
Submit Date: Nov 14, 2024

First Name Last Name

Email Address

Street Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

CITY OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
Boards and Commissions Application

Profile

Please note, applications are continuously accepted to the City of San Jose Boards and
Commissions. The Board or Commission you select may or may not indicate there is a
vacancy. Your application will remain on file for one year from the date of submission.
During the year, your application may be considered for unanticipated vacancies.

Additionally, applicants to the following commissions will be required to fill out a Form
700 (California State required Statement of Economic Interest) within 30 days of
appointment.

Airport Commission
Appeals Hearing Board
Arena Authority
Arts Commission
Civil Service Commission
Deferred Compensation Advisory Committee (DCAC)
Downtown Parking Board
Board of Fair Campaign and Political Practices (formerly Ethics Commission)
Federated and Police & Fire Retirement Boards
Historic Landmarks Commission
Housing & Community Development Commission
Work2future (SVWIB) Board
Planning Commission*

Are you a resident of San Jose?

 Yes  No

What district do you live in? To verify, please click here:
https://rovservices.sccgov.org/Home/IndexPost?
selected=dt&electionId=133&distance=5&navtab=vc&asm=simple *

 District 9 

Length of Residency

 6 or more years 

Genevieve Altwer

San Jose CA 95118

Mobile: 

Genevieve Altwer

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700.html


Employer Job Title

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Appeals Hearing Board: Submitted

Current Employer Address

Current Employer of Spouse

City of San Mateo

Address of Current Employer of Spouse

Spouse's Job Title

Police Officer

If you or your spouse is retired and receiving a pension, please state source
of pension.

Genevieve Altwer/Applicant : Retirement from CALPERS

 

  

Self
Marriage and Family
Therapist

Genevieve Altwer



Interests & Experiences

High School, College, Professional, Vocational, or Other Schools Attended.
Please include Major or Field of Study, Dates Attended, Degree and Date of
Degree.

Education: M.A in Clinical Counseling Psychology, Attended 2013-2017 (Graduated 2017)
John F Kennedy University, San Jose, CA M.A in Criminal Justice Studies, Attended 2001-2002
(Graduated 2002) John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York, NY B.S in Administration of
Justice, Attended 1998-2001 (Graduated 2001) San Jose State University, San Jose, CA High
School: Archbishop Mitty High School 1994-1998 South Bay Regional Training Consortium:
Police Academy Graduate , 2003

List any position or office held in any governmental agency, civic, or
charitable organization including the dates.

Police Officer, City of San Mateo 2003-2017

Languages Spoken

English

Special Awards or Recognitions Received

Police Heroism Award-- The Peninsula Lions Club/ March 2012

Please state why you want to become a member of this Board or Commission
including specific objectives which you would work toward as a member.

I am eager to join the San José Board of Appeals to contribute my unique perspective and
skills to support and enhance our community’s standards. My background as a former police
officer has given me a strong foundation in legal processes and a keen sense of the law’s
purpose, while my experience serving on other boards has taught me the value of
collaboration and thoughtful decision-making. I aim to work toward objectives that promote
public safety and neighborhood quality, listening to all viewpoints and making balanced
judgments that serve the community's best interests. In addition, my work as a therapist has
equipped me with strong communication skills and an empathetic approach, allowing me to
assess each situation fairly and compassionately. I am committed to the idea that
maintaining the integrity of our community prevents greater issues down the line, as
reflected in the “broken windows theory.” By joining this Board, I intend to address violations
that impact public safety and well-being with a balanced approach—recognizing when
residents may benefit from guidance and support rather than punitive measures.

Please state any other information which you feel would be useful in
reviewing your application

n/a

Do you own property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, please list the addresses here.

Genevieve Altwer



Do you rent property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, is it a month-to-month lease?

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards
Are you currently experiencing homelessness or have you experienced it in
the past?

 Yes  No

State and local law require that you abstain from participation in decisions
that may affect your financial interests, including sources of income, interest
in real property, personal finances or investments. In addition, if appointed,
you may be required to fill out a disclosure statement which identifies
certain financial interest beginning with the immediate twelve-month period
prior to your appointment. Please review the scope of your board/commission
in Municipal Code Chapter 2.08. Based on your best judgment, does this
Board or Commission make decisions that may affect sources of income,
interests in real property, personal finances or investments of you or your
spouse?

 Yes  No

If yes, please explain. Please identify any organizations, associations,
corporations, or entities by which you are employed or associated that might
be affected by decisions of this Board or Commission, and the positions you
hold in these entities.

no

Question applies to multiple boards
If appointed, you will be required to fill out a disclosure statement, which
identifies certain of your financial interests beginning with the immediate
twelve-month period prior to your appointment and annually on or before
April 1 of each year thereafter. Please confirm that you have read Fair
Political Practices Commission (FPPC) Form 700 Reference Pamphlet and
agree to file required FPPC Form 700 Statements of Economic Interest, as
required by current City Council Conflict of Interest resolution.

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards
Have you ever been required to file a Statement of Economic Interest (Form
700) and failed to do so?

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards
If yes, please explain in complete detail.

Genevieve Altwer



Question applies to multiple boards
Please confirm that you have reviewed and agree to comply with the San
Jose Municipal Code Chapter 12.08 (Prohibition of Gifts), City of San Jose
Ethics Policy (City Policy Manual 1.2.1), and City of San Jose Gift Policy (City
Policy Manual 1.2.2).

 Yes  No

Reference 1 Name

Maya Marcus

Reference 1 Address

Reference 1 Email address

Reference 1 Phone

Reference 2 Name

Craig Collum

Reference 2 Address

Reference 2 Email address

Reference 2 Phone

Supplemental Questions

Question applies to Appeals Hearing Board,Civil Service Commission
Are you an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of California? If you
are, please provide your California State Bar Association Number:

No

Genevieve Altwer



If applicable, have you ever attended or watched a meeting of the
Commission(s) to which you are applying?

 Yes  No

Would you be available to attend meetings at the scheduled time?

 Yes  No

Please describe your experience in serving on a Commission or Board.

From 2021 to 2023, I served on the Board of Directors for the California Association of
Marriage and Family Therapists. In this role, I advocated for our members by fostering
connections, organizing events, conducting member surveys for feedback, and building
community within our regional chapters. I was also responsible for member retention and
recruiting new members, which allowed me to develop skills in active listening, creativity in
developing new member benefits and resources, and effective teamwork. Additionally, I had
the opportunity to collaborate with lobbyists involved in drafting laws to support marriage
and family therapists across California, deepening my understanding of legislative advocacy.

Considering your experience and activities in business, labor, School,
professional, social, Commissions, Boards, or other organizations, indicate
the experience, training, knowledge and/or skills which qualify you for
appointment.

My background as a police officer has provided me with extensive experience in enforcing
laws that support community safety. I have served as a lead investigator on multiple cases,
working closely with the district attorney’s office and testifying in court proceedings and jury
trials. In this role, I became skilled at interpreting and applying the law. As a current business
owner and therapist, I understand the impact of mental health on individuals’ ability to
maintain their properties and meet community standards. I value the importance of safety
and support for local businesses, recognizing how vital it is for business owners to feel
backed by their local government. These experiences equip me with the knowledge and
skills to make fair, informed decisions on the Board. I also served on the Board of the
California Association of Marriage and Family Therapists (CAMFT) from 2021 to 2023. This
experience taught me how to represent the concerns of those seeking change, enhanced my
ability to listen to fellow board members, and approach issues from multiple perspectives. It
also strengthened my resolve to stand behind decisions that I believed would benefit the
community we served. Serving also provided valuable opportunities to work with lobbyists in
Sacramento, deepening my understanding of the importance of advocacy for a cause.

What is your understanding of the purpose of the Commission?

My lifelong connection to San Jose gives me a deep appreciation for preserving the city's
character and beauty, which are essential to its identity and public safety. I understand the
Commission’s role as ensuring adherence to city codes, addressing concerns in a fair and
thorough manner, and fostering community responsibility. By reviewing cases thoughtfully
and applying city regulations, we help maintain the well-being and integrity of our city.

Genevieve Altwer



Please list three issues facing the City that you feel the Council should
address.

1. Traffic Related Fatalities: City Council should focus on reducing traffic-related fatalities,
which have been rising, with 65 deaths in 2022, including 32 pedestrian fatalities—the
highest in a decade. City Council can partner with law enforcement to enhance road safety
by increasing patrols in high-risk areas, supporting speed enforcement, and improving
infrastructure like crosswalks and lighting. By collaborating with police and promoting safety
education, the city can work towards safer streets for all San José residents. 2. Mental Health
as it pertains to our Unhoused: Our City Council should prioritize mental health as a key
component in addressing the needs of our unhoused population. While providing housing is
essential, a more holistic approach that includes mental health support can serve as both an
intervention and a preventative measure. By offering accessible mental health resources and
early support, we can help individuals before they reach the crisis point of homelessness.
This approach not only addresses immediate needs but also builds a foundation for long-
term stability, reducing the likelihood of people becoming unhoused in the first place.
Through partnerships with mental health providers and community organizations, the City
Council can create sustainable solutions that support well-being and prevent the growth of
our unhoused population. 3.Increase Community Involvement: Our City Council should focus
on finding creative ways to engage new residents and encourage broader community
participation in San José's events and initiatives. While the city already offers a range of
outreach and activities, attracting fresh faces and fostering a sense of connection with new
neighbors would elevate community awareness and strengthen bonds. Council could explore
strategies like partnering with local organizations to host neighborhood-specific gatherings,
launching campaigns to spotlight existing programs, and creating incentives for people to
attend events. By nurturing a culture of involvement, we can help San José residents feel
more connected, informed, and invested in their community.

Question applies to multiple boards
Do you meet the requirements for appointment to this commission?

 Yes  No

What is the purpose of historic preservation in San José and what is the role
of the Historic Landmarks Commission in achieving that purpose?

The purpose of historic preservation in San José is to protect and celebrate buildings and
sites that have historical or architectural importance, all cataloged in the city's Historic
Resources Inventory. The Historic Landmarks Commission helps make this happen by
identifying potential landmarks, reviewing changes to historic sites, and advising the City
Council on preservation actions. They work with the Historic Preservation Officer and gather
community input to make sure these efforts support the city’s vision. This work keeps San
José’s heritage alive, adds to its unique character, and supports thoughtful city planning.

Genevieve Altwer



(Optional) Please upload a resume.

Please explain your prior experience with historic preservation, with San
José’s public planning processes, and in working with City or other public
agency staff.

My prior experience with historic preservation and San José’s public planning processes is
grounded in my longstanding commitment to this community and active engagement with
city initiatives. As a former police officer (San Mateo), I gained valuable insight into city
policies and public planning, especially as they relate to maintaining public safety and
preserving the integrity of our neighborhoods. My family has also volunteered with the city
(San Jose) during park cleanup days, which has given me an on-the-ground understanding of
the importance of preserving San José’s green spaces and public areas. In addition, I
frequently explore San José's historical landmarks with my children, instilling in them an
appreciation for our city’s rich history. This personal connection has deepened my
understanding of the importance of preserving these landmarks for future generations. I also
volunteer with organizations like Autism Speaks that utilize and celebrate these historic
sites, reinforcing my commitment to ensuring they remain valuable, accessible resources for
our community. Through these experiences, I have developed a respect for San José’s
heritage and a desire to work collaboratively with city staff to preserve our city’s unique
character.

Anything else you would like us to know?

As a longtime resident of San José, I have had the privilege of watching our city grow and
evolve, along with witnessing some of the unique challenges that accompany that growth. I
am passionate about maintaining and improving the quality of life for all residents, which I
believe is directly supported by consistent and fair code enforcement. Ensuring that laws
and regulations are upheld not only protects public safety but also helps residents feel truly
seen and heard within our community. With a background in law enforcement, strong
communication skills, and experience in decision-making, I am confident that I can bring
valuable insights to this board. Having previously served on a board, I understand the
dedication and commitment required to work toward the greater good. It would be an honor
to contribute my skills to help safeguard and enhance the quality of life in San José, and I am
ready to support our community with both care and commitment.

Genevieve Altwer



Retirement Board Questions Only

Verification

By checking the box below, you agree with the following statement.

I agree that all of the information contained in my responses to the
questions on this application are true and accurate to the best of my
knowledge. I further agree that, by checking the box below and submitting
this application, online or otherwise, I am affixing my digital signature to this
form as of the date submitted.

 I Agree *

Genevieve Altwer



Submit Date: Nov 18, 2024

First Name Last Name

Email Address

Street Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

CITY OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
Boards and Commissions Application

Profile

Please note, applications are continuously accepted to the City of San Jose Boards and
Commissions. The Board or Commission you select may or may not indicate there is a
vacancy. Your application will remain on file for one year from the date of submission.
During the year, your application may be considered for unanticipated vacancies.

Additionally, applicants to the following commissions will be required to fill out a Form
700 (California State required Statement of Economic Interest) within 30 days of
appointment.

Airport Commission
Appeals Hearing Board
Arena Authority
Arts Commission
Civil Service Commission
Deferred Compensation Advisory Committee (DCAC)
Downtown Parking Board
Board of Fair Campaign and Political Practices (formerly Ethics Commission)
Federated and Police & Fire Retirement Boards
Historic Landmarks Commission
Housing & Community Development Commission
Work2future (SVWIB) Board
Planning Commission*

Are you a resident of San Jose?

 Yes  No

What district do you live in? To verify, please click here:
https://rovservices.sccgov.org/Home/IndexPost?
selected=dt&electionId=133&distance=5&navtab=vc&asm=simple *

 District 3 

Length of Residency

 6 or more years 

Samantha Keh

San Jose CA 95131

Mobile: Home: 

Samantha Keh

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700.html


Employer Job Title

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Appeals Hearing Board: Submitted

Current Employer Address

N/A

Current Employer of Spouse

N/A

Address of Current Employer of Spouse

N/A

Spouse's Job Title

N/A

If you or your spouse is retired and receiving a pension, please state source
of pension.

  

  

Career Break N/A

Samantha Keh



Interests & Experiences

High School, College, Professional, Vocational, or Other Schools Attended.
Please include Major or Field of Study, Dates Attended, Degree and Date of
Degree.

California State University, Fullerton Bachelor of Arts (BA), Business & Economics, with
concentration in Corporate Finance December 2000

List any position or office held in any governmental agency, civic, or
charitable organization including the dates.

None.

Languages Spoken

English, Mandarin

Special Awards or Recognitions Received

None.

Please state why you want to become a member of this Board or Commission
including specific objectives which you would work toward as a member.

I have been part of the San Jose community on and off since 2004, and this city holds a
special place in my heart. I am deeply invested in contributing to its success and ensuring it
remains a thriving and equitable place for all residents. Joining the Appeals Hearing Board
offers a meaningful opportunity to give back to the community by leveraging my
professional skillset and personal values. With my background in business strategy,
operations, and risk assurance, I am well-versed in assessing complex situations, analyzing
facts, and making informed decisions. I believe strongly in fostering fairness and
transparency, ensuring all parties have an equal opportunity to present their case. As a
member of the Board, I would work diligently to uphold the principles of impartiality,
objectivity, and respect, ensuring that every decision is grounded in a thorough and
balanced evaluation of the facts. My specific objectives would include: 1. Promoting a
process that is accessible and equitable for all participants. 2. Building trust within the
community by demonstrating accountability and fairness in decision-making. 3. Supporting
the City of San Jose’s mission to resolve disputes effectively and uphold the values that
make our city a vibrant and inclusive place to live. By serving on the Appeals Hearing Board,
I hope to make a positive impact and contribute to the continued growth and harmony of the
San Jose community.

Samantha Keh



Please state any other information which you feel would be useful in
reviewing your application

As a long-time resident of San Jose, I have consistently sought opportunities to give back to
the community. While working at PricewaterhouseCoopers and Cisco Systems, I organized
and led a tree-planting event in collaboration with Our City Forest and participated in food
sorting, packaging, and distribution activities with Second Harvest. Additionally, I have taken
part in various city-hosted activities throughout the year, deepening my connection to and
understanding of the community’s needs. My multilingual abilities in English and Mandarin,
coupled with my cultural awareness, equip me to engage effectively with San Jose’s diverse
population. My professional background in compliance and risk management has provided
me with the tools to make informed, fair decisions that align with regulatory frameworks and
uphold the community’s best interests. I am deeply committed to fairness, transparency,
and ensuring equitable outcomes for all residents. My tenure in regulatory compliance and
highly collaborative roles has not only prepared me for the complexities of this role but has
also instilled a strong sense of accountability and empathy. These qualities, along with my
personal values of integrity, empathy, and a service-oriented mindset, align closely with the
Appeals Hearing Board’s mission and the broader goals of the City of San Jose. Finally, I am
fully prepared to dedicate the time, energy, and effort needed to fulfill the responsibilities of
this position. I am eager to contribute my skills and passion to serve the city I call home.

Do you own property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, please list the addresses here.

Do you rent property in the City of San José?

 Yes  No

If yes, is it a month-to-month lease?

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards
Are you currently experiencing homelessness or have you experienced it in
the past?

 Yes  No

State and local law require that you abstain from participation in decisions
that may affect your financial interests, including sources of income, interest
in real property, personal finances or investments. In addition, if appointed,
you may be required to fill out a disclosure statement which identifies
certain financial interest beginning with the immediate twelve-month period
prior to your appointment. Please review the scope of your board/commission
in Municipal Code Chapter 2.08. Based on your best judgment, does this
Board or Commission make decisions that may affect sources of income,
interests in real property, personal finances or investments of you or your
spouse?

 Yes  No

Samantha Keh



If yes, please explain. Please identify any organizations, associations,
corporations, or entities by which you are employed or associated that might
be affected by decisions of this Board or Commission, and the positions you
hold in these entities.

Question applies to multiple boards
If appointed, you will be required to fill out a disclosure statement, which
identifies certain of your financial interests beginning with the immediate
twelve-month period prior to your appointment and annually on or before
April 1 of each year thereafter. Please confirm that you have read Fair
Political Practices Commission (FPPC) Form 700 Reference Pamphlet and
agree to file required FPPC Form 700 Statements of Economic Interest, as
required by current City Council Conflict of Interest resolution.

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards
Have you ever been required to file a Statement of Economic Interest (Form
700) and failed to do so?

 Yes  No

Question applies to multiple boards
If yes, please explain in complete detail.

Question applies to multiple boards
Please confirm that you have reviewed and agree to comply with the San
Jose Municipal Code Chapter 12.08 (Prohibition of Gifts), City of San Jose
Ethics Policy (City Policy Manual 1.2.1), and City of San Jose Gift Policy (City
Policy Manual 1.2.2).

 Yes  No

Reference 1 Name

John Yee

Reference 1 Address

Reference 1 Email address

Reference 1 Phone

Samantha Keh



Reference 2 Name

Steve Sallin

Reference 2 Address

Reference 2 Email address

Reference 2 Phone

Supplemental Questions

Question applies to Appeals Hearing Board,Civil Service Commission
Are you an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of California? If you
are, please provide your California State Bar Association Number:

No, I am not an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of California.

If applicable, have you ever attended or watched a meeting of the
Commission(s) to which you are applying?

 Yes  No

Would you be available to attend meetings at the scheduled time?

 Yes  No

Please describe your experience in serving on a Commission or Board.

While I have not served on a formal Commission or City Board, I bring valuable related
experience from serving on the Boards of homeowners’ associations across four different
communities. In these roles, I contributed to key decision-making processes, addressed
diverse resident concerns, and worked collaboratively to resolve disputes and manage
community resources effectively. Additionally, I have professional experience preparing
board materials for the Boards of public companies. This required a deep understanding of
governance processes, attention to detail, and the ability to distill complex information into
actionable insights for Board members. These experiences have equipped me with the skills
necessary to serve on a Commission or Board, including effective communication, impartial
decision-making, and a strong sense of responsibility to represent the interests of a
community or organization.

Samantha Keh



Considering your experience and activities in business, labor, School,
professional, social, Commissions, Boards, or other organizations, indicate
the experience, training, knowledge and/or skills which qualify you for
appointment.

My diverse experiences across personal, professional, and community-focused roles uniquely
qualify me for appointment to the Appeals Hearing Board. Growing up in a family business
specializing in constructing commercial and governmental buildings, I gained an early
understanding of why regulations exist and their critical role in ensuring safety, quality, and
equity. This foundation shaped my appreciation for regulatory compliance, which has been a
key focus in over half of my professional career. In my roles within risk assurance and
regulatory compliance, I developed the skills to interpret complex guidelines and collaborate
effectively to align practices with legal and ethical standards. These experiences have
reinforced my ability to evaluate issues impartially and arrive at sound decisions grounded in
a fair and thorough understanding of the facts. Beyond my professional life, serving on
homeowners’ association boards across four different communities has deepened my ability
to listen to and understand diverse perspectives. These roles required balancing competing
interests while ensuring decisions reflected the community's best interests. Through
collaborations with state, county, and city agencies, facilitated by community managers and
service providers, I’ve gained insight into regulatory frameworks and the practicalities of
community improvement projects. Professionally, working in highly collaborative
environments has honed my ability to engage empathetically and foster consensus among
stakeholders. These skills are critical for addressing disputes constructively and building
trust in processes. My combination of experience, training, and interpersonal skills equips me
to serve on the Appeals Hearing Board with integrity, fairness, and a commitment to
upholding San Jose’s values.

What is your understanding of the purpose of the Commission?

The purpose of the City of San Jose Appeals Hearing Board is to provide a fair, impartial, and
accessible platform for resolving disputes between individuals or entities and the City related
to code enforcement, permitting, and other municipal matters. The Board ensures that
decisions are made in compliance with the city's regulations and policies, while also
considering the perspectives and concerns of all parties involved. By serving as an objective
adjudicative body, the Board plays a vital role in upholding accountability, transparency, and
fairness in municipal governance. Its mission is to foster trust and confidence in the City’s
processes while supporting the overall well-being and equitable treatment of the San Jose
community.

Please list three issues facing the City that you feel the Council should
address.

Here are three key issues currently facing the City of San Jose that I believe the Council
should address: 1. Affordable Housing and Homelessness San Jose continues to grapple with
a housing affordability crisis, exacerbated by rising living costs and a significant homeless
population. The Council should prioritize developing more affordable housing, streamlining
permitting processes, and expanding supportive services for unhoused residents to foster
long-term stability and community integration. 2. Sustainable Urban Development As San
Jose grows, it is critical to balance economic development with environmental sustainability.
The Council should focus on promoting green building initiatives, enhancing public transit
systems, and improving infrastructure to accommodate a growing population while
minimizing environmental impact. 3. Public Safety and Community Trust Maintaining a safe
and inclusive environment requires addressing public safety concerns while building trust
between law enforcement and the community. The Council should continue efforts to
improve police accountability, invest in community-oriented safety programs, and ensure
equitable access to public services. These issues, if addressed thoughtfully, can strengthen
San Jose's position as a thriving, inclusive, and sustainable city.

Samantha Keh



Question applies to multiple boards
Do you meet the requirements for appointment to this commission?

 Yes  No

What is the purpose of historic preservation in San José and what is the role
of the Historic Landmarks Commission in achieving that purpose?

The purpose of historic preservation in San José is to honor and protect the stories, places,
and landmarks that define who we are as a community. Our history tells us where we came
from, shapes our identity, and provides lessons that guide us forward. Preserving these
tangible connections to the past ensures that future generations can experience, learn from,
and be inspired by the rich heritage that makes San José unique. The Historic Landmarks
Commission plays a vital role in this effort by identifying, safeguarding, and advocating for
the preservation of sites that hold cultural, architectural, and historical significance. It’s
about more than saving buildings; it’s about preserving memories, traditions, and the
character of our city. I believe we have a responsibility to leave something meaningful
behind—a sense of place, pride, and belonging that connects future generations to their
roots. Through preservation, we ensure that San José’s vibrant history continues to enrich
the lives of those who call this city home, both today and tomorrow.

Please explain your prior experience with historic preservation, with San
José’s public planning processes, and in working with City or other public
agency staff.

Growing up in a family business specializing in construction for commercial and
governmental projects, I gained a deep appreciation for the importance of regulations,
thoughtful planning, and the lasting impact decisions have on communities. This experience
instilled in me a strong foundation in understanding how structured processes and
collaboration contribute to successful outcomes. In my professional career, I have
consistently worked in highly collaborative environments, where I have developed strong
skills in working with diverse stakeholders, navigating complex issues, and building
consensus. These abilities are critical when engaging with public agency staff or
participating in planning processes. While I do not have direct experience with historic
preservation or San José’s public planning processes, I am eager to apply my skills to this
area and to learn from experts and colleagues. I see this as an opportunity to contribute to
preserving San José’s heritage while expanding my knowledge and understanding of this
important field.

Samantha Keh



(Optional) Please upload a resume.

Anything else you would like us to know?

I believe my unique combination of professional experience, commitment to community, and
strong interpersonal skills will allow me to contribute meaningfully to the Appeals Hearing
Board. My dedication to fairness, along with a deep respect for due process, ensures that I
will approach each appeal with the attention and care it deserves. I value collaboration and
actively seek to understand diverse viewpoints, which I believe is essential when making
decisions that impact the community. Though I am excited about the opportunity, I also
recognize the importance of continual learning, and I am eager to familiarize myself further
with the specific policies and procedures involved in the City’s appeals process. I am
confident that my background in compliance, along with my capacity for empathetic
listening, will enable me to serve with integrity and thoughtfulness.

Retirement Board Questions Only

Verification

By checking the box below, you agree with the following statement.

I agree that all of the information contained in my responses to the
questions on this application are true and accurate to the best of my
knowledge. I further agree that, by checking the box below and submitting
this application, online or otherwise, I am affixing my digital signature to this
form as of the date submitted.

 I Agree *

Samantha Keh
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