












 

November 23, 2021 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mayor and City Council, 

 

 

As a long-time San Jose resident and proud gay man (attending my first San Jose Pride 

event in 1994), I have been an advocate for equal rights for everyone and the freedom to 

live anywhere in San Jose.  I have the expectation that I will have a voice and be fairly 

represented no matter where I live; including any district.   

 

Equality California Institute, with Los Angeles headquarters and none in San Jose, does 

not speak for me.  I cannot condone reverting back to segregation in any form including 

oddly “packing” people into a certain district to be heard.   It can be a difficult step to 

move from a community formed by the fight for equal rights to a larger community for the 

benefit of ALL. We should embrace the progress made and build on it in a positive way.  

The efforts of the LGBTQ+ movement must be one of inclusion not separation.   

 

The final map should be based on the redistricting guidelines.  The Community Map (and 

also the Commission Map) takes the current district map and makes changes based on 

population and community input while keeping neighborhoods and established 

communities together.  The Unity Map doesn’t achieve this balance for every area, at best 

stretches the redistricting principles and is actually divisive. I challenge the council to 

remove this controversial map from consideration.   

 

Please support the Community Map and FAIRNESS for ALL.  I am happy to be an equal 

part of my already diverse/embracing neighborhood and of the larger community 

throughout San Jose.  

 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Tod Williams 

 









November 24, 2021

The Honorable Mayor Sam Liccardo and City Council
City of San José
200 East Santa Clara Street
San José, CA  95113

RE: City of San José Council District Redistricting - Council Agenda Item 3.3

Dear Mayor Liccardo and City Councilmembers,

On behalf of the San Jose Downtown Association, we are submitting this letter to share our
support and request for Council to adopt the Community Map for city redistricting boundaries.

Over the last several weeks, we have heard from downtown residents, business and property
owners, and community leaders that there is a strong desire to keep downtown neighborhoods
cohesive and within one council district. Moreover, we have heard public comment at several
Redistricting Commission meetings that council districts adjacent to downtown commented
similar sentiment, all of which the Community Map captures best.

At the November 17 Redistricting Commission meeting, the Commissioner map was
unanimously voted to move to council; Community Map 5.0 was recommended by a 9-2 vote;
the Unity map was narrowly forwarded by a 6-5 vote.

We thank the Redistricting Commission and Redistricting Partners for dedicating several long
nights to this very important topic which will help form the future growth of San Jose. As
discussed by the commission, we must keep our city’s neighborhoods and business districts
intact and the Community Map accomplishes this goal.

Thank you for your consideration and leadership during these turbulent times.

Sincerely,

Scott Knies
Executive Director



CC:
Katia McClain, SJDA President
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November 29, 2021 
 
San José City Council    
San José City Hall    
200 E. Santa Clara St.    
San José, CA 95113    
Sent via electronic mail  
   
Re: City of San José Redistricting – Item 3.3 
  
Dear Mayor Liccardo and Members of the City Council:  
  
This letter was prepared by the Silicon Valley Council of Nonprofits, in consultation with 
the Race Equity Action Leadership (REAL) coalition. The REAL community of nonprofit 
leaders and allies has been meeting since June 2020 to use our positional power to 
advocate for a more racially-just and equitable society; to establish a peer network of 
leaders committed to fighting white supremacy and systemic racism in ourselves and 
our institutions; and to hold each other accountable to the promises we made in 
the Nonprofit Racial Equity Pledge. The REAL coalition is broadly representative of the 
nonprofit community including human and community services, mental health and 
health, arts and culture, domestic violence, services for older adults, food distribution, 
education, environmental, farming, legal, disability rights, LGTBQ rights, ethnic, 
immigrant rights, housing and homelessness, criminal justice reform, urban planning, 
intermediary organizations, and others. Over 120 organizations have participated in the 
REAL coalition. 
 
As a coalition of nonprofits and allies working towards racial justice, we support drawing 
San José’s electoral district boundaries in a manner that does not suppress the votes of 
Black, Latinx, Asian, and Indigenous residents. The “Unity Map,” created by a local 
coalition, is currently the only map that does not suppress the unified voices of people 
of color, who have been historically underrepresented.  
  
We urge you to forward to the City Council only electoral district maps that protect the 
unified voices of San José’s communities of color.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Members of the REAL Coalition as follows:
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Lavere Foster 
African American Community Service 
Agency (AACSA) 
 
Richard G Konda 
Asian Law Alliance 
 
Carmen Brammer 
Black Leadership Kitchen Cabinet 
 
Ashley Raggio 
Building Back Better - Joint Venture 
 
Gregory Kepferle 
Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County 
 
Pete Settelmayer 
Downtown College Prep 
 
Shawn Gerth 
Educare California at Silicon Valley 
 
Susie Rivera 
Fresh Lifelines for Youth (FLY) 
 
Quyen Vuong 
International Children Assistance 
Network (ICAN) 
 
Susan Frazer 
Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley 
 
Darcie Green 
Latinas Contra Cancer 
 
Mayra Pelagio 
Latinos United for a New America 
(LUNA) 
 
 

Alison Brunner 
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley 
 
 
Gisela Bushey 
Loaves and Fishes Family Kitchen 
 
David Mineta 
Momentum for Health 
 
Rhonda Berry  
Our City Forest 
 
Rev. Ray Montgomery 
People Acting in Community Together 
(PACT) 
 
Heather Cleary 
Peninsula Family Service 
 
Olivia White Lopez 
Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) 
 
Nathan Svoboda 
Project MORE 
 
Kathy Cordova 
Recovery Café San Jose 
 
Poncho Guevara  
Sacred Heart Community Service  
Co-facilitator, REAL Coalition 
 
Shiloh Ballard 
Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition 
 
Kyra Kazantzis  
Silicon Valley Council of Nonprofits  
Co-facilitator, REAL Coalition 
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Victor Vasquez 
SOMOS Mayfair 
 
Yvonne Maxwell 
Ujima Adult and Family Services 
 
Andre’ Chapman 
Unity Care 
 
Eva Terrazas 
Uplift Family Services 
 
Philip Nguyen 
Vietnamese American Roundtable (VAR) 
 
Shelene Huey-Booker 
Youth Utilizing Power and Praise 
Organization 
 
Jennifer Masuda 
Yu-Ai Kai 
 




