020)
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Project tracking tool to help the ACCC 

team optimize where resources are 

deployed and when

Milestones

● Drive implementation strategy, data 

use and performance management 

● Serves as project manager for the 

city’s progress 

● Point of contact for city staff on overall 

project management

Trajectories

Quarterly target setting for each indicator 

to allow for progress tracking and to 

flag resourcing needs

Indicators

Detailed milestone-planning tool 

to track progress across tasks

Identification of metrics that will be 

used to track success including data 

owner and frequency

Each Initiative has a Delivery Plan
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Key Components of  Each Delivery Plan: Milestones
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Climate Smart San Jose Dashboard 

Key Components of  Each Delivery Plan: Indicators
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Approximately 60 MMT of carbon emission reductions 
through ACCC initiatives alone

Additional citywide resources

Maximize Results
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Recommendation:

Adopt a resolution authorizing the City Manager to 
negotiate and execute the Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc. in 
support of the American City Climate Challenge, establishing 
the terms and conditions for a working agreement and the 
City of San Jose’s American Cities Climate Challenge work 
plan.


