FW: Comment on City Council item 6.1 Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit

City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>
Thu 1/26/2023 1:18 PM

To: Agendadesk <Agendadesk@sanjoseca.gov>

0 1 attachments (129 KB)
STB comment re MRP SJ city council 1-31-23.pdf;

From: Hayley Currier

Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 12:56 PM

To: City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>; The Office of Mayor Matt Mahan <mayor@sanjoseca.gov>; District1l
<districtl@sanjoseca.gov>; District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; District4
<Districtd@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 <District5@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 <district6@sanjoseca.gov>; District7
<District7 @sanjoseca.gov>; Nguyen, Lam <Lam.Nguyen@sanjoseca.gov>; Arreola, Kiara <Kiara.Arreola@sanjoseca.gov>
Subject: Comment on City Council item 6.1 Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit

Some people who received this message don't often get email ﬁ'om_ Learn why this 1s important
[External Email]

Good afternoon,

Attached please find Save The Bay’s comment letter on City Council item 6.1: Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit Reissuance.
Thank you,

Hayley Currier
POLICY MANAGER

hcurrier@savesfbay.org |_ www.saveSFbay.org,

Pronouns: she, her
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January 26, 2023

San José City Council
200 E. Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113

Mayor Mahan, and members of the Council:

As has become abundantly clear in recent years and especially in the past month, the impacts
of climate change are happening now. Record-setting precipitation and flooding are joining
heat, wildfires, and extended drought to put San José residents at risk. While the impacts of
climate change are widespread, the disproportionate burden falls on those already facing
multiple forms of oppression and with the fewest resources to respond, especially low-income
people of color.

The Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit (MRP) was recently updated with increased
requirements for implementing green stormwater infrastructure (GSl) throughout the city. GSI
is a highly effective nature-based strategy for combating the impacts of climate change. These
requirements are an opportunity to speed up the city’s climate change resilience planning — a
priority established during last year’s budget process — and ensure that the City is adequately
protecting its residents.

Green infrastructure—bioswales, rain gardens, tree wells—are not just excellent at reducing
pollutants before they run into the Bay and endanger plants, animals, humans, and the healthy
functioning of our ecosystem. GSI can also help address the impacts of climate change—
managing flooding in the face of intensifying storms, reducing the heat island effect, and
making streets more walkable and bikeable. San José’s Green Stormwater Infrastructure Plan
developed in 2019 has identified 2,529 street segments that are high priority for green
stormwater infrastructure. That represents dozens of miles of roadway that could be managing
pollutants and stormwater, greening neighborhoods, and reducing ambient temperatures. San
José’s Community Forest Master Plan identifies the multiple benefits of ensuring tree plantings
are also designed to manage stormwater, and recommends that “Green Stormwater
Infrastructure projects include the planting of one or more shade tree(s) that will contribute to
stormwater reduction and avoided runoff.”

As we’ve seen this month, flooding is so much more than an inconvenience. It’s destructive to
homes, cars, businesses, and infrastructure, costing millions of dollars in damages, and leads to
injury and loss of life. Property destruction and mold will persist for months. Those with the



fewest resources will be least able to recover, and possibly pushed into even more vulnerable
positions.

Aligning MRP compliance with climate resilience is strategic—and not optional. As the staff
report notes, accomplishing this will require additional resources. We look forward to working
with you to acquire those needed resources, and ensure we are building a more resilient San
José.

Thank you for your consideration,

David Lewis,
Executive Director, Save The Bay





