
Submit Date: May 20, 2022

First Name Last Name

Email Address

Street Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

Employer Job Title

CITY OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

Boards and Commissions Application

Profile

Please note, applications are continuously accepted to the City of San Jose Boards and
Commissions. The Board or Commission you select may or may not indicate there is a vacancy.
Your application will remain on file for one year from the date of submission. During the year, your
application may be considered for unanticipated vacancies.

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Arts Commission: Submitted

Are you a resident of San Jose?

 Yes  No

Length of Residency

 6 or more years 

What district do you live in? To verify, please click here: https://eservices.sccgov.org/rov/?
tab=dt *

 District 10 

Current Employer Address

Current Employer of Spouse

N/A

Shelby Taketa

San Jose CA 95120

TokuOra Marketing Director

Shelby Taketa



Address of Current Employer of Spouse

Spouse's Job Title

N/A

If you or your spouse is retired and receiving a pension, please state source of pension.

Question applies to multiple boards

Interests & Experiences

High School, College, Professional, Vocational, or Other Schools Attended. Please include
Major or Field of Study, Dates Attended, Degree and Date of Degree.

* Columbia University Executive Education Program DIGITAL MARKETING: CUSTOMER
ENGAGEMENT, SOCIAL MEDIA, PLANNING & ANALYTICS / SEPT 2020 * California Polytechnic
University BACHELOR OF SCIENCE – BUSINESS: MARKETING CONCENTRATION / MAY 1996 •
Women’s NCAA Basketball Athletic Scholarship Recipient • Member of Kappa Alpha Theta * West Valley
College: Clothing and Textiles Courses 1997-1998

Shelby Taketa



List any position or office held in any governmental agency, civic, or charitable organization
including the dates

* Awaken Society (https://www.theawakensociety.com) Advisory Board Member - AWAKEN SOCIETY is
an inclusive community of women with diverse backgrounds and interests committed to self-growth and
generating a wave of positive impact in their communities. Awaken Society is a pathway to heightening a
woman’s success in all areas of her life. * ArtSpan (https://www.artspan.org/home): CO-HOST
COMMITTEE MEMBER 2018 + continued avid Supporter * Mama Hope (https://www.mamahope.org):
Community Member + Volunteer * Disco Space Shuttle: Current Burning Man Camp. Attendee of Burning
Man since 1999 (14x). Music + Technology party fundraiser at historic hanger. Highlighting local Treasure
Island artists (KQED article + time lapsed video) * San Jose Zebra Organization
(https://www.sjzebra.org/home) : The San Jose Zebras Youth Foundation provides boys and girls of Asian
and Pacific Islander heritage the opportunity to compete in tournament level youth basketball leagues
across California. I am one of the first all Japanese basketball players from San Jose to go on to play D1
basketball. Family is a contributor to a scholarship in the name of my father, Glenn Taketa (former
Coach).

Languages Spoken

English

Special Awards or Recognitions Received

* The Battery San Francisco Scholarship Recipient in recognition of my relationship to the Arts
Community.

Please state why you want to become a member of this Board or Commission including
specific objectives which you would work toward as a member.

I want to become a member of this Commission to positively help develop cultural assets in my
community. I am extremely fortunate to have had the education, experiences and support that could help
balance artistic decisions with financial decisions preserving the integrity of both. Simply, it is my belief
that art saves lives.

Please state any other information which you feel would be useful in reviewing your
application

Personal Website: https://www.shelbytaketa.com LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/shelbytaketa/

Do you own property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, please list the addresses here.

Do you rent property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, is it a month-to-month lease?

 Yes  No

Shelby Taketa



State and local law require that you abstain from participation in decisions that may affect
your financial interests, including sources of income, interest in real property, personal
finances or investments. In addition, if appointed, you may be required to fill out a
disclosure statement which indentifies certain of your financial interest beginning with the
immediate twelve-month period prior to your appointment. Please review the scopr of your
board/commission in Municipal Code Chapter 2.08. Based on your best judgment, does this
Board or Commission make decisions that may affect sources of income, interests in real
property, personal finances or investments of you or your spouse?

 Yes  No

If yes, please explain. Please identify any organizations, associations, corporations, or
entities by which you are employed or associated that might be affected by decisions of this
Board or Commission, and the positions you hold in these entities.

Question applies to multiple boards

If appointed, you will be required to fill out a disclosure statement, which identifies certain of
your financial interests beginning with the immediate twelve-month period prior to your
appointment and annually on or before April 1 of each year thereafter. Please confirm that
you have read Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) Form 700 Reference Pamphlet
and agree to file required FPPC Form 700 Statements of Economic Interest, as required by
current City Council Conflict of Interest resolution.

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards

Have you ever been required to file a Statement of Economic Interest (Form 700) and failed
to do so?

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards

If yes, please explain in complete detail.

Question applies to multiple boards

Please confirm that you have reviewed and agree to comply with the San Jose Municipal
Code Chapter 12.08 (Prohibition of Gifts), City of San Jose Ethics Policy (City Policy Manual
1.2.1), and City of San Jose Gift Policy (City Policy Manual 1.2.2).

 Yes  No

Reference 1 Name

Amy Vaninetti

Shelby Taketa



Reference 1 Address

Reference 1 Email address

Reference 1 Phone

Reference 2 Name

Gunita Nagpaul

Reference 2 Address

Reference 2 Email address

Reference 2 Phone

Supplemental Questions

If applicable, have you ever attended a meeting of the Commission(s) to which you are
applying?

 Yes  No

Would you be available to attend meetings at the scheduled time?

 Yes  No

Please describe your experience in serving on a Commission or Board.

I have served on the Awaken Society Board as an Advisor on re-branding of B to B and B to C for revenue
growth.

Shelby Taketa



Considering your experience and activities in business, labor, School, professional, social,
Commissions, Boards, or other organizations, indicate the experience, training, knowledge
and/or skills which qualify you for appointment to the selected commission(s).

* Inherit deep interest in and appreciation of artistic and cultural matters. * Ability to foster, facilitate,
establish, and maintain programs and projects on world level. * Work Experience includes Integrated
Marketing Consultant, CEO Stylist, Creative Director, Product/Project Manager to Acting. * Social
activities, work, and interests involve international travel including lead PM for Chip Conley’s Fest300
(Curating the World’s Best Festivals - sold to Evergreen) to organizing trip to Basecamp Mt. Everest
Tibet.

What is your understanding of the purpose of the Commission?

My understanding of the purpose of the Commission is to advise the city council on all matters pertaining
to The Arts.

Please list three issues facing the City that you feel the Commission should address.

1. Sustainable funding for the Arts ecosystem. 2. A percent for public art in private development. 3.
Rebuilding the Office of Cultural Affairs staff to pre-2008 levels, when it lost all General Fund support due
to the Great Recession.

Question applies to Arts Commission

Describe recent San José arts activities you have participated in during the last twelve
months (up to five activities) and what drew you to attend?

Unfortunately due to Covid and living with my senior mother, I had to keep my San Jose Arts activities
very limited during the last twelve months. However, I did have the opportunity to attend the CityDance at
SJ Museum of Art and art opening, REO Speedwagon at SJ Civic Auditorium, DJ (Music) Support at The
Continental, First Friday, and run in Pat’s Run (Pat Tillman was a close family friend). Past activities
include: SV Creates Awards/Content Mag Parties, The Backyard Project Ribbon Cutting, and San Jose
Obon Festival.

Question applies to Arts Commission

Describe the ways in which you believe the arts bring value to the general community.

The Arts brings people together, reflecting community values, creating innovation, and promoting
interaction and understanding. It can transcend cultural barriers to help the humanities and the humanities
lead to appreciation of various cultures.

Question applies to Arts Commission

Should the City of San José have an active role in arts and cultural development? If so, in
what ways and why?

The City of San Jose should absolutely have an active role in the arts and cultural development. The
financial support and active promotion would build economic sustainability and bring much needed
revenue while revitalizing communities and social cohesion. Creative expression is a key tool to cultivate a
better San Jose.

Shelby Taketa



(Optional) Please upload a resume.

Question applies to Arts Commission

How can you contribute to advising City Council on policy and programs related to cultural
development in San José?

My childhood background, work history, and world travels brings a deep sense of cross-cultural
understanding and extreme interest in advising and supporting policy and programs. I am a fourth
generation Bay Area Japanese-American woman with deep roots in San Jose which include my
grandfather being considered the “Mayor of Japantown.” My father attended San Jose High School
representing his school at CA Boy’s Town. As a child I remember going to the Big Bone game on
Thanksgiving against Lincoln High School. My mother is a retired teacher but still actively involved on
many on boards. I grew up in Almaden Valley at a time when neighborhoods had many cultures due to
the creation of Silicon Valley. I’ve always participated in civic groups such as being President of Key Club
at Leland High School to being the student representative at Bret Harte Middle school regarding
Desegregation.

Anything else you would like us to know?

I’ve always supported The Arts by executive producing bands, curating art shows, supporting the local art
scene while working in tech. I feel my diverse work background and personal interest would greatly
benefit the Commission. My hometown is San Jose. I’ve been back for several years now from San
Francisco and quite frankly, I’m tired of trying to defend it to the San Francisco community or to any other.
I want to be active in San Jose’s Renaissance! Additional references: Rami Soudah -

 Davin Miyoshi -  Lucy Sisman -

Retirement Board Questions Only

Shelby Taketa



Verification

By checking the box below, you agree with the following statement.

I agree that all of the information contained in my responses to the questions on this
application are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I further agree that, by
checking the box below and submitting this application, online or otherwise, I am affixing
my digital signature to this form as of the date submitted.

 I Agree *

Shelby Taketa



Submit Date: Jun 06, 2022

First Name Last Name

Email Address

Street Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

Employer Job Title

CITY OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

Boards and Commissions Application

Profile

Please note, applications are continuously accepted to the City of San Jose Boards and
Commissions. The Board or Commission you select may or may not indicate there is a vacancy.
Your application will remain on file for one year from the date of submission. During the year, your
application may be considered for unanticipated vacancies.

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Library and Education Commission: Submitted

Are you a resident of San Jose?

 Yes  No

Length of Residency

 6 or more years 

What district do you live in? To verify, please click here: https://eservices.sccgov.org/rov/?
tab=dt *

 District 4 

Current Employer Address

Current Employer of Spouse

N/A

Deniz Westphal

San Jose CA 95132

Aruba Networks.- A Hewlett
Packard company

Customer Advocacy and
References Manager

Deniz Westphal



Address of Current Employer of Spouse

Spouse's Job Title

N/A

If you or your spouse is retired and receiving a pension, please state source of pension.

N/A

Question applies to multiple boards

Interests & Experiences

High School, College, Professional, Vocational, or Other Schools Attended. Please include
Major or Field of Study, Dates Attended, Degree and Date of Degree.

Carnegie Mellon UniversityCarnegie Mellon University Master of Science, Learning Sciences 2004 - 2006
Activities and societies: Carnegie Mellon Bay Area Alumni Events Chair UC Santa Barbara Bachelor of
ArtsBachelor of Arts 1991 - 1994 Activities and societies: Student Alumni Association (member and Vice
President), Homecoming Committee Burlingame High School 1985 - 1989

Deniz Westphal



List any position or office held in any governmental agency, civic, or charitable organization
including the dates

NOBLE ELEMENTARY: - Spring Carnival - Auction Chair Jan 2020 - June 2021 - Fall Festival ChairFall
Festival Chair Aug 2019 - Nov 2019 - Yearbook Chair Aug 2018 - May 2019 - School/Scripps Spelling
Bee Chair Sep 2017 - May 2019 - Spring Carnival - Auction Chair Feb 2019 - Apr 2019 · - Executive
Committee Member - Parent Participation Program Secretary - Executive Committee Member Jul 2017 -
Jun 2019 -Executive Committee Member - Financial Secretary (Noble PTA) Jul 2017 - Jun 2019 · -
Executive Committee Member - Parliamentarian (Noble PTA) Aug 2016 - Jul 2017 Nomination Chair-
Northern California Association Mothers of Twins Group Jul 2015 - Jul 2016 Nomination Committee
Northern California Association Mothers of Twins Group (NCAMOTC) Jun 2014 - Jun 2015 · Board
Member - Northern California Association of Mothers of Twins Club (NCAMOTC) Representative - Gemini
Crickets (Parents of Multiples of Silicon Valley)Gemini Crickets (Parents of Multiples of Silicon Valley) Jul
2013 - Jul 2015

Languages Spoken

English, Turkish, Tatar, can get by with French

Special Awards or Recognitions Received

Contributor: Software Engineering for the 21st Century: A basis for rethinking the curriculum Mary Shaw
(editor) February 2005 Institute for Software Research International School of Computer Science
Carnegie Mellon University · Feb 1, 2005

Please state why you want to become a member of this Board or Commission including
specific objectives which you would work toward as a member.

As a mother of 11 year old twins, and as a volunteer in both of their classrooms, I was able to see
firsthand what an impact reading had not only on academic achievement, but for student confidence, as
well. Our libraries are a wonderful resource for our children and community, and.I would work to like to
see more structured programs to encourage and engage younger readers, as well as English learners.
Additionally, I have experienced first hand how our local libraries have become more of a daycare rather
than a valuable resource for learning and studying. I don't have the answers or parameters of what could
to be done about this, but my goal is learn as much as I can to bring the libraries into a place of peaceful,
cooperative learning and resources.

Please state any other information which you feel would be useful in reviewing your
application

I have a Masters in Learning Sciences, so I have an understanding of how minds develop with respect to
learning, and how important "learning by doing" is to master skills rather than passively reading in a book.I
would love to see more tutoring programs, especially in traditionally under-represented areas. I am also a
mother of two 11 year olds and have first hand experience with the libraries' areas of excellence, as well
as ideas on how to improve. I am a fair team player, I like to collaborate, and learn about different points
of view. I am inclusive and a natural leader.

Do you own property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, please list the addresses here.

Deniz Westphal



Do you rent property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, is it a month-to-month lease?

 Yes  No

State and local law require that you abstain from participation in decisions that may affect
your financial interests, including sources of income, interest in real property, personal
finances or investments. In addition, if appointed, you may be required to fill out a
disclosure statement which indentifies certain of your financial interest beginning with the
immediate twelve-month period prior to your appointment. Please review the scopr of your
board/commission in Municipal Code Chapter 2.08. Based on your best judgment, does this
Board or Commission make decisions that may affect sources of income, interests in real
property, personal finances or investments of you or your spouse?

 Yes  No

If yes, please explain. Please identify any organizations, associations, corporations, or
entities by which you are employed or associated that might be affected by decisions of this
Board or Commission, and the positions you hold in these entities.

Reference 1 Name

Helen Franklin

Reference 1 Address

Reference 1 Email address

Reference 1 Phone

Reference 2 Name

Anzonette Pittet

Deniz Westphal



Reference 2 Address

Reference 2 Email address

Reference 2 Phone

Supplemental Questions

If applicable, have you ever attended a meeting of the Commission(s) to which you are
applying?

 Yes  No

Would you be available to attend meetings at the scheduled time?

 Yes  No

Please describe your experience in serving on a Commission or Board.

I have not held positions on a government commission or board, however I have held positions on the
Noble Elementary Parent participation Executive Board, as well as the Noble Elementary Executive PTA.

Considering your experience and activities in business, labor, School, professional, social,
Commissions, Boards, or other organizations, indicate the experience, training, knowledge
and/or skills which qualify you for appointment to the selected commission(s).

I am a parent, a life-long learner, and someone who wants to make change for the better. The confluence
of my education, experience as a parent and member of school boards, married with my passion to get
involved for all children - at the ground. up - make me a qualified applicant for this position. As a product
manager and product marketing manager, I learned the best decisions are those based on data, so there
is no ambiguity , but in the absence of data, a supportive, collaborative and "can do" team makes all the
difference.

Deniz Westphal



What is your understanding of the purpose of the Commission?

The Library and Education Commission makes recommendations to the City Council based on studies,
reviews, and evaluations to advocate and promote library services. The Commission works as a catalyst
between the public and their needs, along with City Council and the library employees who are
responsible for implementing the tactics of the agreed upon programs. The Commission is also
responsible for making informed recommendations about the operational and capital expenditures across
locations and programs. regarding existing or proposed library facilities, programs, operations, services
and financing. The commission advocates improved library service, and as a forum for public discussion
of library needs, the commission facilitates communication between the public, the City Council and
library staff.

Please list three issues facing the City that you feel the Commission should address.

Question applies to Library and Education Commission

Do you have a background in early care and education issues?

 Yes  No

Question applies to Library and Education Commission

What involvement have you had in library and/or early education issues?

I was a pre-school teacher years and years ago, but I have worked with children as young as 2 months
from the time I was 9 years old. I have 2 children of my own, and have become well-versed in childhood
learning, challenges and programs that can be effective to promote engagement, confidence and
success. Last, I am very passionate about how children learn, and based on my Learning Sciences
Masters, I have studied the best ways to children to learn, as well as hiccups along the way
(developmental and emotional).

Question applies to Library and Education Commission

Would you be willing to attend local special events/meetings as a representative of the
Library and Early Education Commission?

Yes, of course.

Deniz Westphal



(Optional) Please upload a resume.

Anything else you would like us to know?

I would like to be on the Committee because I want to make a difference - not just for my own children,
but or all constituents in the district. I have always been a "do-er", and challenge my own children to solve
problems, not complain about them. In taking my own advice, this is a great way to get involved and see
what the future holds as far as additional roles I may want to take in the future.

Retirement Board Questions Only

Verification

By checking the box below, you agree with the following statement.

I agree that all of the information contained in my responses to the questions on this
application are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I further agree that, by
checking the box below and submitting this application, online or otherwise, I am affixing
my digital signature to this form as of the date submitted.

 I Agree *

Deniz Westphal



Submit Date: Jun 11, 2022

First Name Last Name

Email Address

Street Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

Employer Job Title

CITY OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

Boards and Commissions Application

Profile

Please note, applications are continuously accepted to the City of San Jose Boards and
Commissions. The Board or Commission you select may or may not indicate there is a vacancy.
Your application will remain on file for one year from the date of submission. During the year, your
application may be considered for unanticipated vacancies.

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Youth Commission: Submitted

Are you a resident of San Jose?

 Yes  No

Length of Residency

 6 or more years 

What district do you live in? To verify, please click here: https://eservices.sccgov.org/rov/?
tab=dt *

 District 4 

Current Employer Address

Current Employer of Spouse

n/a

Nuha Khan

San Jose CA 95131

n/a n/a

Nuha Khan



Address of Current Employer of Spouse

Spouse's Job Title

n/a

If you or your spouse is retired and receiving a pension, please state source of pension.

n/a

Question applies to Youth Commission

Birthdate

Question applies to multiple boards

Interests & Experiences

High School, College, Professional, Vocational, or Other Schools Attended. Please include
Major or Field of Study, Dates Attended, Degree and Date of Degree.

Independence High School

Nuha Khan



List any position or office held in any governmental agency, civic, or charitable organization
including the dates

Santa Clara County Youth Advocacy Co-Lead (2021-2022), San Jose RISE Head Chair (2019-2022),
South Bay Islamic Association Youth Chair (2020- Current)

Languages Spoken

Hindi, Urdu, Arabic

Special Awards or Recognitions Received

YAC Inclusivity Award, California Golden Public Speakers Award, Harvard Debate Finalist

Please state why you want to become a member of this Board or Commission including
specific objectives which you would work toward as a member.

I want to be a member of this commission due to passionate ideas I have for amending culture and social
style in San Jose for the better of all it's residents. As I member, I can bring my dedication, passion, and
hardworking ethics to the table and provide a perspective that is very different from many students due to
my diverse background. One of many objectives I have is to fix the homeless population in San Jose
which has sky rocketed after our deadly pandemic. Another issue as a member/commissioner I would like
to fix is the religious inequality in our city, racial discrimination can be very different than religious
discrimination because religious discrimination comes from denying and abusing someone's beliefs.
Lastly, I would like to provide a much more improved and coordinated AIM for the Youth Commission this
year where we have a much more diverse and organized group of speakers and audience for our youth.

Please state any other information which you feel would be useful in reviewing your
application

I believe that I have some very important skills such as public speaking, argumentation, leadership,
teamwork, and policy drafting that can be usefully applied to the Youth Commission. I have 8 years of
Speech and Debate practice which has taught me much about advocating for myself and others. I worked
with the Santa Clara County and the State Department to draft bills and propositions for election ballots
and proposals to present the governor.

Do you own property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, please list the addresses here.

Do you rent property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, is it a month-to-month lease?

 Yes  No

Nuha Khan



State and local law require that you abstain from participation in decisions that may affect
your financial interests, including sources of income, interest in real property, personal
finances or investments. In addition, if appointed, you may be required to fill out a
disclosure statement which indentifies certain of your financial interest beginning with the
immediate twelve-month period prior to your appointment. Please review the scopr of your
board/commission in Municipal Code Chapter 2.08. Based on your best judgment, does this
Board or Commission make decisions that may affect sources of income, interests in real
property, personal finances or investments of you or your spouse?

 Yes  No

If yes, please explain. Please identify any organizations, associations, corporations, or
entities by which you are employed or associated that might be affected by decisions of this
Board or Commission, and the positions you hold in these entities.

n/a

Question applies to Youth Commission

• Please state your current responsibilities in other organizations and groups, as well as the
time commitment associated with those responsibilities (including family responsibilities).

4 AP Classes, Speech and Debate, Muslim Student Association, South Asian Student Association, Fem
Club, Honorary Eagles, School Site Council

Reference 1 Name

n/a

Reference 1 Address

Reference 1 Email address

n/a

Reference 1 Phone

Reference 2 Name

n/a

Reference 2 Address

Nuha Khan



Reference 2 Email address

n/a

Reference 2 Phone

Supplemental Questions

Question applies to Youth Commission

Please list your community involvement, including jobs and volunteer work.

Santa Clara County Youth Advocacy Co-Lead (2021-2022), San Jose RISE Head Chair (2019-2022),
South Bay Islamic Association Youth Chair (2020- Current), SJPL Volunteer (2017-2019)

Question applies to Youth Commission

In one paragraph, please explain your community interests.

Majority of my community interested stem from social equality and justice such as the end of poverty,
racial/religious discrimination, and financial struggle. The reason I am passionate about ending poverty in
San Jose is because poverty affects the culture and society our city stands on, when there is more
poverty, the more un-inclusive and segregated our city looks but most of all, it affects the residents in
some of the worst ways with no access to clean water, clean clothes, and shelter, many of these people
are subjected to pain with no medical relief. A reason why I am passionate about ending racial/religious
discrimination is because as a South Asian Muslim woman myself, I have experienced both forms of
discrimination and I want to raise awareness so that this can be prevented from happening to someone
else. Lastly, many people in San Jose struggle financially to keep up with the extremes cost of living in
the Bay Area, I want to provide events, opportunities and programs for financially struggling residents to
receive aid.

Question applies to Youth Commission

What do you feel are some of the problems facing the youth of San Jose?

I believe that a huge issue the youth are facing are adjusting to life back in person from distance learning.
Many students became comfortable and adapted to the online distance learning style and going back in
person has taken a huge toll on their mental health. Alongside the students who are struggling
academically to adjust back to the in-person learning style. Many students face social anxiety and
depression from losing loved ones due to Covid. Another issue that has stung for youth of San Jose is the
stereotype against Asians revolving around covid which has resulted in extreme hate crimes and
discriminatory actions. Lastly, there has been a new and recent awareness in school revolving around
sexual harassment on campuses. Students face sexual harassment and assult with a lack of sexual
education in schools.

Question applies to Youth Commission

What do you feel the priorities of the Youth Commission should be?

I believe that the main priority of the Youth Commission this year should be tackling the aftermath of the
Covid-19 pandemic, with all the financial struggles, poverty, and racial stigmas that have been created
after the pandemic, alongside the impact of mental health it has had on the youth of San Jose. The youth
commission should do their best to legally or eventfully raise awareness on these issues and do their best
to fix it for our city.

Nuha Khan



If applicable, have you ever attended a meeting of the Commission(s) to which you are
applying?

 Yes  No

Would you be available to attend meetings at the scheduled time?

 Yes  No

Please describe your experience in serving on a Commission or Board.

As a member of the District 4 Youth Advisory Commission, my experience was very educational and
memorable. I was able to meet such intellectual individuals with such progressive mindsets that are
advocates for change such as myself and that was refreshing. I was able to learn so much by conversing
with people from different backgrounds and I learned more about how law is facilitated on a city level.
Most of all, I was so happy to advocate for the issues I am passionate about and have the ablity to initiate
change.

Considering your experience and activities in business, labor, School, professional, social,
Commissions, Boards, or other organizations, indicate the experience, training, knowledge
and/or skills which qualify you for appointment to the selected commission(s).

I believe that I have some very important skills such as public speaking, argumentation, leadership,
teamwork, and policy drafting that can be usefully applied to the Youth Commission. I have 8 years of
Speech and Debate practice which has taught me much about advocating for myself and others. I worked
with the Santa Clara County and the State Department to draft bills and propositions for election ballots
and proposals to present the governor.

What is your understanding of the purpose of the Commission?

The purpose of the commission is to provide representation and voice to the youth of San Jose so that
their issues are also looked at and solved. The commission advocates and writes policy for the city about
the issues they would like to see changed/solved in our community.

Please list three issues facing the City that you feel the Commission should address.

Poverty, Racial/Religious discrimination, and financial struggles

Nuha Khan



(Optional) Please upload a resume.

Question applies to Youth Commission

If applicable, have you ever participated in your local District Specific Youth Advisory
Council?

 Yes\, 

Question applies to Youth Commission

If you answered Yes to the previous question, what are some projects you worked on in your
Youth Advisory Council?

I briefly worked on the homeless food drive and AIM event hosted by D4YAC.

Question applies to Youth Commission

If applicable, have you ever participated in the Youth Commission's Special Events such as
the Annual Budget Summit?

 No 

Question applies to Youth Commission

If you are not selected for your district's Commission seat, would you be interested in the
Citywide Commissioner role?

 Yes 

Anything else you would like us to know?

I was a D4YAC member this year and the experience motivated me to apply for the position of
Commissioner and I was even more motivated after receiving an award for one the core values;
inclusivity. I believe that alongside my passion, experience, and dedication and I also provide a new
perspective due to my unique background.

Retirement Board Questions Only

Verification

Nuha Khan



By checking the box below, you agree with the following statement.

I agree that all of the information contained in my responses to the questions on this
application are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I further agree that, by
checking the box below and submitting this application, online or otherwise, I am affixing
my digital signature to this form as of the date submitted.

 I Agree *

Nuha Khan
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