
 
 

 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL  

STUDY SESSION AGENDA 
 

Building a Shared Understanding of Equity Work  

in the Context of City Government 

 

Study Session 1 

December 13, 2019 

1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
 

 

• Purpose: To build a shared understanding of what equity work means in the context of 

local government, why it is important, and how to embed a framework that 

reduces inequities. 
 

• Outcome: A shared understanding will allow us to lay the groundwork for a thoughtful, 

intentional, multi-year process of systems change that will improve 

outcomes for all. 
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Welcome to the San José City Council meeting!   

 

The San José City Council meets every Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. and Tuesday at 6 p.m. as 

needed, unless otherwise noted.  If you have any questions, please direct them to the City 

Clerk’s staff seated at the tables just below the dais.  Thank you for taking the time to 

attend today’s meeting.  We look forward to seeing you at future meetings. 
 

Agendas, Staff Reports and some associated documents for City Council items may be 

viewed on the Internet at http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=5322.  Council 

Meetings are televised live and rebroadcast on Channel 26.  
 

All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from 

disclosure pursuant to the California Public Records Act, that are distributed to a majority 

of the legislative body will be available for public inspection at the Office of the City Clerk at 

San José City Hall, 200 E. Santa Clara Street, Tower 14th Floor, San José, CA 95113 at the 

same time that the public records are distributed or made available to the legislative body.  

Any draft contracts, ordinances and resolutions posted on the Internet site or distributed in 

advance of the Council meeting may not be the final documents approved by the City 

Council.  Contact the Office of the City Clerk at (408) 535-1260 or City.Clerk@sanjoseca.gov 

for the final document. 
 

To request an accommodation or alternative format under the Americans with Disabilities 

Act for City-sponsored meetings, events or printed materials, please call (408) 535-1260 or 

(408) 294-9337 as soon as possible, but at least three business days before the meeting.  
 

• Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION 
 

1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers 
 

File No.: 19-1241 
 

1. Introduction 

 Introductory Grounding in San Jose’s History (Stephen Pitti) 
 

2. Equity: Why it Matters? Why Race? 

• The Role of Government (Julie Nelson) 

• The Role of Elected Officials (Leon Andrews) 

 

3. Shared Language: Terminology and Definitions 

• Racial inequity and racial equity 

• Explicit and implicit bias 

• Individual, institutional and structural racism 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=5322
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=5322
file:///C:/Users/peter.hamilton/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CRYUW5FX/City.Clerk@sanjoseca.gov
file:///C:/Users/peter.hamilton/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CRYUW5FX/City.Clerk@sanjoseca.gov
http://sanjose.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6451
http://sanjose.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6451
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4. Governments Role and Responsibility 

• Local government commitments and examples from Government Alliance on 

Race and Equity, and Race, Equity and Leadership 

• Preview of other city government efforts 
 

5. Next Steps 
 

• Public Comment 

 

• Adjourn 


